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Study One – Introduction and Theological Issues
1. Read 2 Peter 1:1, Jude 1:1, James 1:1, Matthew 10:2-3, Matthew 13:55 and Galatians 1:19 – who are the authors? Why does Jude call himself “the brother of James”? Both epistles seem to have been written about AD 64, just before Peter’s execution (2 Peter 1:14) and before the fall of Jerusalem (AD 66-70).
2. There are a large number of references to the Old Testament, and even to the book of Enoch, as if they expected their readers to be familiar with them, do you think they were mainly writing to Jews (possibly in Dispersion) or to Gentiles? Were Peter and Jude focused on Jews or Gentiles during their ministry? (Galatians 2:9)
3. Can Christians fall away from the faith? Or just false Christians or not fully converted Christians? What is the problem of apostasy? (2 Thessalonians 2:3, 2 Peter 2:15, 2:20-22, 3:16,17; Jude 1:5-7, 22-23, John 10:28-30,16:1)
4. Read Jude 1:14 - How can Jude quote from the book of Enoch when the book is clearly not canonical
Scripture? How can Paul quote Greek poets (Acts 17:28) and philosophers (Titus 1:12)? How does Peter
view the writings of Paul? (2 Peter 3:15,16)
5. Enoch is said to have “prophesied”. Do you think Jude saw Enoch as a genuine prophet? On the other
hand, how can someone who is not a prophet give a prophecy? (John 11:49-52)
6. What are some of the characteristics of false teachers? (2 Peter 2:1-3, 2:12-19, Jude 1:4, 1:10-16)
7. Is there any such thing as standard Christian doctrine? (Jude 1:3)
8. How are Christians endangered by false teaching? Why is this such an urgent issue for Peter and Jude?
(2 Peter 2:18-22, 2 Peter 3:16,17)
9. How does teaching on the Second Coming purify believer’s minds and deliver them from the effects of
false teaching? (2 Peter 3:7-15, Jude 1:14,15)
Study Two – 2 Peter Chapter One
1. Read 2 Peter 1:1, Peter introduces himself as an apostle and a servant of God and then says of his
hearers: “To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of our
God and Savior Jesus Christ” How do Christians have a faith of equal standing with the apostles?
2. Read 2 Peter 1:2 and John 17:3 Here Christian growth is guaranteed through “epignosis” which is the
practical experiential knowledge of God (as opposed to merely theoretical knowledge). How can
Christians get to know God in the midst of life by exercising their faith? How have you come to know
the Lord better?
3. Read 2 Peter 1:3,4 How does the knowledge of “Him who called us” and especially of his “precious
and very great promises” equip us to live a faithful Christian life?
4. What does it mean for us to become a partaker of the divine nature? (2 Peter 1:4, Ephesians 3:14-21)
5. Read 2 Peter 1:5-8 what qualities are Christians to acquire by grace in order to become partakers of the divine nature? How do they relate to the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ?
6. Read 2 Peter 1:9-11 Why do we have to make our calling and election sure? How do these qualities
guarantee us an entrance into God’s eternal Kingdom? Is there a possibility that we might fail by being
blind and short-sighted in spiritual things?
7. Why is the apostle Peter writing this epistle? (2 Peter 1:12-15)
8. Read 2 Peter 1:16-18, Luke 9:28-36 How important was the Transfiguration to Peter? What effect did it have on him? How can a mountain be holy?
9. Read 2 Peter 1:19-21 What is the Apostle Peter’s view of Scripture and of the inspiration and proper
interpretation of Scripture?
Study Three – 2 Peter Chapter Two
1. What is the apostle Peter’s view of “alternative theologies” that preach sensuality and sexual
liberation? (2 Peter 2:1-3) Does it matter if they are “sincere” in their false teaching?
2. Read 2 Peter 2:3-6,12,13,17 What is God going to do to the false teachers?
3. “For God did not spare angels when they sinned” (2 Peter 2:4) How is this a warning to
unrepentant licentious Christians?
4. How does God’s judgment distinguish between the wicked and the godly? (2 Peter 2:4-9)
5. Read 2 Peter 2:10-12 – the false teachers were blaspheming against spiritual beings of great
might and majesty. Why should we take blasphemy seriously?
6. Greed, adultery and enticement are part and parcel of certain cults (2 Peter 2:13-14). How do cult
leaders exploit their gullible followers?
7. Read 2 Peter 2:15,16 How is Balaam an example of a spiritual leader going wrong because of the
love of money? (see also Numbers chapters 22-24)
8. Some Christian believers are fairly marginal in their faith and commitment to Christ and these
are captured by the false teachers (2 Peter 2:17-19). What are the tricks of the trade that the false
teachers use to deceive them? What is true spiritual freedom?
9. Read 2 Peter 2:20-22 What is the judgement for those who fully abandon Christianity and return
to their sin and to the sensual lifestyles advocated by the false teachers?
Study Four – 2 Peter Chapter Three
Study Five - Jude Part One (verses 1-11)
Study Number Six – Jude Part Two - Jude 12-25
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