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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS
AUTHOR:  Paul.
TO WHOM:  Believers at Colosse who were to share the letter with the believers at Laodecea.  As with all of the epistles, Colossians is for believers of all times.
PURPOSE:    To deal with doctrinal issues of  Jewish legalism and false eastern philosophy influencing the church. 

KEY VERSES:   If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.   (Colossians 3:1-3)

LIFE AND MINISTRY PRINCIPLE:  To emphasize the preeminence of Jesus Christ who is all and is in all.

MAIN CHARACTERS:  Paul, Tychicus, Onesemus, Aristarchus, Markus, Justus, Epaphras, Luke, Demas, Nymphas, Archippus.  

A BRIEF OUTLINE:


Doctrinal teaching.

Christ is in you:



Chapter One

You are complete in Christ:


Chapter Two
Practical teaching.

Evidence of Christ in you:


Chapter Three


How to remain complete in Christ:     
Chapter Four

QUESTIONS ON THE INTRODUCTION:

1.
Who wrote the book?

2.
To whom is the book written?

3.
What is the purpose of the book?

4.
What are the key verses?

5.
What is the life and ministry principle of this book?

6.
Who are the main characters?

7.
Give a brief outline of the book.

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Colossians 1

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother,

2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,

4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints,

5 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel;

6 Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:

7 As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowservant, who is for you a faithful minister of Christ;

8 Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.

9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;

11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;

12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:

13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:

15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:

16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:

17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell;

20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.

21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled 

22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:

23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church:

25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;

26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:

27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:

29 Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.

Outline 1:

I.
The salutation.  (1-2)


A.
From: Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God. (You can know God's 


will as Paul did.  Your calling is by His will and not that of man.), 

B.
And Timotheus our brother.  (We are brothers and sisters because we are 



begotten spiritually by the same Father.)

C.
To: The saints (true believers, set apart to God) and faithful brethren in Christ 


which are at Colosse.  (They were at Colosse, but in God.  Where you are at is not 

as important as who you are in.)

D.
Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

II.
Thanksgiving for the believers at Colosse. (3‑8)

A.
For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven:



1.
Whereof you heard before in the word of the truth of  the Gospel.


2.
Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world.



3.
And brings forth fruit, as it does also in you, since the day you heard of it, 



and knew the grace of God in truth.




(The Gospel is true, personal, inclusive, and has tremendous inherent 



fruit-bearing power.)


B.
As you also learned (the word of truth) of Epaphras our dear fellow-servant:



1.
Who is for you a faithful minister of Christ.


2.
Who also declared unto us your love in the (Holy) Spirit.

III.
For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you. (9‑l4) 
(Paul's prayer for Christians at Colossae was a continual prayer.)  

A.
That they might be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and 


spiritual understanding.  (To be filled means to be complete.  No further revelation 

is needed other than what is in Him.  Spiritual understanding provides complete 


insight into the ways and purposes of God.)

B.
That they might walk (live) worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing (pleasing God in 


every way.)

C.
That they might be fruitful in every good work (in all you do).

D.
That they might increase in the knowledge of God.  (Not just intellectual 



knowledge, but experiential knowledge of God.)

E.
That they be strengthened with all might unto  patience and long-suffering with 


joyfulness. (Patience and long-suffering are the marks of a true minister of God: 


2 Corinthians 6:4-6.  Patience is endurance in difficult circumstances. It is not 


passive, but active. Long-suffering is being able to deal with difficult people.  


Both are to be done with joyfulness.)

F
That thanks be given to the Father because He has: 



1.
Made us partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.



2.
Delivered us from the power of darkness.


3.
Translated us into the Kingdom of His Son.


4.
Redeemed us through His blood.



5.
Forgiven our sin.


Note the progression in the previous passage:  Wisdom (9) leads to a worthy walk (10) 
which makes you fruitful in your work (10) which gives you increased knowledge of 
God's will (10)) which provides strength for your warfare in difficult circumstances 
(11) which results in worship (12).

IV.
The person and work of Jesus.  (15-23)


A.
He is the image (the visible manifestation) of the invisible God, the firstborn of 


every creature.


B.
He is the Lord of creation.


1.
For by Him were all things created:




a.
Things in heaven and on earth.




b.
Things visible and invisible.




c.
Thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers.  (These categories 




refer to levels of spiritual powers.)



d.
All things were created by Him and for Him.


2.
He is before all things, and by Him all things consist (are held together 



and maintained).


(Paul uses the words "in, for, and through" because Greek philosophers  taught that 
everything needed a primary cause, an instrumental cause, and a final cause.  The 
primary cause is the plan, the instrumental is the power, and the final is the purpose.  
Jesus is primary because He planned it; instrumental because He created it; and final 
because He did it for specific purposes.)


C.
He is Lord of the Church. 


1.
He is the head of the Body, the Church.  (The universal Church consists of 


all true believers.)


2.
He is the beginning (of the Church), the firstborn from the dead (the first 



resurrected and therefore preeminent over death).


3.
He is to have preeminence (the chief place) in all things.



4.
For it pleased the Father that in Him all (the divine) fullness should dwell 



(permanently).

D.
He reconciles man with God.


1.
He made peace through the blood of His cross:




a.
To reconcile all things unto Himself.




b.
By Him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.



2.
You, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by 




wicked works, yet now He has reconciled.  ("Alienated" means to be 



separated from God. "Enemies" means to be openly hostile 





against Him. God's desire is to reconcile us to Himself, but we have the 



power of choice.) 



3.
The purpose of reconciliation:  In the body of His flesh through death, to 



present you holy, unblameable (without blemish), and unreproveable (free 



from accusation) in His sight.


4.
The conditions of reconciliation:




a.
If you continue in the faith grounded and settled.




b.
If you are not moved away from the hope of the Gospel:





(1)
Which you have heard.





(2)
Which was preached to every creature which is under 





heaven.

V.
Paul, God's minister of the gospel of reconciliation. (23‑29)

A.
He is an example in suffering. 


1.
Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is 



behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh, for His Body's sake, which 



is the Church.


2.
According to the dispensation (commission) of God which was given to 



him for them for the purpose of fulfilling the Word of God.   


(Paul was suffering for the sake of Christ's Body, the Church.  This fulfilled a 


prophetic word given when Ananias ministered to him: Acts 9:15-16.)



B.
He is a minister of the mystery of Christ.  (Mystery, as used here, means a sacred 


secret, once concealed in the past, but now revealed.)


1.
This mystery was hidden from ages and generations.



2.
The mystery is now manifest (revealed) to His saints.


3.
He is to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among 



the Gentiles.



4.
The mystery is: Christ in you, the hope of glory.

C.
His methods:



1.
Whom we preach, warning every man.



2.
Whom we teach, teaching every man in all wisdom.




(It is not what we preach, but Whom we preach.)


D.
His purpose: Presenting every man perfect (spiritually mature) in Christ Jesus.


E.
The power behind his ministry:  Whereunto I also labor, striving (with intensity) 


according to His (Christ's) working, which works in me mightily.

Study questions on chapter 1:

1.
Who extends greetings in verse 1 and how are they described?
2.
To whom is this epistle directed? (2)

3.
What do you learn in verse 2 about the source of grace and peace?

4.
According to verse 3, what did Paul do continually for the Colossian believers?

5.
In whom had the Colossians put their faith and how did they regard other believers? (4)

6.
For what did Paul give thanks to God?  What is the hope of which he speaks? (4-6)

7.
What was the result of the Gospel coming to the Colossians? (6)

8
How long had the Gospel been bringing forth fruit in the lives of the Colossians? (6)

9.
What do you learn about the power of the Gospel in verses 5-6?

10.
What do you learn about Epaphras in verses 7-8?

11.
What were the Colossians especially noted for? (8)

12.
Summarize Paul's requests for the Colossians as detailed in verses 9-14.
13.
What does fruitfulness in the Lord bring? (10)

14.
What does it mean to walk worthy of the Lord? (10)

15.
How are believers to respond to difficulties? (11)

16.
Who prepared us to accept the inheritance of eternal life? (12)

17.
By Whom and into what kingdom have we been translated? (12-13)

18.
How do we receive reconciliation and forgiveness of sin? (13-14)

19.
What do you learn about the person and work of Jesus Christ in verses 13-23?


-In relation to believers.



-In relation to God.



-In relation to spiritual powers and authorities.



-In relation to creation.


-In relation to the Church.



-In relation to reconciling man with God.

20.
What was the former condition of the Colossians and how did they change?  (21-22)

21.
What must the Colossians do and what must we do to retain positive spiritual changes? 
(23)

22.
What do you learn about Paul's ministry in verses 23-29?


-In what is he an example?



-What mystery does he reveal?


-About Who and what does Paul preach and teach?



-What methods does Paul use?



-How does Paul labor for believers?



-What are the purposes of his ministry?
23.
What do you learn about hope in this chapter? (5,23,27)
24.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Colossians 2

1 For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh;

2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;

3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

4 And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words.

5 For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ.

6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:

7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.

8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:

11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:

12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.

16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:

17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.

18 Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,

19 And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God.

20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,

21(Touch not; taste not; handle not;

22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?

23 Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.

Outline 2:

I.
Paul's yearning for believers.  (1)


A.
At Colosse.


B.
At Laodicea.


C.
And for as many as have not seen his face in the flesh.
II.
His desires for them were: (2-7)


A.
That their hearts might be comforted.


B.
That their hearts might be knit together in love.


C.
That they would xperience all riches of the full assurance of understanding.


D.
To help them acknowledge the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ.



E.
That they might understand the (hidden) treasures of wisdom and knowledge in 


them.  (Treasures stored up for them in God, not concealed.)

F.
To prevent them from beguiling (enticing) words (of false teachers).


G.
That they might be stedfast in faith, even though Paul is absent in the flesh and 


only with them in spirit.


H.
That they might walk in Christ Jesus the Lord as they received Him.


I.
That they might be rooted (as a tree) and built up (as a building) in Him.


J.
That they would be established in the faith, as they were taught.


K.
That they might abide in the faith with thanksgiving.

III.
An exhortation regarding false teaching. Beware lest any man spoil you through: (8)

A.
Philosophy (worldly attempts to find answers and solutions to life).

B.
Vain deceit (intellectualism).


C.
After the tradition of men (rather than God).


D.
After the rudiments of the world (the worldly system).


E.
And not after Christ (anything that denies or disregards Christ).
IV.
The person and work of Jesus Christ.  (9-15)

A.
In Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.

B.
You are complete in Him, which is the head of all principality and power.


C.
In whom also you are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in 


putting off  the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ.


(Circumcision was a sign of God's covenant with the Jews: Genesis 17:9-14.  It 


was a physical operation with spiritual significance, but the Jews came to depend 


on the physical instead of the spiritual and  require it in addition to salvation 


through Jesus.  We make the same mistake if we depend on religious ritual or any 


other requirement other than the saving blood of Jesus Christ. God wants His 


people to experience a spiritual circumcision of the heart:  Deuteronomy 10:16; 


30:6; Jeremiah 4:4; 6:10; Ezekiel 44:7.)

D.
You are buried with Him in baptism and risen with Him through the faith of the 


operation of God, who has raised Him from the dead.


E.
And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has 


quickened together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses.

F.
Blotting out the handwriting (a certificate of debt) of ordinances that was against 


us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross.

G.
And having spoiled (stripped hostile) principalities and powers, He made a show 


of them openly,  triumphing over them in it.
V.
Do not let others judge you: (16-17)

A.
In meat.


B.
In drink.


C.
In respect of an holy day.


D.
In respect to the new moon.


E.
In regards to the Sabbath days.


These things are a shadow (symbols) of things to come; but the Body is of Christ.

(The reality is in Christ, not in symbolism.)

VI.
Do not let others beguile you (deceive you so you are unworthy) of your reward through:  
(18-19)

A.
A voluntary humility (self-abasement).


B.
Worshipping of angels.


C.
Intruding into those things which he has not seen (false visions).


D.
Being vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind (intellectualism),


E.
Not holding the Head (Jesus Christ), from which all the Body by joints and bands 


having 
nourishment ministered, and knit together, increases with the increase of 


God.  (The Church is an organism, not an organization.)
VII.
Live like a dead man.  (20-23)


A.
Wherefore (in view of the previous teaching) if you be dead with Christ from the 


rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are you subject to 


ordinances (rules such as):


1.
Touch not.



2.
Taste not.



3.
Handle not.


(In Paul's day, such restrictions were common regarding various types of food, 


but this admonition can be applied to any imposed traditions and restrictions that 


are not scriptural.)


B.
Which all are to perish with the using after the commandments and doctrines of 


men.

C.
These things have indeed a show (an appearance) of wisdom in will worship, and 

humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honor to the satisfying of the 


flesh.   ("Not in any honor" means legalism is of no value in controlling the flesh, 


otherwise Old Testament saints would have been able to keep the law.)
Study questions on chapter 2:

1.
What were Paul's desires for God's people as expressed in verses 1-2?
2.
In whom are hidden  the treasures of wisdom and knowledge?  (2-3)

3.
According to verse 4, what is one reason Paul is writing the Colossians? 
4.
What brought joy to Paul, according to verse 5?

5.
How were the Colossians and how are we to walk in Christ? (6-7)
6.
Against what three dangers does Paul warn in verse 8?
7.
What is said about Jesus in relation to the Godhead?  (9)

8.
Who is the head of all principalities and powers? (10)

9.
In whom are we complete? (10)

10.
Explain the circumcision to which Paul is referring in verses 11-13.
11.
According to verses 12-14,  what has God done for  true believers?
12.
What does Christian baptism speak of symbolically? (12)

13.
What did Christ take out of the way, having nailed it to the cross?  (13-14)  
14.
According to verse 15, what did Jesus do to evil principalities and powers?
15.
Summarize the warnings in verses 16-19.
16.
If you are dead to the law, from what should you be free? (20-21)

17.
According to verses 22-23, how profitable are the imposed ordinances of man?

18.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Colossians 3

1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.

4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.

5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:

7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.

8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.

9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;

10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:

11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.

12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;

13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.

14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.

15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.

18 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.

19 Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.

20 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.

21 Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.

22 Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God:

23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;

24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.

25 But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect of persons.

Outline 3:

I.
Living the new life.  (1-4)


A.
If you then be risen with Christ, seek (with urgent desire) those things which are 


above, where Christ sits on the right hand of God.  (The right hand was the 


traditional symbol of power.)

B.
Set your affection (heart and mind) on things above, not on things on the earth.


(If you focus on things above, it makes a difference in how you live here below.)


C.
For you are dead, and your life is hid (to the world) with Christ in God.


D.
When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall you also appear with Him in 


glory.  (Note that Christ is to be your life, not your ministry or a person.) 
(In the following passages, the commands to "put off" and "put on" are Greek words indicating an action to take once and for all. A similar verse in James 1:21 says to "lay aside" such conduct, which means laying it down and pushing it beyond reach.)


II.
The old life to put off--as you would a soiled garment.  Mortify (put to death) therefore 
your members 
which are upon the earth--put
off the old man with his deeds: (5-9)


A.
Fornication. (Sexual immorality.)

B.
Uncleanness. (Impure living.)

C.
Inordinate affection. (Uncontrolled passion.)

D.
Evil concupiscence. (Evil desires.)

E.
Covetousness which is idolatry.  (Covetousness is uncontrolled desire to have 


something not needed or that belongs to others and to obtain it at any cost.)



--for which things' sake (the things just mentioned) 




the wrath of God comes on the children of disobedience.

F.
Anger.

G.
Wrath.


H.
Malice. (Malice is bitterness against someone that results from unresolved anger 


and unforgiveness.)

I.
Blasphemy. (Stating what is not true about God or man.)

J.
Filthy communication out of your mouth. (Foul-mouthed abuse.) 

K.
Lies. (Any misrepresentation of the truth.)
III.
The new life to put on: The new man. (10‑17)

A.
Which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created him.

B.
Wherein there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, 



Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.


C.
Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of:



1.
Mercies (compassion).


2.
Kindness.



3.
Humbleness of mind.



4.
Meekness.



5.
Longsuffering.

(The elect means chosen of God.  Holy means set apart.  In those days, the bowels were 
considered the seat of the emotions as we consider the heart to be.) 


D.
Forbearing (putting up with) one another, and forgiving one another, if any man 


have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so you must do also.


E.
And above all these things put on charity (love), which is the bond of perfectness 


(ideal harmony).

F.
And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you are called in 


one body.  (This means to let God's peace act as an umpire or referee in your 


heart.  If you don't have peace about doing something, then don't do it!  The fact 


that you must let peace "rule" indicates there is a battle to allow it to do so.)

G.
And be thankful.


H.
Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and 



admonishing (warning and advising) one another in:



1.
Psalms (those in the Bible as well as original ones you write yourself).


2.
Hymns (songs likes those in a church hymnal).



3.
Spiritual songs (impromptu, original songs of worship).


4.
Singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.


(Note in the above passage that you must let the peace of God and the Word 


of God dwell in you.  It is your choice. "Richly" means extreme abundance.)

I.
The guiding principle for all conduct:  And whatsoever you do in word or deed, 


do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.

IV.
Admonitions to special groups.  (18-22)


A.
Wives: Submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.


(Submission refers to rank for purpose of order and cooperative relationships. 


The wife's submission is to be voluntary, not imposed by the husband.  It is also to 

be as fit in the Lord, not fulfilling immoral, illegal, unreasonable, or unethical 


requests. According to Ephesians 5:21, both husbands and wives are to submit to 


one another and to the Lord.)


B.
Husbands:  Love your wives, and be not bitter against them.  (The word for love 


here is used in regards to Christ's love for the Church.  This is the kind of love to 


which a woman is asked to submit.  "Bitter" means ill-will.)

C.
Children:  Obey your parents in all things: for this is well-pleasing unto the Lord.


(The motive of a child's obedience should be to please the Lord.  Thus, this 


command does not include fulfilling immoral, illegal, unreasonable, or unethical 


requests.)


D.
Fathers: Provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.  (Do not be 


unreasonable and abusive in your authority over them.  Don't break their spirit.)

E.
Servants:  Obey your masters in all things according to the flesh; not with eye 


service (not just when they are watching), as pleasing men, but in singleness of 


heart, fearing God.
V.
Admonitions to all.  (23-25)


A.
And whatsoever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men.


(This gives dignity to all work.)


B.
Knowing that of the Lord you shall receive the reward of the inheritance.


C.
For you serve the Lord Christ.  (In all a believer does, they serve the Lord, not a 


company, an organization,  or a person.)

D.
But he that does wrong shall receive for the wrong which he has done.


E.
And there is no respect of persons (There is no favoritism with God).
Study questions on chapter 3:

1.
What do you learn about Jesus Christ in verse 1?

2.
What things should the true believer seek, where should their affections be set, and 
why?  (1-3)

3.
What declaration is made regarding the lives of true believers in verse 3?

4.
What will happen to true believers when Christ appears? (4)

5.
What are believers admonished to do in verse 5? Define each behavior mentioned.
6.
Why does the wrath of God come upon the children of disobedience?  (5-6)

7.
How does Paul contrast the past and present lives of the Colossian believers? (7-8)

8.
According  to verses 8-9, what things are the believer to put off?  Define each.
9.
According to verses 10-14, what things are the believer to put on?
10.
What does verse 11 teach regarding nationality, circumcision, and social class?

11.
According to verse 13, how are we to forgive others?  
12.
According to verse 14, what is the most important thing the believer is to put on?
13.
What is the great bond and sustaining force of Christian character? (14)

14.
What are we to let rule in our hearts? (15)
15.
What do you learn about the Body of Christ in verse 15?

16.
What command is given to believers in the close of verse 15?

17.
What does verse 16 reveal about the Word of God, our worship of God, and how are we 
to teach and admonish others?
18.
According to verse 16, what are we to let dwell in us?

19.
What all-inclusive command is given in verse 17?

20.
What instructions are given to wives in verse 18?

21.
What instructions are given to husbands in verse 19?

22.
What instructions are given to children in verse 20?

23.
What instructions are given to fathers in verse 21?

24.
What instructions are given to servants in verse 22?

25.
Summarize the instructions to all believers in verses 23-24.  
26.
What are we promised in verse 24?
27.
According to verse 25, what happens to those who do wrong?

28.
What do you learn about God in the last phrase of verse 25?

29.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Colossians 4

1 Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven.

2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving;

3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:

4 That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.

5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.

6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.

7 All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, who is a beloved brother, and a faithful minister and fellowservant in the Lord:

8 Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that he might know your estate, and comfort your hearts;

9 With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They shall make known unto you all things which are done here.

10 Aristarchus my fellowprisoner saluteth you, and Marcus, sister's son to Barnabas, (touching whom ye received commandments: if he come unto you, receive him;)

11 And Jesus, which is called Justus, who are of the circumcision. These only are my fellowworkers unto the kingdom of God, which have been a comfort unto me.

12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.

13 For I bear him record, that he hath a great zeal for you, and them that are in Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis.

14 Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you.

15 Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church which is in his house.

16 And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.

17 And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it.

18 The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember my bonds. Grace be with you. Amen.

Outline 4:


I.
Admonitions to special groups continued: Masters, give unto your servants that which is 
just and equal; knowing that you also have a Master in heaven. (1)

(Paul is speaking here to slave-masters.  Early believers did not deal with slavery as 
being right or wrong, 
as they were not called to serve as social reformers but to spread 
the Gospel.  Wherever the gospel spreads, social reform will occur as people's lives are 
changed, their actions and attitudes change, and society changes.)
II.
Admonition to continue (devote yourselves) in prayer. (2-4)


A.
Watch in the same with thanksgiving.

B.
Pray also for us:



1.
That God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the 




mystery of Christ, for 
which I am also in bonds.


2.
That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.


(There is no need now to pray for Paul, of course, but this is a good prayer to 


pray for missionaries.  Note that Paul doesn't ask for them to pray that he gets out 

of prison, but that doors open for him to minister.  Perhaps you should stop trying 

to manipulate your way out of negative circumstances and seek open doors for 


ministry instead.)

III.
Admonition to continue to live a  godly lifestyle.  (5-6)


A.
Proper walk in wisdom:  Walk in wisdom toward them that are without.  



("Without" speaks of people in the world. They are without peace, security, hope, 


 and the fellowship of God's family.)

B.
Proper use of time:  Redeeming the time (by seizing every opportunity).


C.
Proper speech: 



1.
Always with grace.



2.
Seasoned with salt.  (Salt was used in those days to prevent spoiling.)

D.
Proper witness: That you may know how you ought to answer every man.

IV.
The bearers of this letter. (7-9)

A.
Tychicus: 


1.
A beloved brother.



2.
A  faithful minister.



3.
A fellow-servant in the Lord.



4.
A trust-worthy worker.  He is being sent to:




a.
Deliver the letter.




b.
Inform them of Paul's state.




c.
Learn of their state so he can inform Paul.



d.
Comfort their hearts.


(For more on Tychicus see Ephesians 6:21-22; Acts 20:4; 2 Timothy 4:12.)

B.
Onesimus: 


1.
A faithful and beloved brother.



2.
He is one of you. 


(For more on Onesimus, read the book of Philemon.)


C.
They shall make known unto you all things which are done here (in Rome).

V.
Greetings from his companions, fellow-workers in the Kingdom of God who have been a 
comfort to Paul. (10‑14)

A.
Aristarchus my fellow prisoner salutes you.  (For more on him see Acts 19:29; 


20:4; 27:2)

B.
Marcus also--sister's son to Barnabas--touching whom you received 



commandments: if he comes unto you, receive him.  (This is John Mark who 


deserted Paul and was previously rejected by him for service.  Later Paul deemed 


him profitable for the ministry.  See Acts 12:25; 13:13; 15:36-41.)

C.
And Jesus, which is called Justus, who are of the circumcision. 


(Those mentioned were the  Jews among his fellow-workers.)

D.
Epaphras.  (See also Colossians 1:7.)


1.
He is one of you, a servant of Christ.



2.
He salutes you.



3.
He is always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand 



perfect and complete in all the will of God.


4.
For I bear record, that he has a great zeal for you, and them that are in 



Laodicea and in Hierapolis.




(Epaphras prayed continually: "Always."  He prayed intensely:  




"Laboring fervently."  He prayed personally: "For you."  He prayed 



purposefully: 
"That you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of 



God".  He prayed zealously:  "He has a great zeal for you."  He prayed



inclusively: "For them in Laodicea and Hierapolis".)

E.
Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, also greet you.


(Demas later forsakes Paul.  See 1 Timothy 4:10.)

VI.
Greetings to the church. (15-17)


A.
Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church which is 


in his house. (There were no church buildings then, so churches met in homes.)

B.
When this epistle is read among you, see that it is also read  in the church of the 


Laodiceans; and that you likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.


C.
And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the 


Lord, that you
fulfill it. (Ministry gifts are from God, not through education 


or ordination.  We are only stewards of these gifts.)
VII.
Salutation.  (18)
  
A.
The salutation by the hand of Paul. 

B.
Remember my bonds.  (Paul was in prison when he wrote the book of Colossians: 

Acts 21:17-28;31.)

C.
May God's grace be with you. 

D.
Amen.  (So be it.)
Study questions on chapter 4:

1.
What instructions are given to masters in verse 1?

2.
What requests are made regarding prayer in verses 2-4?

3.
What directions are given in verses 5-6 regarding our walk, use of time, speech, and our 
witness?

4.
Record what you learn about the following people mentioned in this chapter. (7-17)



-Tychicus



-Onsesimus



-Aristarchus



-Marcus



-Justus



-Epaphras



-Luke



-Demas



-Nymphas



-Archippus

5.
To whom did Paul send salutations in verse 15 and what do you learn about the early 
church in this greeting?

6.
Where was this epistle to be read and what other epistle were the Colossians to read? (16)
7.
What special direction is given regarding Archippus in verse 17 and what do you learn 
about your own ministry from it?

8.
What request does Paul make in verse 18 and what blessing does he bestow upon the 
Colossians?

9.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY ONE

Miscellaneous Studies
1.
There was a dangerous heresy arising in the Colossian church.  From the book of 
Colossians, we can identify these threats and be alert to them in our own lives, ministries, 
and churches.  This false teaching:

-Was seductive: 2:4


-Stressed philosophy: 2:8


-Emphasized intellectualism or enlightenment: 2:3,8,23


-Was engulfed in ritual and tradition: 2:16,22


-Was legalistic: 2:21


-Involved worship of angels: 2:18


-Was according to the rudiments of the world: 2:8 (This might have been astrology, 
  
  but for sure it was not godly.) 


-Stressed self-abasement: 2:23


-Attacked the deity of Jesus Christ: 2:3


-Questioned the creative power and supremacy of Jesus Christ: 1:16-17


-Attacked Christ's humanity:  1:22; 2:9


-Attacked the redemptive power of Jesus, claiming something more was needed: 1:21-
22; 2:10,15 
2.
Read through the book of Colossians, list each verse which refers to Jesus, and 
summarize what you learn about Him.

3.  
Colossians is one of two New Testament epistles with a command for the churches to 
exchange and read the letters before various local assemblies. Compare Colossians 4:l6 
with 1 Thessalonians 5:27.

4.  
In Ephesians Paul discusses the Body of Christ, the 
Church.  In Colossians he writes 
about the head of that Body, Jesus Christ.  Read through both books, make a list of all the 
references to the church, and summarize each passage.

5.  
Colossians 1:12‑22 lists seven important aspects of salvation:



-Inheritance:  It makes us partakers of the inheritance of saints in light: 12.


-Deliverance: It delivers us from the power of darkness: 13.


-Translation:  It translates us into the Kingdom of the Son of His love: 13.


-Redemption:  Through it we have redemption through His blood: 14.


-Forgiveness:  By it we have forgiveness of sins: 14.


-Reconciliation:  It reconciles us to God: 21.


-Transformation: It presents  us holy and without fault in His sight: 22.
6..
Many verses in Colossians are nearly identical to verses in Ephesians.  Here are some 
examples.  Can you find others? 


           Topic                        


Colossians     Ephesians


    Knowledge of God and His will

1:9-11

1:l5-l9


    The place of Christ



1:15-19
1:20-23


    Reconciliation through Christ

1:20-23
1:7,10; 2:10


    The ministry of Paul


1:25

3:7


    The mystery of God's grace


1:26,27
3:9,10


    Rooted and built up



2:7

3:17


    Deceitful doctrines



2:8

4:14


    True circumcision



2:11-15
2:11-22


    The headship of Christ


2:19

4:15-16


    Principalities and powers


2:20

6:12


    Put off, put on



3:9-10

4:22-25


    Kindness and forgiveness


3:12-13
4:32


    Spiritual worship



3:16,17
5:19-20


    Family relationships


3:18; 4:1
5:21; 6:9


    Request for intercession


4:3

6:19


    Conduct toward the unbeliever

4:5

5:16


    Call to steadfastness


4:12

6:14

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY TWO

Your Spiritual Clothing

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1I.
Introduction.  A natural parallel of a spiritual truth.

A.
Clothing in the natural world:  Matthew 6:31-32;  1 Peter 3:2-3


B.
Clothing in the spiritual world:  Genesis 45:22

II.
The importance of garments:  Genesis 3:7,21
III.
Our spiritual garments apart from Christ.

A.
They are cursed:


Psalms 109:19


B.
They are spotted:


Jude 23


C.
They are defiled:


Revelation 3:4


D.
They are moth eaten:


James 5:2


E.
They are shameful:


Psalms 132:18


F.
They are deceitful:


Zechariah 13:4


G.
They are violent:


Psalms 73:6


H.
They are strange:


Zephaniah l:8


I.
They are filthy:


Zechariah 3:3-5


J.
They are covetous:


1 Thessalonians 2:5


K.
They are malicious:


1 Peter 2:16


L.
They are transparent:


John 15:22; Revelation 3:17

K.
They are filthy and naughty:

James 1:21
IV.
How to exchange your old garments for new.

A.
We are the ones who must pull off the old clothes of the world and put on the new 

spiritual garments provided through our redemption:  Colossians 3:8; James 1:21.

B.
We are responsible for our own spiritual clothing:  Revelation 16:15.

C.
We cannot put new clothes on top of the old:  Matthew 9:16.

D.
We cannot wear second-hand clothes:  Revelation 7:14.

E.
We must heed the warning labels:  Matthew 7:15; 23:5.


V.
Our new spiritual clothing:


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A.
The garment of salvation:


Isaiah 61:10; 2 Chronicles 6:41


B.
The garment of praise:


Isaiah 61:3


C.
The garment of righteousness:

Isaiah 61:10


D.
The garment of humility:


1 Peter 5:5


E.
The garment of power:


Luke 24:49 


F.
The garment of mercy: 


Colossians 3:12


G.
The garment of kindness:


Colossians 3:12


H.
The garment of humility:


Colossians 3:12


I.
The garment of meekness:


Colossians 3:12


J.
The garment of patience:


Colossians 3:12


K.
The garment of forebearance:


Colossians 3:13


L.
The garment of forgiveness:


Colossians 3:13


M.
The garment of love:



Colossians 3:14

VI.
Protecting our new garments.  Our spiritual armor described in Ephesians 6:10-18.



23

