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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF ISAIAH
AUTHOR:  Isaiah: Meaning “Jehovah is salvation.  See Supplemental Study Two for a biographical profile of Isaiah.
TO WHOM:  Judah.   “Israel” is used interchangeably in Isaiah for Judah and Israel. 
PURPOSE:  Correction, reproof, judgment, and restoration of God’s people.
KEY VERSE:  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6)
LIFE AND MINISTRY PRINCIPLE:  Rebellion leads to retribution. Repentance leads to restoration.  The nation of Assyria represents power and the philosophy of godlessness. Babylon represents apostacy, deceit, and religious error.  We must guard against both spiritual forces, still at work in our world today, seeking to take God’s people captive.
MAIN CHARACTERS:  Isaiah, Ahaz (chapter 7); Hezekiah (chapters 36-39).
A BRIEF OUTLINE:

Part One:  The Book Of Judgment: 1-35.
I.
Prophecies concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 1:1-12:6.
II.
Prophecies against foreign nations: 13:1-23:18.
III.
Prophecies of the establishment of the Kingdom: 24:1-27:13.
IV.
Prophecies concerning Judah in relation to Assyria: 28-35.
Part Two:  Historic Interlude: Transition from the Assyrian to the Babylonian periods: 36-39.
Part Three:  The Book Of Comfort: 40-66.
I.
Comfort of the exiles by the promise of restoration: 40:1-66:24.
II.
Comfort of the exiles by the prophecy of Jesus the Messiah: 49:1-57:21.
III.
Comfort of the exiles by the prophecy of the future glory of Israel: 58:1-66:24.
BOOKS OF PROPHECY:  Beginning with Isaiah through the conclusion of the Old Testament are the books of prophecy.  Although there are prophetic sections in other books of the Bible, these books are chiefly prophetic.  The books have been divided into major and minor prophets based on their length, not on the importance or urgency of their message.  For more on the Old Testament prophets and their ministry see Supplemental Study One.
Isaiah, as well as the other prophets, addresses events in the immediate as well as in the distant future of Israel and all of God’s people in the end-times.  For example, Isaiah blends judgments on Israel and Judah by Assyria and Babylon with the future judgment in the tribulation (Isaiah 2:10-11; Revelation 6:19).  The “day of the Lord” or the phrase “in that day” expands the meaning of the present judgment to include all nations of the world in the end-times (Ezekiel 2:12-22).  The use of this phrase always identifies a critical time in which God intervenes to accomplish specific purposes.  It is important to analyze the context in order to understand the prophetic perspective of each revelation.
There is much about future events which is not revealed in God's Word. That which is  revealed has been interpreted in different ways by students of the Bible.  It is not necessary to understand all the various interpretations since most of these center on the exact timing of certain prophetic events or specific details of these events.  But it is important is to have a general understanding of what the Bible says will happen in the future. The following summarizes these important events:

I.
The Rapture:


The Bible teaches that the Lord will return to earth for believers.


Jesus promised His followers:  “...I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also”  (John 14:2-3).

A.
The Rapture: 


1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 gives the most detail about Christ's return for believers.



1.
Christ Himself will return. (Verse 16)



2.
There will be a resurrection from the grave of those who were




believers when they died. (Verse 16)



3.
There will be a rapture, which means "the act of taking a person




from one place to another.” Living believers will be taken from




earth to meet Christ. (Verse 17)



4.
There will be a reunion between believers who have previously died, 



believers living at the time of Christ's return, and the Lord Jesus 




Christ. (Verse 17)


B.
The Timing Of The Rapture:



Some people believe the rapture will occur before the tribulation and that 



believers will not have to experience any of this terrible time on earth. 



Others believe the rapture will happen midway through this period or that it will 


happen at the end of the tribulation. The most common interpretation is that the 


rapture of believers will happen before the tribulation period begins. The different 

views of the timing of the rapture result from various interpretations of the 


prophetic information given in Scripture.  What is most important is to know you 


are a true believer and will be ready to go with Jesus when it does occur.
II.
The Tribulation: The Bible tells of a terrible time on earth which is called the tribulation.


A.
The tribulation will last for 42 months or 1,260 days (Daniel 9:24-27).


B.
Three things will distinguish the tribulation from all other times of trouble.



1.
First, it will be worldwide and not just local (Revelation  3:10).


2.
Second, people will realize the end of the world is near (Revelation 6:16).


3.
Third, the intensity of the trouble will be greater than ever before 




experienced  (Matthew 24:4-14).  


C.
Its description: There are a series of judgments of God on the earth during the 


tribulation. These are described in Revelation chapters 6, 8-9, and 16 and 



Matthew 24:4-14.


D.
The reason for the tribulation: The wickedness of man must be punished, Satan 


defeated, and Jesus acknowledged as Lord of all. This completes God's plan of the 

ages detailed in Ephesians 1:8-9.

III.
The Millennium:
The Millennium is a period of 1,000  years after the tribulation during which Jesus will rule the earth in righteousness (Zechariah 14:9; Daniel 7:14).  The city of  Jerusalem will be the center of government (Isaiah 2:3).  This period will end 
when Satan stages a last revolt against God (Revelation 20:7-9). God sends fire from Heaven to end all opposition and Satan and his demonic forces will be cast into the lake of fire for eternity (Revelation 20:10).  

IV.
Judgment:



All created beings will be judged by God. This is known as the time of



eternal judgment.  Those who died as unbelievers will be resurrected to face 


judgment.  Because they did  not repent from sin and accept Jesus as  Savior, they 

will be condemned to 
eternity in Hell (Revelation 20:12-15).  True believers who 


repented from
sin and accepted Jesus as Savior will spend eternity in Heaven in 


the presence of God (Revelation 21).

QUESTIONS ON THE INTRODUCTION:
1.
Who wrote the book?

2.
To whom is the book written?

3.
What is the purpose of the book?

4.
What is the key verse?

5.
What are the life and ministry principles of this book?

6.
Who are the main characters?

7.
Give a brief outline of the book.
8.
Summarize what you learned about the books of prophecy.
9.
Give a brief outline of end-time events as prophesied in God’s Word.
OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH
Part One.:

The Book Of Judgment

Chapters  1-35

Isaiah 1

1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the Lord hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me.

3 The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.

4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward.

5 Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint.

6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment.

7 Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire: your land, strangers devour it in your presence, and it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers.

8 And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city.

9 Except the Lord of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah.

10 Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah.

11 To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the Lord: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats.

12 When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts?

13 Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting.

14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them.

15 And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood.

16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil;

17 Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.

18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:

20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

21 How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was full of judgment; righteousness lodged in it; but now murderers.

22 Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed with water:

23 Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards: they judge not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of the widow come unto them.

24 Therefore saith the Lord, the Lord of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, I will ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies:

25 And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin:

26 And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city.

27 Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness.

28 And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall be together, and they that forsake the Lord shall be consumed.

29 For they shall be ashamed of the oaks which ye have desired, and ye shall be confounded for the gardens that ye have chosen.

30 For ye shall be as an oak whose leaf fadeth, and as a garden that hath no water.

31 And the strong shall be as tow, and the maker of it as a spark, and they shall both burn together, and none shall quench them.

Outline 1:

(Introduction:  A call to repentance for Judah.)

I.
The vision.  (A vision is like a picture in the mind which is seen by spiritual perception.  
It provides revelation from God.  The test of a true prophet is that what he speaks comes 
to pass:  Deuteronomy 18:22.)  (1) 


A.
This is the vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz.


B.
The vision concerned Judah and Jerusalem.  (As all of the Old Testament, Isaiah 


is also applicable to New Testament believers: 1 Corinthians 10:11.) 

C.
The vision was given in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of 

Judah (during whose reigns Isaiah prophesied.). 

II.
The wickedness of Judah.  (2-6)

Hear, oh heavens, and give ear, oh earth! For the Lord has spoken. (Inhabitants of the 
heavens and earth are called to bear witness to this revelation.)

A.
I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against Me.



The ox knows (instinctively) its owner and the donkey its master's crib (where it is 

fed), but Israel does not know, My people do not consider.   (The name “Israel” is 

used here and in other references to denote all of the covenant people of God, not 


just the northern kingdom who went by that name when the tribes were divided. 


Here, God says that the animals know their masters and recognize His provisions, 

but His people do not know Him despite His desire for relationship with them.)  

B.
They are a sinful nation.



1.
They are a people laden with iniquity.  (They were loaded down with sin, 



like an 
overloaded wagon: Matthew 11:28.)


2.
They are a brood of evildoers.



3.
They are children who are corrupters.

C.
Their sins.


1.
They have forsaken the Lord.



2.
They have provoked to anger The Holy One of Israel.




(The Holy One Of Israel, is used repeatedly in Isaiah to emphasize the 



contrast between God and the sinful nature of His people.  Other 




references where it is used:  Psalm 71:22; 78:41; Jeremiah 50:29; and 



Ezekiel 39:7.)



3.
They have turned away backward.  (They are backslidden.)


4.
They revolt more and more--why should you be stricken again?



(They continually revolt, despite God’s repeated discipline.)

D.
Their condition.



1.
The whole head is sick.



2.
The whole heart faints (the seat of their will, emotions, etc., is feeble).


3.
From the sole of the foot even to the head (of the nation’s body):




a.
There is no soundness.




b.
There are only wounds, bruises, and putrefying sores.



4.
They have not been closed (stitched up), bound up (bandaged), or soothed 



with ointment.   (No one has found a remedy for their condition.)


(This passage does not mean all sickness is a result of personal sin.  Sickness is 


used here as an analogy to describe their spiritual condition.)
III.
Judgment on Judah (through the Assyrians—because of Judah’s sins). (7-9)


A.
Their country.  (It is compared to a ravished battlefield.  Israel was warned of this 

in Deuteronomy 28:49-52; 32:21,30.)


1.
Your country is desolate.



2.
Your cities are burned with fire.


B.
Your land.



1.
Strangers devour your land in your presence.



2.
It is desolate, as overthrown by strangers. 

C.
Their holy city, Jerusalem:  The daughter of Zion is left:



1.
As a booth in a vineyard.



2.
As a hut in a garden of cucumbers.



3.
As a besieged city. 


(The daughter of Zion is a term used for God’s people, Israel.)


D.
Their people:



Unless the Lord of Hosts had left to us a very small remnant:



(“Lord of Hosts” is used when referring to God as commander of the armies of 


heaven and earth.)



1.
We would have become like Sodom.



2.
We would have been made like Gomorrah. 



(If God had not spared a remnant, His people would have perished like 



Sodom and Gomorrah: Genesis 19:24; Romans 9:29.)
IV.
Judah's sacrifices and worship are unacceptable.  (10-15a)


(Sacrifices and worship are meaningless without relationship and righteousness because 
sin separates from God.)


Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom; Give ear to the law of our God, you 
people of Gomorrah.  (God is referring to them as Sodom and Gomorrah because of the 
depravity of their sin). 

A.
To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices to Me?  (Sacrifices are 


not acceptable unless they are made from a repentant heart.  See 1 Samuel 15:22; 

Psalm 51:17; Micah 6:6-8.)


1.
I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed cattle.


2.
I do not delight in the blood of bulls, lambs, or goats. 


B.
When you come to appear before Me, who has required this from your hand, to 


trample My courts (like a herd of animals)? 

C.
Bring no more futile sacrifices:



1.
Incense is an abomination to Me.



2.
The New Moons, the Sabbaths, and the calling of assemblies.




a.
I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting. 



b.
My soul hates Your New Moons and your appointed feasts.




c.
They are a trouble to Me and I am weary of bearing them. 



(These practices had become rituals without meaning, a mere of godliness.  


Their offerings were unacceptable because of their unconfessed sin.)


D.
When you spread out your hands (their custom was to spread their hands out with 

palms upward when they prayed):



1.
I will hide My eyes from you.



2.
I will not hear, even though you make many prayers.
V.
A call to repentance.  (15b-17)

Your hands are full of blood:


A.
Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean (in the blood of the Lamb).


B.
Put away the evil of your doings from before My eyes.


C.
Cease to do evil.


D.
Learn to do good.


E.
Seek justice.


F.
Rebuke the oppressor.


G.
Defend the fatherless.


H.
Plead for the widow. 
VI.
Promises to the repentant.  (18-20)


A.
Come now, and let us reason together (let us settle this), says the Lord.



1.
Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.



2.
Though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 


(Genesis 2:19 is the first use of the name "Adam".  It comes from the Hebrew 


word "red", the color of the middle eastern soil from which man was created.  


Thus, this reference "...though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 


snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool".  No laundry soap 


could remove the crimson dye, just as no remedy can remove the stain of our sin.  


We can only be cleaned by the blood of the lamb, Jesus Christ!)


B.
If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land (you will be 


blessed); But if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword.  (God is 

willing to forgive if they will repent.  He gave them almost 100 years to repent 


before sending judgment.  Decisions determine destiny.)

C.
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 

VII.
The sinful city. (21-31) 


A.
The faithful city has become a harlot (a spiritual idolater).


1.
It was full of justice (now it is filled with injustice).



2.
Righteousness lodged in it, but now murderers live there. 


3.
Your silver has become dross.



4.
Your wine is mixed with water.


5.
Your princes are rebellious and companions of thieves.




a.
Everyone loves bribes and follows after rewards.



b.
They do not defend the fatherless.




c.
The cause of the widow does not come before them.


(The way orphans and widows are treated is evidence of true justice.) 


B.
Judgment will come:  



Therefore the Lord says, the Lord of Hosts, the Mighty One of Israel:



1.
I will rid Myself of My adversaries.



2.
I will take vengeance on My enemies (those who oppose Him by living in 



sin and rebellion).


3.
I will turn My hand against you (judgment will come against you).


4.
I will thoroughly purge away your dross, and take away all your alloy.



(The purpose of judgment:  Removing spiritual  impurities in a manner 



analogous to how dross and alloy are removed from precious metals.)


C.
Restoration will follow.




1.
I will restore your judges as at the first, and your counselors as at the 



beginning. (God will restore the judges—His original plan for 




government--instead of the kings which His people had demanded.  Only 



the King of Kings, the Messiah Jesus Christ,  will rule the Kingdom.)


2.
Afterward you shall be called the city of righteousness, the 
faithful city. 


3.
Zion will be redeemed with justice, and her penitents with righteousness. 


4.
Sin will be conquered.




a.
The destruction of transgressors and of sinners shall be together, 




and those who forsake the Lord shall be consumed. 



b.
You shall be ashamed of the terebinth trees which you have 




desired.  (These trees marked the locations of idol worship.) 



c.
You shall be embarrassed because of the gardens which you have 




chosen.  (This  refers to the gardens where idolatrous 





worship occurred.)





d.
You shall be as a terebinth whose leaf fades.




e.
You shall be as a garden that has no water. 

D.
Judgment will be final.



1.
The strong shall be as tinder, and the work of it as a spark.



2.
Both will burn together.



3.
No one shall quench them.  
Study questions on chapter 1:
1.
Using verse 1 and outline point I, answer the following questions.


-What is a vision?



-To whom was this vision addressed?



-When was the vision given?



-Who was given this vision?

2.
Using verses 2-6  and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What are the inhabitants of heaven and earth to bear witness to? 



-What analogy does God use to describe His people and why?


-To whom does the name “Israel” refer in this reference? 



-How does God describe Israel as a nation?



-What specific sins have they committed?



-Using point II D, summarize their condition because of these sins. 

3.
Using verses 7-9 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-How is the land described after judgment?



-How is their holy city described?



-What does “the daughter of Zion” mean?



-What would have occurred had not the Lord left a remnant of His people?



-To what were their cities compared? 

4.
Using verses 10-15a  and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What question does the Lord ask?



-Why were the sacrifices of the people unacceptable?



-What did God hate and why?



-What would be God’s response to their prayers?

5.
Using verses 15b-17 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-How did God describe their hands? 



-Using points A-H, summarize what the Lord commanded them to do.

6.
Using verses 18-20 and outline point VI, summarize the promises to those who repented.
7.
Using verses 21-31 and outline point VII, answer the following questions.



-Using point A, describe the faithful city.  




-What was the city like previously?  




-What had it become because of sin?  




-To what is their city compared?



-What are two evidences of true justice?



-Using point B, list the  “I will” statements made by God.



-Summarize the promises of restoration given in point VII C.



-What do you learn about judgment in point VII D?

8.
At the time of the writing of this chapter, was the judgment past, future, or both?
9.
List the terms used to describe sin in the following verses 2,4,5,16,20,23,28.

10.
List the analogies used for sin in verses 6,8,18,22,25,30,31.

11.
List the names for God used in this chapter.

12.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?  
13.
Take a spiritual inventory to be sure none of the sins mentioned in this chapter are 
hindering you from fulfilling God’s purposes in your life.

Isaiah 2

1 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2 And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.

3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

4 And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

5 O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the Lord.

6 Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the house of Jacob, because they be replenished from the east, and are soothsayers like the Philistines, and they please themselves in the children of strangers.

7 Their land also is full of silver and gold, neither is there any end of their treasures; their land is also full of horses, neither is there any end of their chariots:

8 Their land also is full of idols; they worship the work of their own hands, that which their own fingers have made:

9 And the mean man boweth down, and the great man humbleth himself: therefore forgive them not.

10 Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his majesty.

11 The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day.

12 For the day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low:

13 And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan,

14 And upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills that are lifted up,

15 And upon every high tower, and upon every fenced wall,

16 And upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upon all pleasant pictures.

17 And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low: and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day.

18 And the idols he shall utterly abolish.

19 And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

20 In that day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which they made each one for himself to worship, to the moles and to the bats;

21 To go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

22 Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for wherein is he to be accounted of?

Outline 2:

(The future hope; the coming judgment.)
I.
The future hope. (1-4) 


(See also Micah 4:1-5.)


The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 


A.
Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the Lord's house 


(Mt. Moriah—also called Zion):



1.
Shall be established on the top of the mountains.



2.
Shall be exalted above the hills.



3.
All nations shall flow to it.


(Jerusalem will be exalted above all the kingdoms of the world and the nations 


shall flow into it.  The “latter days” refers to the end-times: Hebrews 1:2; 


1 John 2:18.)


B.
Many people shall come and say:



1.
Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the 



God of Jacob.  (As we travel on our spiritual journey we are to invite 



others to accompany us.  See also Ephesians 2:19-22 and 1 Peter 2:4-9.)


2.
He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.

C.
For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

D.
He shall judge between the nations, and rebuke many people.


E.
They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks.



1.
Nation shall not lift up sword against nation.



2.
Neither shall they learn war anymore. 

(An end-time prophecy:  Government and religion will be centered in Jerusalem during 
the millennial age and there will be no more war.)

II.
The coming judgment.  (5-22)

(Judgment must precede the time described in verses 1-4.)


Oh house of Jacob: Come and walk in the light of the Lord. (Jesus Christ, the light of the 
world.  Light reveals what is concealed by darkness.)

A.
Their sins had resulted in.


1.
No true relationship: 




You have forsaken Your people, the house of Jacob.



2.
No true spirituality:




They are filled with eastern ways. (The beliefs, customs, and culture of 



evil nations.)



a.
They are soothsayers like the Philistines. (They have allowed 




the occult to operate in their midst.)



b.
They are pleased with the children of foreigners. 




(They made agreements and alliances with foreigners to try to 




secure their safety instead of trusting God.)



3.
No true worth:




Their land is also full of silver and gold, and there is no end to their 



treasures.  (They depended on their material treasures instead of God.)


4.
No  true power:




Their land is also full of horses, and there is no end to their chariots.



(This was forbidden according to Deuteronomy 17:14-17.)



5.
No true faith:




Their land is also full of idols.




a.
They worship the work of their own hands, that which their own 




fingers have made. 



b.
People bow down, and each man humbles himself.



6.
No true repentance:




Therefore do not forgive them (because they are not truly repentant). 


B.
Their judgment.  (There was immediate application in that day, but this also is 


applicable to the end-times.)


1.
There will be no place to hide.




Enter into the rock and hide in the dust from the terror of the Lord 




and the glory of His majesty. 


2.
Pride will be abased.




The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, the haughtiness of men 




shall be bowed down, and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that 




day. 



3.
Every level of society will be affected.




For the day of the Lord of Hosts shall come upon everything proud and 



lofty, upon everything lifted up--and it shall be brought low:




a.
Leaders:





Upon all the cedars of Lebanon that are high and lifted up and 




upon all the oaks of Bashan.  (The stately trees are an analogy of 




proud, self-sufficient leaders.)



b.
Governments and nations:





Upon all the high mountains and upon all the hills that are lifted 




up.




c.
The military:





Upon every high tower and upon every fortified wall.




d.
The economy:




Upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upon all the beautiful sloops. 





(The trading ships are representative of the economy.)




e.
Important members of society:




The loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of 




men shall be brought low.



4.
Idolatry will be abolished.




The Lord alone will be exalted in that day, but the idols He shall utterly 



abolish. 




a.
The people shall go into the holes of the rocks and into the caves of 



the earth to try to hide:





(1)
From the terror of the Lord.





(2)
From the glory of His majesty.





(3)
From the time when He arises to shake the earth mightily. 




b.
In that day a man will cast away his idols of moles and bats made 




of silver and gold, each for himself to worship, to the moles and 




bats.


C.
Instead of repenting: The wicked will go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the 


crags of the rugged rocks to hide:



1.
From the terror of the Lord.



2.
From the glory of His majesty.



3.
From when He arises to shake the earth mightily. 


D.
Sever yourselves from such a man, whose breath is in his nostrils. For of what 


account (worth) is he?  


(They were to stop putting their trust in man instead of God.  In what do you 


trust?  Human wealth?  Your own righteousness?  Your own efforts? Idols?)
Study questions on chapter 2:
1. 
Using verses 1-4 and outline point I, answer the following questions.


-What does this vision concern?



-What do you learn about the Lord’s house in the latter days?



-What will people say at that time?



-What will go out of Zion and Jerusalem?



-What judgment will occur?



-What will happen to the weapons of war?


-When will this vision be fulfilled?


-How does 1 Peter 2:4-5 explain the house of the Lord spiritually?

2.
Using verses 5-22  and outline point II, answer the following questions.


-What is the opening appeal to the house of Jacob in this passage?



-Using point II A and items 1-6, summarize their sins. 


-Using point II B 1-4, summarize the judgment that is to come.



-According to point II C, what will the wicked do instead of repenting?



-From what will the wicked attempt to flee?



-What is the final warning in point II D?

3.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?
Isaiah 3

1 For, behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts, doth take away from Jerusalem and from Judah the stay and the staff, the whole stay of bread, and the whole stay of water,

2 The mighty man, and the man of war, the judge, and the prophet, and the prudent, and the ancient,

3 The captain of fifty, and the honourable man, and the counsellor, and the cunning artificer, and the eloquent orator.

4 And I will give children to be their princes, and babes shall rule over them.

5 And the people shall be oppressed, every one by another, and every one by his neighbour: the child shall behave himself proudly against the ancient, and the base against the honourable.

6 When a man shall take hold of his brother of the house of his father, saying, Thou hast clothing, be thou our ruler, and let this ruin be under thy hand:

7 In that day shall he swear, saying, I will not be an healer; for in my house is neither bread nor clothing: make me not a ruler of the people.

8 For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen: because their tongue and their doings are against the Lord, to provoke the eyes of his glory.

9 The shew of their countenance doth witness against them; and they declare their sin as Sodom, they hide it not. Woe unto their soul! for they have rewarded evil unto themselves.

10 Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they shall eat the fruit of their doings.

11 Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him: for the reward of his hands shall be given him.

12 As for my people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, they which lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths.

13 The Lord standeth up to plead, and standeth to judge the people.

14 The Lord will enter into judgment with the ancients of his people, and the princes thereof: for ye have eaten up the vineyard; the spoil of the poor is in your houses.

15 What mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and grind the faces of the poor? saith the Lord God of hosts.

16 Moreover the Lord saith, Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with stretched forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and making a tinkling with their feet:

17 Therefore the Lord will smite with a scab the crown of the head of the daughters of Zion, and the Lord will discover their secret parts.

18 In that day the Lord will take away the bravery of their tinkling ornaments about their feet, and their cauls, and their round tires like the moon,

19 The chains, and the bracelets, and the mufflers,

20 The bonnets, and the ornaments of the legs, and the headbands, and the tablets, and the earrings,

21 The rings, and nose jewels,

22 The changeable suits of apparel, and the mantles, and the wimples, and the crisping pins,

23 The glasses, and the fine linen, and the hoods, and the vails.

24 And it shall come to pass, that instead of sweet smell there shall be stink; and instead of a girdle a rent; and instead of well set hair baldness; and instead of a stomacher a girding of sackcloth; and burning instead of beauty.

25 Thy men shall fall by the sword, and thy mighty in the war.

26 And her gates shall lament and mourn; and she being desolate shall sit upon the ground.

Outline 3:

(Judgment on Judah and Jerusalem in God’s courtroom.) 

I.
Judgment on Judah and Jerusalem.  (1-7)

Jerusalem is ruined and Judah is fallen.


A.
Judgment on the economy.


For behold, the Lord, the Lord of Hosts, takes away from Jerusalem and from 


Judah:



1.
The stock  (basic supplies upon which they depend). 


2.
The store.



3.
The whole supply of bread.



4.
The whole supply of water.


B.
Judgment on the social structure.


The Lord takes away from Jerusalem and from Judah:



1.
The mighty man.



2.
The man of war.



3.
The judge.



4.
The prophet.



5.
The diviner.



6.
The elder.



7.
The captain of fifty.



8.
The honorable man.



9.
The counselor.



10.
The skillful artisan.



11.
The expert enchanter. 


C.
Judgment by unqualified leadership.



I will give children (youths) to be their princes, and babes shall rule over them.


(The leaders will be unqualified and will make foolish, child-like decisions.)


D.
Judgment by the disintegration of society.




1.
The people will be oppressed, every one by another and every one by his 



neighbor.



2.
The child will be insolent toward the elder.



3.
The base (lower class) will be insolent toward the honorable. 



4.
A man will take hold of his brother in the house of his father, saying:




a.
You have clothing.




b.
You be our ruler.




c.
Let these ruins be under your power.




(Conditions will be so bad that anyone who has decent clothing will be 



considered privileged and a candidate to serve as a leader.  No one will 



want to serve, however, because circumstances are so hopeless.)



5.
In that day his brother will protest, saying:




a.
I cannot cure your ills.




b.
In my house is neither food nor clothing.




c.
Do not make me a ruler of the people. 

 II.
Judgment in God’s court.  (8-26)


(The analogy used is of a court is in session.   The righteous are exempt.  The wicked are 
witnesses against themselves.  God is the judge.) 


A.
Judgment:  It is deserved.



1.
Their tongue and their doings are against the Lord to provoke the eyes of 



His glory. (They defy His presence.)



2.
The look on their countenance witnesses against them.  (The sinful pride 



and arrogance of their countenance witnesses against them.)



3.
They declare their sin as Sodom--they do not hide it.  (Sin is no longer 



concealed, but is boldly done openly.  This is the final stage of rebellion.)



4.
They have brought evil upon themselves--woe to their soul. 

B.
Judgment:  The righteous vs. the wicked.  


1.
Say to the righteous that it shall be well with them, for they shall eat the 



fruit of their doings. 


2.
Woe to the wicked! It shall be ill with him, for the reward of his hands 



shall be given him. (Whatever the wicked have done will be done to them.)


3.
As for My people:




a.
Children are their oppressors.  (The leaders had no more sense 




than children.)



b.
Women rule over them.  (Because qualified men are removed 




and/or dead.)



c.
Those who lead you cause you to err and destroy the way of your 




paths. 


C.
Judgment:  The Judge.



The Lord stands up to plead, and stands to judge the people. 


The Lord will enter into judgment:



1.
With the elders of His people.



2.
With His princes.


D.
Judgment:  The reasons for the judgment.


1.
You have eaten up the vineyard.



2.
Your houses are filled with the plunder of the poor. 


3.
You crush my people.



4.
You grind the faces of the poor--what do you mean by doing this?


5.
You are haughty.




a.
The daughters of Zion are haughty:




b.
They walk with outstretched necks and wanton eyes.




c.
They are walking and mincing as they go.




d.
They make a jingling with their feet.



(Their entire focus was on their outward appearance, fashion, fads, and 



seductive behavior:  1 Peter 3:3-5; Proverbs 11:22.)


E.
Judgment: The sentence is  pronounced.


1.
Strike with a scab the crown of the head of the daughters of Zion.




(This is directed not only to sinful women, but to the daughter cities--all 



the “children” of Zion.  Cities are referred to in the feminine gender.  



Amos 4:1-3 has a similar message to the northern kingdom.)



2.
Uncover their secret parts. (Afflict them with social diseases.)


3.
Take away the finery:



a.
The jingling anklets.




b.
The scarves.




c.
The crescents.




d.
The pendants.




e.
The bracelets.




f.
The veils.




g.
The headdresses.




h.
The leg ornaments.




i.
The headbands.




j.
The perfume boxes.




k.
The charms.




l.
The rings.




m
The nose jewels.




n.
The festal apparel.




o.
The mantles.




p.
The outer garments.




q.
The purses.




r.
The mirrors.




s.
The fine linen.




t.
The turbans.




u.
The robes. 



4.
And it will be that:




a.
Instead of a sweet smell, there will be a stench.




b.
Instead of a sash, a rope. (They will wear the attire of bondage and 




mourning.)



c.
Instead of well-set hair, baldness.




d.
Instead of a rich robe, a girding of sackcloth.




e.
Instead of beauty, branding (as slaves).


5.
Your men shall fall by the sword, and your mighty in the war. 



6.
Her gates shall lament and mourn.



7.
She (the city of Jerusalem), being desolate, shall sit on the ground. 


(Immodest appearance and conduct are used as examples to describe the sins of 
Jerusalem and her “daughters”.  This is directed at the children of Zion,  the people and 
nations that were participants in her sins.)
Study questions on chapter 3:
1
Using verses 1-7 and outline point I, answer the following questions.


-Upon whom is this judgment coming?



-How will the economy be judged?



-How will the social structure be judged?



-How will leadership be affected by judgment?



-Using point I D, summarize the results of the disintegration of society.
2.
Using verses 8-26  and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What analogy is used in verses 8-26?  Who is in control?  Who is the judge?


-According to point II A:




-Why is judgment deserved?




-What bears witness against them?




-How is their sin like that of Sodom?




-Who has brought this evil upon them?



-According to point II B:




-What will become of the righteous?




-What will become of the wicked?




-What does it mean that “children are their oppressors” and “women rule 



over them”?




-What were the leaders causing the people to do?




-Who is the judge in this “courtroom”?



-Using point II D, list five specific reasons for judgment.



-Using point II E, summarize the judgment pronounced on the people of 



Zion, their warriors, their gates, and the city itself.

3.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 4

1 And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy name, to take away our reproach.

2 In that day shall the branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel.

3 And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem:

4 When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning.

5 And the Lord will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence.

6 And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the daytime from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from storm and from rain.

Outline 4:

(The reality and the restoration.)
I.
The reality.  (1)

And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying: 


A.
We will eat our own food and wear our own apparel.


B.
Only let us be called by your name to take away our reproach. 


(“In that day” refers to dire conditions after divine judgment, of which the lack of men is 
an example because so many killed in battle. Widows had no means of support in those 
days, and being childless was shameful.  These conditions existed then and will exist in 
the end-times as well.)

II.
The restoration. (2-6)

(There will be both spiritual and material restoration.)


A.
Jesus will be exalted.



In that day the Branch of the Lord (a reference to Jesus Christ) shall be beautiful 


and glorious.  (The “shoot” will come from the seemingly dead branch of the 


dynasty of King David:  Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah 23:5; 33:15; Zechariah 3:8; 6:12.)

B.
The land will be restored.



The fruit of the earth shall be excellent and appealing for those of Israel who have 

escaped. 


C.
Sin will be judged and cleansed.



And it shall come to pass that he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem (the 

remnant) will 
be called holy--everyone who is recorded among the living in 


Jerusalem. (To be holy means to be set apart in righteousness for God’s 



purposes.)


1.
When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion.




(The “daughters of Zion” refers to God’s people in general as they 



are called the Bride of the Lord.) 



2.
When the Lord has purged the blood of Jerusalem from her midst by the 



spirit of judgment and by the spirit of burning.  (The spirit of burning 



refers to God who is described as a consuming fire.)

D.
God’s presence will dwell there.


Then the Lord will create above every dwelling place of Mount Zion and--above 


her assemblies--a cloud and smoke by day and the shining of a flaming fire by 


night. 


1.
For over all, the glory there will be a covering. 



(The visible presence of the Lord will be over every dwelling place in the 



end-times.  His spiritual presence now abides in all true believers.)



2.
And there will be a tabernacle:




a.
For shade in the daytime from the heat.




b.
For a place of refuge.




c.
For a shelter from storm and rain. 



(Jesus is a spiritual covering, a tabernacle, a shade, a refuge, and a 



shelter.)
Study questions on chapter 4:
1.
Using verse 1 and outline point I, answer the following questions.


-To when does “in that day” refer?



-What conditions are described in point I A?

2.
Using verses 2-6  and outline point II points A-D, describe what will happen during the 
restoration that follows judgment.
3.
Using point II D, list the words that describe what Jesus will be to His people.
4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 5

1 Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill:

2 And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein: and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.

3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard.

4 What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? wherefore, when I looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes?

5 And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down:

6 And I will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns: I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.

7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant: and he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry.

8 Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay field to field, till there be no place, that they may be placed alone in the midst of the earth!

9 In mine ears said the Lord of hosts, Of a truth many houses shall be desolate, even great and fair, without inhabitant.

10 Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, and the seed of an homer shall yield an ephah.

11 Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong drink; that continue until night, till wine inflame them!

12 And the harp, and the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts: but they regard not the work of the Lord, neither consider the operation of his hands.

13 Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge: and their honourable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst.

14 Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it.

15 And the mean man shall be brought down, and the mighty man shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled:

16 But the Lord of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy shall be sanctified in righteousness.

17 Then shall the lambs feed after their manner, and the waste places of the fat ones shall strangers eat.

18 Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope:

19 That say, Let him make speed, and hasten his work, that we may see it: and let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know it!

20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!

21 Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!

22 Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink:

23 Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him!

24 Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the law of the Lord of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.

25 Therefore is the anger of the Lord kindled against his people, and he hath stretched forth his hand against them, and hath smitten them: and the hills did tremble, and their carcases were torn in the midst of the streets. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.

26 And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, and will hiss unto them from the end of the earth: and, behold, they shall come with speed swiftly:

27 None shall be weary nor stumble among them; none shall slumber nor sleep; neither shall the girdle of their loins be loosed, nor the latchet of their shoes be broken:

28 Whose arrows are sharp, and all their bows bent, their horses' hoofs shall be counted like flint, and their wheels like a whirlwind:

29 Their roaring shall be like a lion, they shall roar like young lions: yea, they shall roar, and lay hold of the prey, and shall carry it away safe, and none shall deliver it.

30 And in that day they shall roar against them like the roaring of the sea: and if one look unto the land, behold darkness and sorrow, and the light is darkened in the heavens thereof.

Outline 5:

(The song of the vineyard.) 

I.
The vineyard.  (1-7)

A.
Now let me sing to my Well-beloved a song of my Beloved regarding His 



vineyard. (The Beloved is Jesus Christ. The vineyard, as identified in point I D, is 


Israel.  See also Psalm 80:8,14-15; Jeremiah 2:21; Hosea 10:1;  Zechariah 


3:10; and John chapter 10.)


1.
He has a vineyard on a very fruitful hill (rich soil).


2.
He dug it up, cleared out its stones, and planted it with the choicest vine.


3.
He built a tower in its midst (to protect it).



4.
He made a winepress in it.



5.
He expected it to bring forth good grapes, but it brought forth wild 




grapes. 


B.
And now, oh inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, please judge between 


Me and My vineyard. 


1.
What more could have been done to My vineyard that I have not done in 



it?


2.
Why then, when I expected it to bring forth good grapes, did it bring forth 



wild grapes? 


(As God’s people, Israel had every advantage, yet they failed to produce spiritual 


fruit. What about you?)


C.
And now, please let Me tell you what I will do to My vineyard:


1.
I will take away its hedge and it shall be burned (with the fire of 




judgment).



2.
I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down (by invading 



nations). 


3.
I will lay it waste.  (It will become a wasteland.)


4.
It shall not be pruned or dug, but briers and thorns shall come up there.



5.
I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain on it. 


D.
For the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah 


are His pleasant plant.


1.
He looked for justice, but behold, oppression.



2.
He looked for righteousness, but behold, a cry of distress.  


(Although this passage relates to the “vineyard” of Israel, it is also applicable to 


believers.  Despite God’s tender care for His people they remained unresponsive 


and unproductive. What is the condition of your “vineyard” before the Lord?)
II.
Impending judgment on the vineyard.  (8-23) 


A.
Woe to those who join house to house.



1.
They add field to field until there is no place where they may dwell alone 



in the midst of the land! 


2.
In my hearing the Lord of Hosts said:




a.
Truly, many houses shall be desolate, great and beautiful ones, 




without inhabitant. 



b.
For ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath (only 8 gallons), and 




a homer of seed shall yield one ephah (only one bushel). 


(Judgment is coming because of their extravagant living and greed.  The rich take 

all of the material resources, violently expelling the poor until there is no place 


for them.  Hence, their estates will become worthless and their crops will fail 


when judgment comes.) 


B.
Woe to those who rise early in the morning, that they may follow intoxicating 


drink, and who continue until night, till wine inflames them! 


1.
The harp and the strings, the tambourine and flute, and wine are in their 



feasts, but they do not regard the work of the Lord, nor consider the 



operation of His hands. 



2.
Therefore my people:




a
Have gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge.



b.
Their honorable men are famished.




c.
Their multitude is dried up with thirst. 



(When you reject the knowledge of God, you will go into captivity and 



hunger and thirst spiritually.)



3.
Therefore Sheol has enlarged itself and opened its mouth beyond measure.




Their glory, their multitude, their pomp, and he who is jubilant shall 



descend into it. 


4.
People shall be brought down:




a.
Each man shall be humbled.




b.
The eyes of the lofty shall be humbled. 


5.
But the Lord of Hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God who is holy 



shall be hallowed in righteousness.  Then: 



a.
The lambs shall feed in their pasture.




b.
Strangers shall eat in the waste places of the fat ones. 


(This woe is pronounced because God’s people have become a pleasure-seeking, 


God rejecting, substance-addicted nation.)


C.
Woe to those who draw iniquity with cords of vanity and sin as if with a cart rope 


that say:



1.
Let Him make speed and hasten His work so that we may see it.



2.
Let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw near and come so that we 



may know it. 



(This woe is pronounced because they deliberately sinned, thinking God would 


not see or care.  Their sins are so many that they are heaped up in a cart similar 


to products piled in a cart to take to market.)

D.
Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who put darkness for light, and 


light for darkness; who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 



(This woe is pronounced because they are deceived into believing evil is good and 

good is evil. They are living by their own standards instead of God’s standards, 


eliminating the distinctions between right and wrong.)  


E.
Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and prudent in their own sight! 


(This woe is directed against their pride and arrogance.) 


F.
Woe to men--valiant for mixing intoxicating drink--who justify the wicked for a 


bribe, and take away justice from the righteous man! 


(This woe describes corrupt leaders who are so intoxicated that they have no 


sense of justice.)

(In this passage, prophetic warnings are given against:


-Materialism and greed: 8-9


-A party style life: 11-18


-Doubt and skepticism: 18-19


-Rejection of moral values: 20

-Pride: 21

-Contempt for God: 21


-Addiction: Alcohol/drugs: 22


-Perverted justice: 22-23.)

III.
The judgment.  (24-30)

A.
Therefore (because of the sins identified in the previous passage), as the fire 


devours the stubble and the flame consumes the chaff, so their root will be as 


rottenness, and their blossom will ascend like dust.


B.
Because they have rejected the law of the Lord of Hosts and despised the word of 


the Holy One of Israel. Therefore:



1.
The anger of the Lord is aroused against His people.



2.
He has stretched out His hand against them and stricken them and the hills 


trembled.


3.
Their carcasses (dead bodies) were as refuse in the midst of the streets.



4.
For all this His anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still. 


C.
He will lift up a banner to the nations from afar and will whistle to them from the 


end of the earth.  (In that time, banners were lifted up to rally the troops.  God 


sent a signal to the nations to execute judgment on Judah because of their 
sins.)



1.
Surely they shall come with speed, swiftly. 


2.
No one will be weary or stumble among them.



3.
No one will slumber or sleep.



4.
The belt on their loins will not be loosed.



5.
The strap of their sandals will not be broken,



6.
Their arrows are sharp, and all their bows bent.



7.
Their horses' hooves will seem like flint.



8.
Their wheels will be like a whirlwind. 


9.
Their roaring will be like a lion:




a.
They will roar like young lions.




b.
Yes, they will roar and lay hold of the prey.




c.
They will carry it away safely, and no one will deliver. 


10.
They will roar against them like the roaring of the sea.

D.
There is no earthly remedy.



1.
And if one looks to the land, behold, darkness and sorrow.



2.
And the light is darkened by the clouds. 



(Their only hope was God, as is ours!) 
Study questions on chapter 5:
1.
Using verses 1-7 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What is the subject of the song of this chapter?



-Who does the vineyard represent? (point I D)


-Who is the keeper of the vineyard?



-Describe the vineyard--how it was prepared, what was built, and how it was 


tended.



-What question does the Lord ask regarding the vineyard?



-According to point I C, what does God decide to do regarding His unproductive 


vineyard?



-What did the Lord of the vineyard seek and what did He find instead?

2.
Using verses 8-23 and outline point II A-F, summarize each woe that is pronounced on 
the vineyard.
3.
Using the outline note following point II, list the sins itemized in this passage.

4.
Using verses 24-30 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-What judgment will come on the vineyard of the Lord?



-Why will this judgment occur?



-Who will the Lord signal to come against His people in judgment?



-Using point III C, describe how forces will come against His people.



-According to point III D, what conditions will result in the land from this 



judgment and will there be any remedy?
5.
Compare the vineyard parable in this chapter to the parable of the vineyard in Matthew 
21:33-41.


6.
Summarize what is revealed about the true vine and branches in John chapter 15?
7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 6

1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.

2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.

3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.

4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.

6 Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar:

7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.

9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not.

10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.

11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate,

12 And the Lord have removed men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land.

13 But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall be the substance thereof.

Outline 6:

(The first five chapters establish the sinful environment of Judah to whom Isaiah was called.  This chapter records Isaiah's call and commissioning as a prophet.)

I.
Isaiah's call.  (1-7) 


A.
When it happened:  In the year that King Uzziah died.



(King Uzziah had ruled for 52 years during which the nation had been blessed 


materially.  He brought the Philistines, the Arabians, and the Ammonite enemies 


into subjection.   For more on King Uzziah, see 2 Chronicles 26:16-20.)


B.
What Isaiah saw.



(See also Ezekiel 1:4-28.)



1.
I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His 




robe filled the temple.  (When the earthly throne was vacant, Isaiah saw a 



vision of the throne that is never vacated.)



2.
Above it stood seraphim:




a.
Each one had six wings: With two he covered his face, with two 




he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 



b.
And one cried to another and said:





(1)
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts.





(2)
The whole earth is full of His glory!  (Hebrews 2:14.) 




(We are not told much about the seraphim in scripture, other than  




they surround the throne of God.)



3.
And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him (the seraphim) 



who cried out.



4.
And the house was filled with smoke. 


C.
What Isaiah realized: So I said:



1.
Woe is me, for I am undone (unworthy)!


2.
Because I am a man of unclean lips.



3.
And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips.



4.
For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts. 


(When you are in the presence of God, you will sense your true spiritual 



condition.  See James 3:5 and Matthew 12:34.)

D.
What Isaiah experienced:  His sin is purged.



1.
Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which 



he had taken with the tongs from the altar. (The altar is where sin was 



dealt with: Leviticus 6:12,  You may be deemed unworthy and unclean, but 


you do not have to stay that way.  Sin is still dealt with at the altar through 


Jesus Christ.)


2.
And he touched my mouth with it, and said:




a.
Behold, this has touched your lips.




b.
Your iniquity is taken away.




c.
Your sin purged. 
II.
Isaiah's commission.  (8-13)

A.
He hears God’s question.



Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: "Whom shall I send, and who will go 


for Us?"  (God already knew how Isaiah would respond, but He gives freedom of 


choice.  What would be your response to this call?)

B.
He heeds God’s call.



Then I said, "Here am I! Send me."   (The answer to God’s call to ministry should 

be this simple: When we hear it, we respond, “Here am I.  Send me.”)

C.
He receives God’s mandate.  



And He said: Go, and tell this people:  (“Go and tell the people” is our divine 


mandate as well.)


1.
Keep on hearing, but do not understand.



2.
Keep on seeing, but do not perceive. 



3.
Make the heart of this people dull.



4.
Make their ears heavy.


5.
Shut their eyes.



...Lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their 


heart, and return and be healed.  (True spiritual perception always leads to the 


true God, His forgiveness, and restoration. God is not causing their lack of 


spiritual perception.  It is a result of repeatedly rejecting His Word.) 


D.
He questions the duration.  Then I said, "Lord, how long?"



(Isaiah was called to reach people who were spiritually blind and refused to see. 


He questioned the duration of this difficult ministry and the continuing rejection 


of God’s Word by the people to whom he was called.)

E.
He receives God’s response:  And God answered:



1.
Until the cities are laid waste and without inhabitant.



2.
Until the houses are without a man.



3.
Until the land is utterly desolate.



4.
Until the Lord has removed men far away.



5.
Until the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. 


(Isaiah asked how long the Word would be rejected.  God’s answer was for 


generations until judgment was complete.) 


F.
He is given God’s promise:  A remnant will remain.



1.
But yet a tenth (of the people) will be in it and will return and be for 



consuming.  (Even if only a tenth of the people remained, they would still 



be judged.)


2.
It will be as a terebinth tree or as an oak, whose stump remains when it is 



cut down.  (The stumps of these trees are prone to send out new shoots 



after being cut down.)


3.
So the holy seed (the elect line of King David) shall be its stump. 




(Despite the severe judgment, a stump would remain.  From the “stump” 



of David, the new shoot of the Messiah will emerge.)
(Isaiah was called to deliver the message of coming judgment.  Judah did not heed the warning and was taken into Babylonian captivity: 2 Chronicles 36:15-21.)  

(Spiritual keys to Isaiah's calling:



-Conviction: 6:5





-Confession: 6:5





-Cleansing: 6:7



-Consecration: 6:8



-Commission:  6:9.)

Study questions on chapter 6:
1.
Using verses 1-7 and outline point I, answer the following questions.


-When did Isaiah receive his call?



-Describe what Isaiah saw.



-What did Isaiah declare after seeing this vision?



-According to point I D, how was Isaiah’s sin purged?

2.
Using verses 8-13 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What was God’s question?



-What was Isaiah’s response to God’s call?



-What mandate did God give Isaiah?



-How did God describe the people to whom Isaiah was to minister?



-What question did Isaiah ask in relation to his call and what was God’s  answer?



-Using point II F, summarize the promise given to Isaiah.



-Read verses 9-10.  Summarize what the following scriptures reveal regarding 


these statements: Matthew 13:13-15; Mark 4:12; Luke 8:10; John 12:40; Acts 


28:25-28; Romans 11:8.

4.
Using the final outline note, answer the following questions:



-What message was Isaiah to deliver?



-How did Judah respond to this warning and what was the result of their 



response ?



-List the spiritual keys to Isaiah’s calling.

5.
Compare Isaiah’s vision in this chapter to that of John in Revelation 1:17 and 

Daniel 10:8. 

6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 7

1 And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up toward Jerusalem to war against it, but could not prevail against it.

2 And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate with Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind.

3 Then said the Lord unto Isaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shear-jashub thy son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller's field;

4 And say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be fainthearted for the two tails of these smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of the son of Remaliah.

5 Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have taken evil counsel against thee, saying,

6 Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and set a king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal:

7 Thus saith the Lord God, It shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass.

8 For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin; and within threescore and five years shall Ephraim be broken, that it be not a people.

9 And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is Remaliah's son. If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be established.

10 Moreover the Lord spake again unto Ahaz, saying,

11 Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height above.

12 But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt the Lord.

13 And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also?

14 Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

15 Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good.

16 For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings.

17 The Lord shall bring upon thee, and upon thy people, and upon thy father's house, days that have not come, from the day that Ephraim departed from Judah; even the king of Assyria.

18 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall hiss for the fly that is in the uttermost part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria.

19 And they shall come, and shall rest all of them in the desolate valleys, and in the holes of the rocks, and upon all thorns, and upon all bushes.

20 In the same day shall the Lord shave with a razor that is hired, namely, by them beyond the river, by the king of Assyria, the head, and the hair of the feet: and it shall also consume the beard.

21 And it shall come to pass in that day, that a man shall nourish a young cow, and two sheep;

22 And it shall come to pass, for the abundance of milk that they shall give he shall eat butter: for butter and honey shall every one eat that is left in the land.

23 And it shall come to pass in that day, that every place shall be, where there were a thousand vines at a thousand silverlings, it shall even be for briers and thorns.

24 With arrows and with bows shall men come thither; because all the land shall become briers and thorns.

25 And on all hills that shall be digged with the mattock, there shall not come thither the fear of briers and thorns: but it shall be for the sending forth of oxen, and for the treading of lesser cattle.

Outline 7:

(Isaiah encourages Ahaz; the sign; the impending attack..)
(There are is frequent references to Ephraim in this passage.  Ephraim was the name of a person, a city, a mountain, and the northern tribes during the period of a divided Israel.  As used in Isaiah, Ephraim usually refers to the 10 northern tribes known as Israel and/or the entire nation of Israel.  Israel’s king is Pekah. Syria’s king is Rezin.)
I.
Isaiah encourages King Ahaz.  (1-9) 


(See also 2 Kings 15:32-38; 16:5; 2 Chronicles 28:5-15.  King Ahaz was a wicked king 
who reigned in Judah.)


A.
Now it came to pass in the days of Ahaz--the son of Jotham who was the son of 


Uzziah. king of Judah--that Rezin king of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah, 


king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem to make war against it, but could not prevail 


against it.   (Israel and Judah were divided at this time.)


1
And it was told to the house of David, saying, "Syria's forces are deployed 


in Ephraim (Israel)." 


2.
So Ahaz’s heart and the heart of his people were moved as the trees of the 



woods are moved with the wind. (They were swayed by fear to consider 



forming an alliance with Assyria instead of trusting God.)

B.
Then the Lord said to Isaiah: Go out now to meet Ahaz (Judah’s king), you and 


Shear-Jashub your son (whose name meant “a remnant shall return”).  Meet him 


at the end of the aqueduct from the upper pool, on the highway to the Fuller's 


Field (where he was inspecting the water supply in preparation for the siege). 


Say to him:


1.
Take heed, and be quiet; do not fear or be fainthearted for these two stubs 



of smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria, and the son 



of Remaliah.  (God called the king as the son of Remaliah as a sign of 



contempt rather than addressing him as “king of Israel”.


2.
Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah have plotted evil against 


you, saying, "Let us go up against Judah and trouble it, and let us make a 



gap in its wall for ourselves, and set a king over them, the son of Tabel"...



3.
Thus says the Lord God: It shall not stand, nor shall it come to pass: 



a.
For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is 




Rezin.



b.
Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be broken, so that it will not 




be a people. 



c.
The head (capitol) of Ephraim is Samaria.




d.
The head of Samaria is Remaliah's son.


4.
If you will not believe, surely you shall not be established. 



(God let Ahaz know that if he would trust God,  the attack against them would 


fail.  Isaiah was to take his son, Shear-Jashub, with him to deliver the message as 


his name was a prophetic sign meaning “a remnant 
shall return”.)
II.
The sign.  (10-16) 


A.
Moreover the Lord spoke again to Ahaz, saying, "Ask a sign for yourself from the 

Lord your God; ask it either in the depth or in the height above."  But Ahaz said, 


"I will not ask, nor will I test the Lord!"   (God knew that Ahaz did not believe the 


word delivered by Isaiah, so He wanted to assure him with a supernatural sign.  


Ahaz refused.  Some people do not want to be convinced of God’s promises. Flesh 

seeks a promise when it shouldn’t and does not seek one when it should.  To ask 


for a sign here would have been an act of faith.)

B.
Then he (Isaiah) said: 


1.
Hear now, oh house of David! Is it a small thing for you to weary men, 



but will you weary my God also? 






2.
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign:  



a.
The sign of a heavenly Son. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 




bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.  (A future sign:  




Jesus Christ: Matthew 1:18-23.  The name means “God with us”.  




Romans 8:31.)   



b.
The sign of an earthly son. (An immediate sign: Isaiah’s son.)





(1)
He shall eat curds and honey so that he may know to refuse 




the evil and choose the good.  (Curds and honey were 





staples of the simple diet of the poor.) 




(2)
For before the child shall know to refuse the evil and 





choose the good, the land that you dread will be forsaken 





by both her kings (Isaiah 8:1-4; 2 Kings 15:30).


(This is a dual prophecy:  Looking far into the future, God gives a prophetic word 

concerning the sign of all signs:  The Messiah, Jesus Christ, who will bring 


everlasting deliverance.  God also gives an immediate sign, a son that will be 


born to Isaiah signifying immediate deliverance.  Isaiah’s wife was a type of the 


virgin Mary who would also give birth to a son of divine destiny.)

III.
The impending attack. (17-25)


(Because Ahaz trusted Assyria instead of God, they are warned that Assyria will
become Judah’s enemy.)


A.
In that day, the Lord will bring the king of Assyria upon you and your people and 


your father's house--days that have not come since the day that Ephraim (the 10 


tribes) departed from Judah (2 Kings 17:1-18).

B.
And it shall come to pass in that day that the Lord will whistle for the fly that is 


in the farthest part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of 


Assyria. (These enemies are described as annoying, stinging flies and bees.)

C.
They will come, and all of them will rest in the desolate valleys and in the clefts 


of the rocks, and on all thorns and in all pastures. 


D.
In the same day the Lord will shave with a hired razor, with those from beyond 


the River, with the king of Assyria, the head, the hair of the legs, and will also 


remove the beard.   (This was a sign of mourning and shame.)

E.
It shall be in that day that a man will keep alive a young cow and two sheep.



1.
So it shall be, from the abundance of milk they give, that he will eat curds.



2.
Everyone who is left in the land will eat curds and honey (diet of the 



poor).

F.
It shall happen in that day, that wherever there could be a thousand vines worth a 


thousand shekels of silver, it will be for briers and thorns.  (Agricultural land and 


real estate will become worthless.)


1.
With arrows and bows men will come there, because all the land will 



become briers and thorns. 



2.
And to any hill which could be dug with the hoe, you will not go there for 



fear of briers and thorns.



3.
But it will become a range for oxen and a place for sheep to roam 




(Because there will be no crops growing there, herds will roam and will 



be hunted for food.)
Study questions on chapter 7:
1.
Using the opening note in this chapter, identify Ephraim as used in the book of Isaiah.
2.
Using verses 1-9 and outline point I, answer the following questions.


-When did the events of this chapter occur?



-Who came to war against Jerusalem and was he successful?


-What message was brought to the house of David?



-What was the response of Ahaz and the people to this message?



-What analogy is used for the enemy in point I B 1?



-Summarize the message from God sent to Ahaz by Isaiah.



-Who was Isaiah to take with him to meet with Ahaz and why was he to do this?



-What does the name Shear-Jasub mean?



-What conditional promise was given to Ahaz regarding the Word from God 


(verse 9)?
3.
Using verses 10-16  and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What did God tell Ahaz to ask for and did he comply?  



-What immediate sign did God say would be given?  To whom did this sign refer?



-What future sign did God say He would give?  To whom did this sign refer? 

4.
Using verses 17-25  and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-What warning is given in this passage?  


-Who would come against Ahaz and the people?



-What analogy is used for the enemy?



-Describe conditions that would result when this attack occurred.



-What will the people be forced to eat?



-What will happen to real estate values?



-What will happen to agriculture?
5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?  In what are you 
trusting?
Isaiah 8

1 Moreover the Lord said unto me, Take thee a great roll, and write in it with a man's pen concerning Maher-shalal-hash-baz.

2 And I took unto me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest, and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah.

3 And I went unto the prophetess; and she conceived, and bare a son. Then said the Lord to me, Call his name Maher-shalal-hash-baz.

4 For before the child shall have knowledge to cry, My father, and my mother, the riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken away before the king of Assyria.

5 The Lord spake also unto me again, saying,

6 Forasmuch as this people refuseth the waters of Shiloah that go softly, and rejoice in Rezin and Remaliah's son;

7 Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the river, strong and many, even the king of Assyria, and all his glory: and he shall come up over all his channels, and go over all his banks:

8 And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he shall reach even to the neck; and the stretching out of his wings shall fill the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel.

9 Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye of far countries: gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces.

10 Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for God is with us.

11 For the Lord spake thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this people, saying,

12 Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid.

13 Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.

14 And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

15 And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken.

16 Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.

17 And I will wait upon the Lord, that hideth his face from the house of Jacob, and I will look for him.

18 Behold, I and the children whom the Lord hath given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion.

19 And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead?

20 To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.

21 And they shall pass through it, hardly bestead and hungry: and it shall come to pass, that when they shall be hungry, they shall fret themselves, and curse their king and their God, and look upward.

22 And they shall look unto the earth; and behold trouble and darkness, dimness of anguish; and they shall be driven to darkness.

Outline 8:

(Prophecy concerning the Assyrian invasion and warnings regarding the occult.)
I.
Assyria will invade the land.  (1-4) 


A.
Moreover the Lord said to me:



1.
Take a large scroll, and write on it with a man's pen concerning Maher-



Shalal-Hash-Baz.  (This was the name of Isaiah’s second son who 




was a sign from God. His name meant “quick to plunder, swift to the 



spoil”.  See verse 18.  Isaiah’s first son was Shear-Jasub which means “a 



remnant shall return”).


2.
And I will take for Myself faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest 



and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah. 


B.
Then I went to the prophetess (Isaiah’s wife), and she conceived and bore a son. 


Then the Lord 
said to me:



1.
Call his name Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz. 



2.
For before the child shall have knowledge to cry 'My father' and 'My 



mother,' the riches of Damascus (Syria) and the spoil of Samaria (Israel) 



will be taken away before the king of Assyria.  (Within two years, 




Damascus and Samaria would fall.)

(The remainder of this chapter details the results of Judah rejecting God’s Word and choosing to trust Assyria.)

II.
An analogy: The people chose a raging river instead of a peaceful stream.  (5-8)


The Lord also spoke to me again, saying:  Inasmuch as these people refused the waters of 
Shiloh that flow softly, and rejoice in Rezin and in Remaliah's son:  Now therefore 
behold:


A.
The Lord brings up over them the waters of the River, strong and mighty.


(Assyria is compared to a rushing torrent of water from the Euphrates River.)


B.
The king of Assyria and all his glory--He will go up over all his channels 



and go over all his banks. 

C.
He will pass through Judah, he will overflow and pass over, he will reach 



up to the neck.  (Assyria would take most of the territory of Judah, but not 



Jerusalem.)

D.
And the stretching out of his wings (his allies) will fill the breadth of Your 


land, oh Immanuel (meaning “God with us”.)   


(An analogy:  By choosing Assyria instead of God, the people chose a raging river 
that would flood their land instead of a peaceful stream that would bring life.)
III.
The people rejected God’s Word.  (9-18)

A.
Be shattered, oh you peoples, and be broken in pieces!


(A warning to those who come against God’s people and their land.)



1.
Give ear, all you from far countries.



2.
Gird yourselves, but be broken in pieces.



3.
Take counsel together, but it will come to nothing.



4.
Speak the word, but it will not stand.



5.
For God is with us.   


B.
For the Lord spoke  to me with a strong hand upon me, and He instructed me 


that I should not walk in the way of this people, saying: 


1.
Do not say, 'A 
conspiracy,' concerning all that this people call a 




conspiracy, nor be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled. 


2.
The Lord of Hosts, Him you shall hallow (revere).



a.
Let Him be your fear.




b.
Let Him be your dread.



c.
He will be as:





(1)
A sanctuary.  (A safe asylum to those who trust in Him).




(2)
As a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense to both the 





houses of Israel.  (A point of stumbling for those who reject 





Him.)




(3)
As a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem--many 





among 
them shall stumble; They shall fall and be broken, 





be snared and taken.   (Those who reject God’s Word will 





be snared.)



3.
Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.  (Later, when the 



document was opened, it would certify the authenticity of this message.)


C.
Isaiah’s response. 



1.
And I (Isaiah) will wait on the Lord, Who hides His face from the house 



of Jacob.



2.
I will hope in Him. 


3.
Here am I and the children whom the Lord has given me!  (Isaiah’s 



faithful followers.)


4.
We are for signs and wonders in Israel from the Lord of Hosts, Who 



dwells
in Mount Zion.  (Isaiah and his sons were signs verifying God’s 



Word: 
Isaiah 8:1.)
IV.
The people chose darkness rather than light.  (19-22)


A.
And when they say to you, "Seek those who are mediums and wizards, 



who whisper and mutter:"   (Mediums claim to communicate with the dead.)


1.
Should not a people seek their God? 


2.
Should they seek the dead on behalf of the living? 

B.
Direct them to the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this 

word, it is because there is no light in them. 


C.
They will pass through it hard-pressed and hungry. 



1.
And it shall happen, when they are hungry, that they will be 




enraged and curse their king and their god, and look upward. 


2.
Then they will look to the earth, and see trouble and darkness, 




gloom of anguish, and they will be driven into darkness. 




(No matter where they look—upward or around—they will see trouble.  



They will blame their king and their gods instead of acknowledging their 



sin.)
Study questions on chapter 8:
1.
Using verses 1-4  and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What was Isaiah commanded to do?



-What is the significance of the  name Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz?  




-Who was he?




-What did his name mean?




-What would happen before this child could even say “father” or 




“mother”?

2.
Using verses 5-8 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What analogy is used to describe what the people had rejected?



-What analogy is used to describe the invasion by Assyria?

3.
Using verses 9-18  and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-Using point III A, summarize the warning given those who come against God’s 


people and their land. 



-What specific instructions did the Lord give Isaiah regarding what he should say 


and not say?



-Using point III B, who are the people told to hallow, fear, and dread?



-What analogies are used to describe what the Lord will be to His people? 



-What was Isaiah to do with what he had written and why?



-Using point III C, describe Isaiah’s response to what the Lord had revealed to 


him.  How did Isaiah view himself and his children?

4.
Using verses 19-22  and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What had the mediums and wizards been doing?



-What standard was to be used to disprove the messages of mediums and 



wizards?



-What will happen to the mediums and wizards during the time of judgment?


-Who will the mediums and wizards blame for their troubles?  What should they 


have done instead?
5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 9

1 Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations.

2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil.

4 For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian.

5 For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire.

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.

8 The Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon Israel.

9 And all the people shall know, even Ephraim and the inhabitant of Samaria, that say in the pride and stoutness of heart,

10 The bricks are fallen down, but we will build with hewn stones: the sycomores are cut down, but we will change them into cedars.

11 Therefore the Lord shall set up the adversaries of Rezin against him, and join his enemies together;

12 The Syrians before, and the Philistines behind; and they shall devour Israel with open mouth. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.

13 For the people turneth not unto him that smiteth them, neither do they seek the Lord of hosts.

14 Therefore the Lord will cut off from Israel head and tail, branch and rush, in one day.

15 The ancient and honourable, he is the head; and the prophet that teacheth lies, he is the tail.

16 For the leaders of this people cause them to err; and they that are led of them are destroyed.

17 Therefore the Lord shall have no joy in their young men, neither shall have mercy on their fatherless and widows: for every one is an hypocrite and an evildoer, and every mouth speaketh folly. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.

18 For wickedness burneth as the fire: it shall devour the briers and thorns, and shall kindle in the thickets of the forest, and they shall mount up like the lifting up of smoke.

19 Through the wrath of the Lord of hosts is the land darkened, and the people shall be as the fuel of the fire: no man shall spare his brother.

20 And he shall snatch on the right hand, and be hungry; and he shall eat on the left hand, and they shall not be satisfied: they shall eat every man the flesh of his own arm:

21 Manasseh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, Manasseh: and they together shall be against Judah. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.

Outline 9:

(Chapter eight ended in the darkness of a sinful people turning to the occult.  This chapter brings spiritual light with Messianic prophecies:  Verses 1-3 refer to Christ’s first coming; verses 4-5 to His second coming.  The final passage concerns the punishment of Samaria.)

I.
The promised Messiah.  (1-7) 


(See also Isaiah 11:1-9.)


A.
Nevertheless (in the midst of the judgments) the gloom will not be upon her who 


is distressed, as when at first He lightly esteemed the land of Zebulun and the land 

of Naphtali, and afterward more heavily oppressed her, by the way of the sea, 


beyond the Jordan, in Galilee of the Gentiles. (Galilee was one of three 



provinces of the north created by Assyria when they plundered Israel.) 


1.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 



2.
Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them a light has 


shined.  (Matthew 4:15-16; John 8:12.)


3.
You have multiplied the nation and increased its joy.




a.
They rejoice before You according to the joy of harvest.




b.
They rejoice as men rejoice when they divide the spoil (of battle).


4.
For You have broken the yoke of Israel’s burden and the staff off his 



shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian (Judges 7:8-



22).


5.
For every warrior's sandal from the noisy battle and their garments rolled 



in blood will be used for burning and fuel of fire. 



(Light, life, joy, freedom, and peace are restored when the weapons of war 


are destroyed.)


B.
The reign of the Messiah who is to come.


1.
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given.



2.
And the government will be upon His shoulder.


3.
And His name will be called:




Wonderful:  In Judges 13:18, when asked His name, the preincarnate 



Christ said it was “secret”.  “Secret” in this verse is translated 




wonderful—filled with wonder. 




Counselor:  Christ is the spirit of wisdom, providing wise counsel.




Mighty God:  The one to whom all power is given.




Everlasting Father:  Father of eternity—past, present, future.




Prince of Peace: There will be no lasting peace until the Prince of Peace, 



Jesus Christ, reigns on the earth. Meanwhile, He gives supernatural peace 


to those who chose to follow Him and His reign will be characterized by 



lasting peace.


4.
Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end:




a.
He will reign on the throne of David and over His kingdom.




b.
To order it and establish it with judgment and justice.




c.
From that time forward, even forever.


5.
The zeal (supernatural power) of the Lord of Hosts will perform this. 




(Matthew 28:18 and Luke 23:11.  What God promised, He will do.)

(The remainder of this chapter deals with conditions of that time which are applicable to the  end-times as well.  The basic message is that God will punish all nations that reject Him.)

II.
The punishment of Samaria.  (8-21) 


A.
The Lord sent a word against Jacob, and it has fallen on Israel. 

B.
All the people will know--Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria--who say in 


pride and arrogance of heart: 


1.
The bricks have fallen down, but we will rebuild with hewn stones.



2.
The sycamores are cut down, but we will replace them with cedars.


(Instead of repenting for sins that brought them down, they vow to rebuild.)


C.
Therefore the Lord shall:



1.
Set up the adversaries of Rezin (of Syria) against him and spur his 




enemies on.



2.
Devour Israel with an open mouth through the Syrians before and the 



Philistines behind.


D.
For all this His anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still. 



1.
For the people do not turn to Him who strikes them.



2.
They do they seek the Lord of Hosts. 

E.
Therefore the Lord will cut off head and tail from Israel:



1.
Palm branch and bulrush in one day. (Symbolic of the highest and the 



lowest of society.)


2.
The elder and honorable, he is the head.



3.
The prophet who teaches lies, he is the tail. 


4.
For the leaders of this people cause them to err, and those who are led by 



them are destroyed. 

F.
Therefore the Lord will have no joy in their young men, nor have mercy on their 


fatherless and widows:  (All of society will be affected.)


1.
For everyone is a hypocrite and an evildoer.



2.
And every mouth speaks folly.



3.
For all this His anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still. 


G.
For wickedness burns as the fire.  (Fire is self-destructive.)


1.
It shall devour the briers and thorns.



2.
It shall kindle in the thickets of the forest.



3.
They shall mount up like rising smoke. 


4.
Through the wrath of the Lord of Hosts the land is burned up.



5.
The people shall be as fuel for the fire:




a.
No man shall spare his brother. 



b.
He shall snatch on the right hand and be hungry.




c.
He shall devour on the left hand and not be satisfied.




d.
Every man shall eat the flesh of his own arm. 

H.
Manasseh shall devour Ephraim, and Ephraim devour Manasseh.



1.
Together they shall be against Judah.



2.
For all this, God’s anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out 



still (in judgment). 



(Manasseh and Ephraim will fight each other, and then together they will fight 


Judah.)
Study questions on chapter 9:
1.
Using verses 1-7 and outline point I, answer the following questions.


-What promise is given?



-What will happen to those who are in darkness?



-What will occur in the land of the shadow of death?



-What will be the response of the nation when this promise is fulfilled?



-What will be broken off of them?



-What will be used as fuel for fire?


-What names are used to describe the coming Messiah in this passage?  Explain 


the meaning of each.



-What do you learn about the government of the Messiah?



-What do you learn about God’s faithfulness to His promises in the closing 


passage of this segment?  (verse 7)
2.
Using verses 8-21 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What does this passage concern?



-What had Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria been saying?



-Who will be raised up as an adversary against the people of the Lord?



-According to point II E, what is the response of the people to the judgment of the 

Lord?


-According to point II F, who will be affected by the judgment?



-Using point II G, describe the results of the judgment.



-According to point II H, who will rise up against each other?



-Will this turn away God’s wrath?  Why or why not?

3.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 10

1 Woe unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that write grievousness which they have prescribed;

2 To turn aside the needy from judgment, and to take away the right from the poor of my people, that widows may be their prey, and that they may rob the fatherless!

3 And what will ye do in the day of visitation, and in the desolation which shall come from far? to whom will ye flee for help? and where will ye leave your glory?

4 Without me they shall bow down under the prisoners, and they shall fall under the slain. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.

5 O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation.

6 I will send him against an hypocritical nation, and against the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets.

7 Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think so; but it is in his heart to destroy and cut off nations not a few.

8 For he saith, Are not my princes altogether kings?

9 Is not Calno as Carchemish? is not Hamath as Arpad? is not Samaria as Damascus?

10 As my hand hath found the kingdoms of the idols, and whose graven images did excel them of Jerusalem and of Samaria;

11 Shall I not, as I have done unto Samaria and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and her idols?

12 Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the Lord hath performed his whole work upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks.

13 For he saith, By the strength of my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom; for I am prudent: and I have removed the bounds of the people, and have robbed their treasures, and I have put down the inhabitants like a valiant man:

14 And my hand hath found as a nest the riches of the people: and as one gathereth eggs that are left, have I gathered all the earth; and there was none that moved the wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped.

15 Shall the axe boast itself against him that heweth therewith? or shall the saw magnify itself against him that shaketh it? as if the rod should shake itself against them that lift it up, or as if the staff should lift up itself, as if it were no wood.

16 Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts, send among his fat ones leanness; and under his glory he shall kindle a burning like the burning of a fire.

17 And the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: and it shall burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day;

18 And shall consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful field, both soul and body: and they shall be as when a standardbearer fainteth.

19 And the rest of the trees of his forest shall be few, that a child may write them.

20 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him that smote them; but shall stay upon the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.

21 The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God.

22 For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant of them shall return: the consumption decreed shall overflow with righteousness.

23 For the Lord God of hosts shall make a consumption, even determined, in the midst of all the land.

24 Therefore thus saith the Lord God of hosts, O my people that dwellest in Zion, be not afraid of the Assyrian: he shall smite thee with a rod, and shall lift up his staff against thee, after the manner of Egypt.

25 For yet a very little while, and the indignation shall cease, and mine anger in their destruction.

26 And the Lord of hosts shall stir up a scourge for him according to the slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb: and as his rod was upon the sea, so shall he lift it up after the manner of Egypt.

27 And it shall come to pass in that day, that his burden shall be taken away from off thy shoulder, and his yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed because of the anointing.

28 He is come to Aiath, he is passed to Migron; at Michmash he hath laid up his carriages:

29 They are gone over the passage: they have taken up their lodging at Geba; Ramah is afraid; Gibeah of Saul is fled.

30 Lift up thy voice, O daughter of Gallim: cause it to be heard unto Laish, O poor Anathoth.

31 Madmenah is removed; the inhabitants of Gebim gather themselves to flee.

32 As yet shall he remain at Nob that day: he shall shake his hand against the mount of the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem.

33 Behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts, shall lop the bough with terror: and the high ones of stature shall be hewn down, and the haughty shall be humbled.

34 And he shall cut down the thickets of the forest with iron, and Lebanon shall fall by a mighty one.

Outline 10:

(Prophecies concerning injustices; judgment on Assyria; the returning remnant)
I.
Judgment on injustice among God’s people. (1-4) 


A.
Woe to those:



1.
Who decree unrighteous decrees.



2.
Who write misfortune which they have prescribed.



3.
Who rob the needy of justice.



4.
Who take what is right from the poor of My people so that:




a.
Widows may be their prey.




b.
They may rob the fatherless. 


(They oppress the needy of society.)


B.
Questions for the judges to consider.



1.
What will you do in the day of punishment (the visitation of God’s 




judgment) and in the desolation which will come from afar?


2.
To whom will you flee for help?


3.
Where will you leave your glory (your earthly status)? 



(Good questions for us all to consider.)

C.
The destiny of unjust judges.



1.
Without Me they shall bow down among the prisoners.



2.
They shall fall among the slain (on the battlefield).


D.
For all of this His anger is not turned away--His hand is stretched out still. 

II.
Judgment on Assyria. (5-19)

Assyria, used to chasten Israel, will also be chastened.  

A.
Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger and the staff in whose hand is My 



indignation.  (God used Assyria to bring judgment to His people, but because of 


their arrogance they too will be judged.)


1.
I will send him against an ungodly nation (Babylon), and against the 



people of My wrath I will give him charge:




a.
To seize the spoil.




b.
To take the prey.




c.
To tread them down like the mire of the streets.


2.
Yet he does not mean so, nor does his heart think so. But it is in his heart 



to destroy and cut off not a few nations.   (The king of Assyria did not 



realize that God was behind his successful attacks.)


3.
For he says:




a.
Are not my princes altogether kings? 



b.
Is not Calno (of Babylon) like Carchemish (located on the 





Euphrates River)?



c.
Is not Hamath like Arpad (her neighbor)?



d.
Is not Samaria (in Israel) like Damascus (in Syria)? 


4.
As my hand has found the kingdoms of the idols, whose carved images 



excelled those of Jerusalem and Samaria--as I have done to Samaria and 



her idols, shall I not do also to Jerusalem and her idols?  (The gods of 



other nations he had conquered had not intervened in their behalf, so he 



thought that Israel’s God would not intervene either.)

B.
Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Lord has performed all His work on 


Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, that He will say, "I will punish the fruit of the 


arrogant heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his haughty looks."  


For he 
says:



1.
I have done it by the strength of my hand and by my wisdom, for I am 



prudent.



2.
I have removed the boundaries of the people.



3.
I have robbed their treasuries.



4.
I have put down the inhabitants like a valiant man.  


5.
I have found, like a nest, the riches of the people.




a.
And as one gathers eggs that are left, I have gathered all the earth.




b.
And there was no one who moved his wing, nor opened his mouth 




with even a peep. 




(The king was arrogant.)


C.
Shall the axe boast itself against him who chops with it?


Shall the saw exalt itself against him who saws with it?


1.
As if a rod could wield itself against those who lift it up.



2.
As if a staff could lift up, as if it were not wood! 



(The axe and saw are only functional if they are in someone’s hands.  In 



this case, the enemy—compared to a saw and axe--is in God’s hands.)


D.
Therefore the Lord, the Lord of Hosts:



1.
Will send leanness among Assyria’s fat ones.



2.
Under Assyria’s glory He will kindle a burning like the burning of a fire.



a.
The Light of Israel will be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame.




b.
It will burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day 




 (2 Kings 19:35). 



c.
It will consume the glory of his forest and of his fruitful field, both 




soul and body.



3.
They will be as when a sick man wastes away. 


4.
Then the rest of the trees of his forest will be so few in number that a child 


may write them (number and list them). 



(Once God is done using Assyria in judgment against His people, Assyria will 


also be judged.)

III.
Judgment completed:  The returning remnant of Israel.  (20-23) 


A.
And it shall come to pass in that day that the remnant of Israel and such as have 


escaped of the house of Jacob will never again depend on him who defeated them 


(the king of Assyria),
but will depend on the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in 


truth.  (Suffering deepens faith in the true God.)

B.
The remnant will return (to the their land), the remnant of Jacob, to the Mighty 


God.


1.
For though your people, oh Israel, be as the sand of the sea, only a 




remnant of them will return.



2.
The destruction decreed shall overflow with righteousness.  (Just judgment 


will result in righteousness.) 


3.
For the Lord God of Hosts will make a determined end in the midst of all 



the land. 
IV.
Judgment on the enemy. Therefore thus says the Lord God of Hosts: (24-34)

Oh My people, who dwell in Zion, do not be afraid of the Assyrian. 

A.
The enemy’s strategy.


1.
He shall strike you with a rod and lift up his staff against you, in the 



manner of Egypt. 


2.
For yet a very little while and the indignation will cease, as will My anger 



in their destruction.


3.
And the Lord of Hosts will stir up a scourge for him like the slaughter of 



Midian at the rock of Ore.



4.
As His rod was on the Red Sea, so will He lift it up in the manner of 



Egypt (against the enemy). 


B.
The enemy’s yoke.  


It shall come to pass in that day that:



1.
His burden will be taken away from your shoulder.



2.
His yoke will be taken from your neck.



3.
The yoke will be destroyed because of the anointing. 




(The yoke is broken and the burden of the enemy is taken away by the 



Messiah, Jesus Christ.)

C.
The enemy’s route.  (The advance of the Assyrian army as it invaded Judah.  They 

came by an unexpected route.)


1.
He has come to Aiath.



2.
He has passed Migron.



3.
At Michmash he has attended to his equipment. 


4.
They have gone along the ridge.



5.
They have taken up lodging at Geba.


6.
Ramah is afraid.



7.
Gibeah of Saul has fled.


8.
Lift up your voice, oh daughter of Gallim!


9.
Cause it to be heard as far as Laish.



10.
Oh poor Anathoth!  


11.
Madmenah has fled.



12.
The inhabitants of Gebim seek refuge. 


13.
As yet he will remain at Nob that day.



14.
He will shake his fist at the mount of the daughter of Zion, the hill of 



Jerusalem. 

D.
The enemy’s destiny.  


(An analogy of God as a lumberjack bringing down trees.)



Behold, the Lord, the Lord of Hosts:



1.
Will lop off the bough with terror.



2.
Will hew down those of high stature.



3.
Will humble the haughty (bring down the arrogant).



4.
Will cut down the thickets of the forest with iron.



5.
Will cause Lebanon (known for its majestic trees) to fall by the Mighty 



One. 


(Dual prophecy:  At that time and in the end-times, the Lord will be the “axe and 


saw” of judgment against the mighty “trees” of the governments and nations of 


society.)
Study questions on chapter 10:
1.
Using verses 1-4 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Using point I A, list the four categories of people upon whom this woe is 



pronounced.



-Using point I B, list the questions the judges are to consider.



-Using point I C, summarize the destiny of unjust judges.

2.
Using verses 5-19 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Why will Assyria be judged?



-What nation will come against Assyria to execute God’s judgment?



-What do you learn about the heart and attitudes of the king of Assyria?  What 


boasts had he made?



-What statement is made regarding Jerusalem and Samaria and how is it applied 


to Assyria?



-Using point II B, what did God say He would do after he was finished with His 


work in Zion and Jerusalem?



-Using  point II B 1-5, list the statements made by the king of Assyria.



-Using point II C, list the questions asked by the Lord.



-According to point II D, summarize the judgment God will send on Assyria. 
3.
Using verses 20-23  and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-What will happen “in that day”?



-To where will the people return?



-Upon whom will God’s people depend at that time?



-What will be the results of God’s judgment on His people?


4.
Using verses 24-34  and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-Using point IV A, summarize the enemy’s strategy and the Lord’s response.



-According to point IV B, what will be taken away from Israel and how will this 


occur? 



-Using point IV C, summarize the route of the enemy invasion.



-Using point IV D, summarize the destiny of the enemy in the hands of God.



-Using the final outline note, explain how this is a dual prophecy.

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 11

1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:

2 And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord;

3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:

4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.

5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.

6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.

7 And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den.

9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.

10 And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.

11 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.

12 And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.

13 The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.

14 But they shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the west; they shall spoil them of the east together: they shall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab; and the children of Ammon shall obey them.

15 And the Lord shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and with his mighty wind shall he shake his hand over the river, and shall smite it in the seven streams, and make men go over dryshod.

16 And there shall be an highway for the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria; like as it was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the land of Egypt.

Outline 11:

(With the destruction of Assyria—representative of Israel’s enemies--Israel's restoration is prophesied.)
I.
The lineage of the King.  (1-5)

(Assyria is totally cut down, but a root will grow in Israel!  See also Isaiah 9:1-7.)


A.
There shall come forth a Rod from the stem (a living sprout: Isaiah 4:2) of Jesse, 


and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.  (Jesse was King David’s father.  Jesus 


will come from his lineage.  This is an analogy:  A stump that is cut down will 


spring up to bring life again, as Messiah will bring salvation.) 

B.
The anointing of the King.


1.
The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him.



2.
The Spirit of wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:30).



3.
The Spirit of understanding (spiritual discernment).



4.
The Spirit of counsel.



5.
The Spirit of might (power).



6.
The Spirit of knowledge.



7.
The Spirit of the fear of the Lord.  (Fear of the Lord is a reverent 




love and obedience to God that affects and directs every aspect of a 



person’s life.)

C.
The purpose of the King.



His delight is in the fear of the Lord. 

D.
The judgment of the King.



1.
He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, nor decide by the hearing of 



His ears. 



2.
He shall judge the poor with righteousness.



3.
He shall decide with righteousness and equity for the meek of the earth.



4.
He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth.



5.
He will slay the wicked one with the breath of His lips.

E.
The spiritual garments of the King.



1.
Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins.



2.
Faithfulness is the belt of His waist. 
II.
Conditions in the Kingdom of God.  (6-9a)

A.
The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the young 

goat, the calf and the young lion and the fatling together--and a little child shall 


lead them.

B.
The cow and the bear shall graze--their young ones shall lie down together.


C.
The lion shall eat straw like the ox.

D.
The nursing child shall play by the cobra's hole, and the weaned child shall put his 

hand in the viper's den. 

E.
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain.

III.
The universality of the Kingdom of God.  (9b-10)


A.
The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

B.
And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, who shall stand as a banner to the 


people.



1.
The Gentiles (nations) shall seek Him.



2.
And His resting place shall be glorious. 

IV.
The return to the Kingdom of God.  (11-16)


A.
It shall come to pass in that day (the end-times) that the Lord shall set His hand 


again the second time to recover the remnant of His people who are left:



1.
From Assyria.



2.
From Egypt.



3.
From Pathros.



4.
From Cush.



5.
From Elam.



6.
From Shinar.



7.
From Hamath.



8.
From the islands of the sea. 


B.
He will set up a banner for the nations. He will assemble the outcasts of Israel and 

gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.   (A 


banner was a standard raised to rally people together.  The standard in the end-


times will be the Messiah, Jesus Christ.)

C.
He will restore relations between Ephraim (Israel) and Judah.



(There will no longer be the divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah.)



1.
The envy of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall 



be cut off.



2.
Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not harass Ephraim. 


3.
They shall fly down upon the shoulder of the Philistines toward the west.




(Not only will they conquer the enemy, but the spiritual analogy is that 



they will ride on their shoulders to future victories.)


4.
Together they shall plunder the people of the East.



5.
They shall lay their hand on Edom and Moab and the people of Ammon 



shall obey them. 

D.
The Lord will utterly destroy the tongue of the Sea of Egypt.



1.
With His mighty wind He will shake His fist over the Euphrates River and 


strike it in the seven streams, and make men cross over dryshod. 


2.
There will be a highway for the remnant of His people who will be left 



from Assyria, as it was for Israel in the day that he came up from the land 



of Egypt. 

Study questions on chapter 11:
1.
Using verses 1-5 and outline point I, answer the following questions.


-What is revealed in this passage regarding the lineage of the King (Messiah)?


-What is revealed in this passage regarding the anointing of the King?



-What is revealed in this passage regarding the purpose of the King?



-What is revealed in this passage regarding the judgment of the King?



-What is revealed in this passage regarding the spiritual garments of the king?

2.
Using verses 6-9a  and outline point II, describe the conditions that will exist in the 
Kingdom of God.
3.
Using verses 9b-10 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What will fill the earth in that day?



-Who will the Gentiles (nations) seek?



-How is the resting place of the King described? 

4.
Using verses 11-16 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-According to point IV A, from where will the Lord recover the remnant of His 


people and assemble the outcasts of Israel and Judah?



-What will the Lord set up for the nations?



-According to point IV C, what will God restore?



-According to point IV D, what will the Lord destroy and what will be built there?
5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 12

1 And in that day thou shalt say, O Lord, I will praise thee: though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst me.

2 Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation.

3 Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.

4 And in that day shall ye say, Praise the Lord, call upon his name, declare his doings among the people, make mention that his name is exalted.

5 Sing unto the Lord; for he hath done excellent things: this is known in all the earth.

6 Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee.

Outline 12:

(A psalm of praise for restoration.  As judgment for their sins, the Northern Kingdom of Israel was taken captive by Assyria and the Southern Kingdom of Judah was taken captive by Babylon.  Cyrus, king of Persia who later conquered these nations, decreed that Israel could return to their home and a remnant of both Israel and Judah were restored to the Promised Land. “In that day” has dual reference, referring to both that regathering and to the final regathering of Israel in the end-times.)
I.
And in that day, you will say: (1-2)

Oh Lord, I will praise You;


Though You were angry with me,


Your anger is turned away, and You comfort me. 


Behold, God is my salvation,  (God Himself is salvation, not just a provider of it.)

I will trust and not be afraid;


For Jehovah (God-YAH), the Lord, is my strength and song;


He also has become my salvation.   


(God is salvation in the past and present and will become eternal salvation in the future.

This refrain is also used in Exodus 15:2 and Psalm 118:14.)
II.
In that day, with joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  (3)


(The word “wells” indicate abundance. See John 4.) 

III.
And in that day, you will say: (4-6)

Praise the Lord, 

Call upon His name;


Declare His deeds among the peoples,


Make mention that His name is exalted. 


Sing to the Lord:


For He has done excellent things;



This is known in all the earth. 



Cry out and shout, Oh inhabitant of Zion,



For great is the Holy One of Israel in your midst! 

Study questions on chapter 12:
1.
According to the opening notes, of what day is this psalm speaking?

2.
Using verses 1-2 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What was God’s response in the past because of sin?



-What is now God’s response to sin?



-Who is credited with  salvation in the past, present, and future?



-What is revealed about the Lord in this passage?  His emotions?  His provisions?
3.
Using verse 3 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What emotion will be expressed in that day?



-What action by God’s people is described?



-What does the word “wells” indicate?  



-What do you learn about the wells of salvation in John 4? 

4.
Using verses 4-6 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What action words are used to encourage people to worship God?



-What is to be declared among the people?



-What are God’s people to exalt?



-For what reasons are God’s people admonished to sing?



-For what reason are God’s people directed to cry and shout?
5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 13

1 The burden of Babylon, which Isaiah the son of Amoz did see.

2 Lift ye up a banner upon the high mountain, exalt the voice unto them, shake the hand, that they may go into the gates of the nobles.

3 I have commanded my sanctified ones, I have also called my mighty ones for mine anger, even them that rejoice in my highness.

4 The noise of a multitude in the mountains, like as of a great people; a tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations gathered together: the Lord of hosts mustereth the host of the battle.

5 They come from a far country, from the end of heaven, even the Lord, and the weapons of his indignation, to destroy the whole land.

6 Howl ye; for the day of the Lord is at hand; it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty.

7 Therefore shall all hands be faint, and every man's heart shall melt:

8 And they shall be afraid: pangs and sorrows shall take hold of them; they shall be in pain as a woman that travaileth: they shall be amazed one at another; their faces shall be as flames.

9 Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it.

10 For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine.

11 And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.

12 I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir.

13 Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath of the Lord of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger.

14 And it shall be as the chased roe, and as a sheep that no man taketh up: they shall every man turn to his own people, and flee every one into his own land.

15 Every one that is found shall be thrust through; and every one that is joined unto them shall fall by the sword.
16 Their children also shall be dashed to pieces before their eyes; their houses shall be spoiled, and their wives ravished.

17 Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, which shall not regard silver; and as for gold, they shall not delight in it.

18 Their bows also shall dash the young men to pieces; and they shall have no pity on the fruit of the womb; their eye shall not spare children.

19 And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.

20 It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation: neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make their fold there.

21 But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there; and their houses shall be full of doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall dance there.

22 And the wild beasts of the islands shall cry in their desolate houses, and dragons in their pleasant palaces: and her time is near to come, and her days shall not be prolonged.

Outline 13:
(Chapters 13-23 are a series of burdens--also called oracles--regarding judgment on enemy nations surrounding Israel. An oracle is a prophetic word from God. It is a burden because it is something the guilty must bear. From these chapters we learn that God will judge evil nations and that He is sovereign over the nations.  The section begins with a prophecy against Babylon that applies at that time and in the end times,  Babylon was an evil city, an enemy of Israel, and is symbolic of a world system that is in rebellion against God.) 

I.
Introduction to the burden against Babylon which Isaiah, the son of Amoz, saw.  (1-3) 


A.
Lift up a banner on the high mountain.  (The banner was a signal for the people to 

assemble.)

B.
Raise your voice to them.


C.
Wave your hand, that they may enter the gates of the nobles. 

D.
I have commanded My sanctified ones (“Sanctified” means those set apart for a 


specific purpose.  In this case, it refers to Persia under Cyrus who would 



overthrow Babylon and allow God’s people to return to their homeland.)

E.
I have also called My mighty ones for My anger--those who rejoice in My 



exaltation. 

II.
The army of the Lord.  (4-5)


A.
The noise of a multitude in the mountains, like that of many people!

B.
A tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations gathered together!

C.
The Lord of Hosts musters the army for battle.

D.
They come from a far country—Persia, from the end of heaven, the Lord and His 


weapons of indignation--to destroy the whole land (of Babylon).


(This happened around two centuries after this prophecy was given.)
III.
Destruction from the Almighty.  (6-16) 


(The immediate fulfillment of this destructions was the fall of Babylon at that time.  The 
future fulfillment is the destruction of the world system described in Matthew 24:29-30 
and Revelation chapters 18-19.)  


A.
The day is at hand: Wail, for the day of the Lord is at hand!


1.
It will come as destruction from the Almighty. 


2.
Therefore all hands will be limp.



3.
Every man's heart will melt and they will be afraid.


4.
Pangs and sorrows will take hold of them: They will be in pain as a 



woman in childbirth.



5.
They (the Babylonians) will be amazed (dismayed) at one another--their 



faces will be like flames. 

B.
The day of the Lord comes. (See also Matthew 24:29.)


1.
Cruel, with both wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate.



2.
He will destroy its sinners from it. 


3.
The stars of heaven and their constellations will not give their light.



4.
The sun will be darkened in its going forth, and the moon will not cause its 


light to shine.  (This judgment of the natural cycles of nature will affect the 


agrarian economy.)


5.
I will punish the world for its evil, and the wicked for their iniquity.



6.
I will halt the arrogance of the proud, and will lay low the haughtiness of 



the terrible. 


7.
I will make a mortal more rare than fine gold, a man more than the golden 



wedge of Ophir. 


8.
I will shake the heavens and the earth will move out of her place in the 



wrath of the Lord of Hosts and in the day of His fierce anger. 


9.
Like the hunted gazelle and as a sheep that no man takes up: 




a.
Every man will turn to his own people.




b.
Everyone will flee to his own land. 



(Babylon will be like gazelles or sheep, ready prey for the hunters.)



10.
Everyone who is found will be thrust through.




a.
Everyone who is captured will fall by the sword. 



b.
Their children also will be dashed to pieces before their eyes.




c.
Their houses will be plundered.




d.
Their wives will be ravished. 

IV.
The Medes as an instrument of judgment.  (17-18)


A.
Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, who will not regard silver and as 


for gold, they will not delight in it.  (Media-Persia was the dual nation that 


conquered Babylon.)

B.
Their bows will dash the young men to pieces.


C.
They will have no pity on the fruit of the womb (babies/pregnant women).

D.
Their eye will not spare children. 
V.
Babylon will be destroyed as was Sodom and Gomorrah.  (19-22)


A.
And Babylon--the glory of kingdoms and the beauty of the Chaldeans' (synonym 


for Babylon) pride--will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 

B.
It will never be inhabited, nor will it be settled from generation to generation.



1.
The Arabians (nomads) will not pitch tents there.



2.
The shepherds will not make their sheepfolds there. 

C.
Wild beasts of the desert will lie there:



1.
Their houses will be full of owls.



2.
Ostriches will dwell there.



3.
Wild goats will caper there. 


4.
Hyenas will howl in their citadels and jackals in their pleasant palaces.

D.
Babylon’s time is near to come, and her days will not be prolonged. 

(The original Babylon was built on the site of the rebellion against God at the Tower of Babel:  Genesis chapter 11.  Babylon will be rebuilt elsewhere during the end-times and again destroyed by God:  Revelation 18.  Babylon is symbolic of a world system in rebellion against God.  There is a “spirit of Babylon” at work in the world in every generation.)

Study questions on chapter 13:
1.
Using the opening note for this chapter answer the following questions.



-What is the meaning of burdens and oracles?



-What do chapters 13-23 concern?


2.
Using verses 1-3 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What commands are given to Isaiah regarding this prophetic word?



-Who would God use to accomplish His purposes?



-What would this man do regarding Babylon and God’s people?



-What does the word “sanctified” mean as used in this passage?

3.
Using verses 4-5 and outline point II, answer the following questions.


-Whose army is described?



-Describe the sound of the army.



-From where is God’s army coming?



-For what purpose is the army coming?
4.
Using verses 6-16 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What is the immediate fulfillment of the prophecy in this passage?



-What is the future fulfillment of the prophecy in this passage?



-Using points III A-B, summarize what is revealed about the day of the Lord.  




-What will God do?  




-What will conditions be like? 




-What will happen in the heavens?




-What will God do on earth?




-What will be the response of the people?

5.
Using verses 17-18 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-Who will God raise up against Babylon?



-Summarize what you learn about the fierceness of their attack.

6.
Using verses 19-22 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-To what cities is the judgment of Babylon compared?



-What will be the final conditions of the land after judgment?



-Who will dwell there?



-What creatures will live there?

7.
Using the final outline note in this chapter, answer the following questions.



-Where was the original Babylon built?



-When and where will Babylon be rebuilt?



-Of what is Babylon symbolic?

8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 14

1 For the Lord will have mercy on Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set them in their own land: and the strangers shall be joined with them, and they shall cleave to the house of Jacob.

2 And the people shall take them, and bring them to their place: and the house of Israel shall possess them in the land of the Lord for servants and handmaids: and they shall take them captives, whose captives they were; and they shall rule over their oppressors.

3 And it shall come to pass in the day that the Lord shall give thee rest from thy sorrow, and from thy fear, and from the hard bondage wherein thou wast made to serve,

4 That thou shalt take up this proverb against the king of Babylon, and say, How hath the oppressor ceased! the golden city ceased!

5 The Lord hath broken the staff of the wicked, and the sceptre of the rulers.

6 He who smote the people in wrath with a continual stroke, he that ruled the nations in anger, is persecuted, and none hindereth.

7 The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet: they break forth into singing.

8 Yea, the fir trees rejoice at thee, and the cedars of Lebanon, saying, Since thou art laid down, no feller is come up against us.

9 Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for thee, even all the chief ones of the earth; it hath raised up from their thrones all the kings of the nations.

10 All they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou also become weak as we? art thou become like unto us?

11 Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and the worms cover thee.

12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!

13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:

14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.

15 Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.

16 They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms;

17 That made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house of his prisoners?

18 All the kings of the nations, even all of them, lie in glory, every one in his own house.

19 But thou art cast out of thy grave like an abominable branch, and as the raiment of those that are slain, thrust through with a sword, that go down to the stones of the pit; as a carcase trodden under feet.

20 Thou shalt not be joined with them in burial, because thou hast destroyed thy land, and slain thy people: the seed of evildoers shall never be renowned.

21 Prepare slaughter for his children for the iniquity of their fathers; that they do not rise, nor possess the land, nor fill the face of the world with cities.

22 For I will rise up against them, saith the Lord of hosts, and cut off from Babylon the name, and remnant, and son, and nephew, saith the Lord.

23 I will also make it a possession for the bittern, and pools of water: and I will sweep it with the besom of destruction, saith the Lord of hosts.

24 The Lord of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand:

25 That I will break the Assyrian in my land, and upon my mountains tread him under foot: then shall his yoke depart from off them, and his burden depart from off their shoulders.

26 This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth: and this is the hand that is stretched out upon all the nations.

27 For the Lord of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? and his hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back?

28 In the year that king Ahaz died was this burden.

29 Rejoice not thou, whole Palestina, because the rod of him that smote thee is broken: for out of the serpent's root shall come forth a cockatrice, and his fruit shall be a fiery flying serpent.

30 And the firstborn of the poor shall feed, and the needy shall lie down in safety: and I will kill thy root with famine, and he shall slay thy remnant.

31 Howl, O gate; cry, O city; thou, whole Palestina, art dissolved: for there shall come from the north a smoke, and none shall be alone in his appointed times.

32 What shall one then answer the messengers of the nation? That the Lord hath founded Zion, and the poor of his people shall trust in it.

Outline 14:

 (Restoration of Israel; fall of king of Babylon/Satan; prophecies against Babylon, Assyria, and Philistia.)
I.
Future restoration.  (1-2) 


A.
The Lord will have mercy on Jacob (the captive Jews in Babylon), and will still 


choose Israel, and settle them in their own land. (Dual prophecy:  Israel will also 


return to her homeland in the end-times.)

B.
Strangers (foreigners) will be joined with them, and they will cling to the house of 

Jacob. 
(Gentile nations were instrumental in getting Israel back to her land 


after the holocaust, i.e., Great Britain, the U.S., etc.)


C.
Then people will take them and bring them to their place.



1.
The house of Israel will possess them for servants and maids in the land of 


the Lord.



2.
They will take them captive whose captives they were, and rule over their 



former oppressors. 

II.
A proverb against the King of Babylon.  (3-11)

(Babylon was built by Nimrod in defiance against God and is representative of all 
nations in rebellion against the Lord:  Genesis 10:8-10.)


It shall come to pass in the day the Lord gives you rest from your sorrow, and from your 
fear, and from the hard bondage in which you were made to serve, that you will take up 
this proverb against the king of Babylon, and say:


A.
How the oppressor has ceased, the golden city ceased! 

B.
The Lord has broken the staff of the wicked, the scepter of the rulers:



1.
He who struck the people in wrath with a continual stroke.



2.
He who ruled the nations in anger, is persecuted and no one hinders.

C.
The whole earth is at rest and quiet. They break forth into singing--indeed the 


cypress trees rejoice over you and the cedars of Lebanon. They are saying:



1.
Since you were cut down, no woodsman has come up against us. 



2.
Hell from beneath is excited about you, to meet you at your coming.



3.
It stirs up the dead for you, all the chief ones of the earth.




(The earth rejoices at the judgment of Babylon.)


D.
It has raised up from their thrones all the kings of the nations. They all shall speak 

and say to you:


1.
Have you also become as weak as we?


2.
Have you become like us?


3.
Your pomp is brought down to Sheol and the sound of your stringed 



instruments.



4.
The maggot is spread under you and worms cover you. 



(All the pomp and glory of the nation are gone.  They are like a dead body 



wasting away.)

III.
The fall of the King of Babylon and the power behind him:  Lucifer (Satan).  (12-21)

(Dual prophecy.  See also Luke 10:18; Revelation 12:7-9; and 1 John 3:8.)


A.
How you are fallen from heaven, oh Lucifer, son of the morning!

B.
How you are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations!

C.
For you have said in your heart:


1.
I will ascend into heaven.



2.
I will exalt my throne above the stars of God.



3.
I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the 



north.



4.
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds.



5.
I will be like the Most High. 

D.
Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit. 


E.
Those who see you will gaze at you, and consider you, saying “Is this the man”… 


1.
Who made the earth tremble?


2.
Who shook kingdoms?


3.
Who made the world as a wilderness and destroyed its cities?


4.
Who did not open the house of his prisoners?



(This will be said regarding the antichrist spirit of Satan.)  


F.
All the kings of the nations--all of them--sleep in glory, everyone in his own 


house. 
But you are cast out of your grave:



1.
Like an abominable branch.



2.
Like the garment of those who are slain.



3.
Like those thrust through with a sword.



4.
Like those who go down to the stones of the pit.



5.
Like a corpse trodden underfoot.

G.
You will not be joined with them in burial, because you have destroyed your land 


and slain your people.

H.
The brood of evildoers shall never be named. 

I.
Prepare slaughter for his children because of the iniquity of their fathers, lest they 


rise up and possess the land and fill the face of the world with cities. 

IV.
Prophecy against Babylon continued.  (22-23) 

For the Lord says:

A.
I will rise up against them.


B.
I will cut off from Babylon the name, the remnant, offspring, and posterity.


C.
I will make it a possession for the porcupine.


D.
I will make it marshes of muddy water.


E.
I will sweep it with the broom of destruction. 

V.
Prophecy against Assyria. (24-27) 


The Lord of Hosts has sworn, saying: Surely, as I have thought (intended), so it shall 
come to pass, 
and as I have purposed, so it shall stand: 

A.
I will break the Assyrian in My land, and on My mountains tread him underfoot.

B.
Then his yoke shall be removed from them, and his burden removed from their 


shoulders. 

C.
This is the purpose that is purposed against the whole earth, and this is the hand 



that is stretched out over all the nations. 

D.
For the Lord of Hosts has purposed, and who will annul it?

E.
His hand is stretched out, and who will turn it back? 

(Assyria would be used by God to chastise His people, but they also would be punished.)

VI.
Prophecy against Philistia.  (28-31)

This is the burden which came in the year that King Ahaz of Judah died. 


A.
Do not rejoice, all you of Philistia, because the rod that struck you is broken. 


(They thought things would get better when King Ahaz of Judah died, but the next 


king—Hezekiah--would defeat them.)

B.
For out of the serpent's roots will come forth a viper, and its offspring will be a 


fiery flying serpent.   


C.
The firstborn of the poor will feed, and the needy will lie down in safety.


D.
I will kill your roots with famine, and it will slay your remnant. 

E.
Wail, oh gate! Cry, oh city!


1.
All you of Philistia are dissolved.



2.
For smoke will come from the north.



3.
No one will be alone in his appointed times. 

(The immediate fulfillment of this prophecy was the defeat of Philistia by Uzziah: 2 Kings 
15:1-7 and 2 Chronicles 28:16-21.)

VII.
Assurances to God’s people.  (32)

What will they answer the messengers of Philistia? 

A.
That the Lord has founded Zion.


B.
That the poor of His people shall take refuge in it. 



(The Philistine envoys would return home with this message, that God’s people 


would no longer depend on military action but would trust the Lord.)

Study questions on chapter 14:
1.
Using verses 1-2  and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Upon whom will the Lord have mercy?



-To where will God’s people return?



-Who will be joined with God’s people and in what roles will they serve?



-What will happen to the former oppressors of God’s people? 
2.
Using verses 3-11 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Against whom is this proverb directed?



-Who is given credit for breaking the staff of the oppressor?



-What is the condition of the earth after this judgment?



-What will happen to the kings of the nations and what will be their response?



-What analogy is used to describe the pomp and glory of this nation?

3.
Using verses 12-21  and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-Why is this passage considered a dual prophecy?



-Apply this prophecy to the King of Babylon.



-Apply this prophecy to Lucifer.

4.
Using verses 22-23 and outline point IV, list the five “I will” statements made by the 
Lord.
5.
Using verses 24-27 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-What has the Lord sworn to do?



-What is the purpose that is purposed against the whole earth?



-What do you learn about God’s faithfulness to His word in this passage.

6.
Using verses 28-31 and outline point VI, answer the following questions.



-Against whom is this prophecy directed?



-Why were the people told not to rejoice?



-What should be their response?



-What was the immediate fulfillment of this prophecy? 

7.
According to verse 32  and outline point VII, what answer will God’s people give the 
messengers from Philistia
8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 15

1 The burden of Moab. Because in the night Ar of Moab is laid waste, and brought to silence; because in the night Kir of Moab is laid waste, and brought to silence;

2 He is gone up to Bajith, and to Dibon, the high places, to weep: Moab shall howl over Nebo, and over Medeba: on all their heads shall be baldness, and every beard cut off.

3 In their streets they shall gird themselves with sackcloth: on the tops of their houses, and in their streets, every one shall howl, weeping abundantly.

4 And Heshbon shall cry, and Elealeh: their voice shall be heard even unto Jahaz: therefore the armed soldiers of Moab shall cry out; his life shall be grievous unto him.

5 My heart shall cry out for Moab; his fugitives shall flee unto Zoar, an heifer of three years old: for by the mounting up of Luhith with weeping shall they go it up; for in the way of Horonaim they shall raise up a cry of destruction.

6 For the waters of Nimrim shall be desolate: for the hay is withered away, the grass faileth, there is no green thing.

7 Therefore the abundance they have gotten, and that which they have laid up, shall they carry away to the brook of the willows.

8 For the cry is gone round about the borders of Moab; the howling thereof unto Eglaim, and the howling thereof unto Beer-elim.

9 For the waters of Dimon shall be full of blood: for I will bring more upon Dimon, lions upon him that escapeth of Moab, and upon the remnant of the land.

Outline 15:
(Prophecy against Moab.)
(The nation of Moab descended from Lot through an incestuous relationship with his daughter.  They were persistent enemies of Israel.  They claimed to know God, but had only a form of godliness.)
I.
Moab is destroyed by Assyria.  (1)


A.
In the night, Ar of Moab is laid waste and destroyed.


B.
In the night, Kir of Moab is laid waste and destroyed.


(Ar and Kir were two major cities of Moab which would be destroyed in one 


night.)

II.
A lament for Moab.  (2-9)

A.
Moab has gone up to the temple and Dibon, to the high places to weep (to seek 


help from their idols).

B.
Moab will wail over Mt. Nebo and over Medeba (a city belonging to the tribe of 


Rueben).



1.
On all their heads will be baldness, and every beard cut off (as signs of 



mourning).


2.
In their streets they will clothe themselves with sackcloth.



3.
On the tops of their houses and in their streets everyone will wail, weeping 


bitterly. 


4.
Heshbon and Elealeh (cities possessed by Moab) will cry out and their 



voice shall be heard as far as Jahaz.



5.
The armed soldiers of Moab will cry out.



6.
Moab’s life will be burdensome (grievous). 


C.
My heart will cry out for Moab. (Despite their sin, Isaiah’s heart cried out for 


the people as Jesus did for Jerusalem and Paul did for Israel:  Luke 19:42-44 and 

Romans 9:1-2.)


1.
Moab’s fugitives shall flee to Zoar, like a three-year-old heifer. 


2.
For by the Ascent of Luhith they will go up with weeping.



3.
For in the way of Horonaim they will raise up a cry of destruction,


4.
For the waters of Nimrim will be desolate.



5.
For the green grass has withered away:




a.
The grass fails.




b.
There is nothing green. 


6.
Therefore the abundance of possessions they have gained and what they 



have laid up they will carry away to the Brook of the Willows.  (They will 



leave with only what they can carry.)

D.
For the cry has gone all around the borders of Moab and its wailing has reached 


to Eglaim and to Beer Elim. 

E.
For the waters of Dimon will be full of blood because I will bring more upon 


Dimon:  Lions upon him who escapes from Moab and on the remnant of the land. 


(Isaiah lamented for Moab, but even a lamentation did not stop Assyria from invading 
Moab.)

Study questions on chapter 15:
1.
According to the opening note of this chapter:



-From whom did the nation of Moab descend?



-What was their relationship with Israel? 
2.
Using verse 1 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Who would be raised up to destroy Moab?



-What do you learn about the cities of Ar and Kir?

3.
Using verses 2-9 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Where have the people of Moab gone to lament their fate?



-How will they be attired?



-What emotions will they express?



-What will be the response of their armed forces?



-How is their life described?



-Using point II C, summarize Isaiah’s response to the judgment of Moab.



-From where to where is this lament heard?



-What judgment will be brought upon Dimon?



-What will happen to those who escape from Moab?

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 16

1 Send ye the lamb to the ruler of the land from Sela to the wilderness, unto the mount of the daughter of Zion.

2 For it shall be, that, as a wandering bird cast out of the nest, so the daughters of Moab shall be at the fords of Arnon.

3 Take counsel, execute judgment; make thy shadow as the night in the midst of the noonday; hide the outcasts; bewray not him that wandereth.

4 Let mine outcasts dwell with thee, Moab; be thou a covert to them from the face of the spoiler: for the extortioner is at an end, the spoiler ceaseth, the oppressors are consumed out of the land.

5 And in mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking judgment, and hasting righteousness.

6 We have heard of the pride of Moab; he is very proud: even of his haughtiness, and his pride, and his wrath: but his lies shall not be so.

7 Therefore shall Moab howl for Moab, every one shall howl: for the foundations of Kir-hareseth shall ye mourn; surely they are stricken.

8 For the fields of Heshbon languish, and the vine of Sibmah: the Lords of the heathen have broken down the principal plants thereof, they are come even unto Jazer, they wandered through the wilderness: her branches are stretched out, they are gone over the sea.

9 Therefore I will bewail with the weeping of Jazer the vine of Sibmah: I will water thee with my tears, O Heshbon, and Elealeh: for the shouting for thy summer fruits and for thy harvest is fallen.

10 And gladness is taken away, and joy out of the plentiful field; and in the vineyards there shall be no singing, neither shall there be shouting: the treaders shall tread out no wine in their presses; I have made their vintage shouting to cease.

11 Wherefore my bowels shall sound like an harp for Moab, and mine inward parts for Kir-haresh.

12 And it shall come to pass, when it is seen that Moab is weary on the high place, that he shall come to his sanctuary to pray; but he shall not prevail.

13 This is the word that the Lord hath spoken concerning Moab since that time.

14 But now the Lord hath spoken, saying, Within three years, as the years of an hireling, and the glory of Moab shall be contemned, with all that great multitude; and the remnant shall be very small and feeble.

Outline 16:

(Prophecy against Moab continued.)
I.
Moab appeals for refuge.  (1) 


Send the lamb to the ruler of the land, from Sela (in Moab) to the wilderness, to 


the mount of the daughter of Zion. (Refugees from Moab fled to Sela, a rock 


fortress.  They asked Judah for asylum from the enemy and Judah said they would 

have to acknowledge their God, but Moab was too proud to do this and refused.)
II.
Moab will be like:  (2-3)


A.
A bird displaced from its nest.



1.
For it shall be as a wandering bird thrown out of the nest.



2.
So shall be the daughters of Moab at the fords of the Arnon. 


B.
A shadow of night at midday.



1.
Take counsel and execute judgment.



2.
Make your shadow like the night in the middle of the day.
III.
An appeal in behalf of Judah.  (4-5)


A.
Hide the outcasts.



1.
Do not betray him who escapes. 


2.
Let My outcasts dwell with you, oh Moab.



3.
Be a shelter to them from the face of the spoiler.

B.
For the extortioner is at an end, devastation ceases, and the oppressors are 



consumed out of the land. 

C.
In mercy the throne will be established and One will sit on it in truth, in the 


tabernacle of David, judging and seeking justice and hastening righteousness 


(Acts 15:6).
IV.
The pride of Moab.  (6-7)


A.
We have heard of the pride of Moab--He is very proud--of his haughtiness, his 


pride, his wrath and his lies. 

B.
Therefore Moab shall wail for Moab: Everyone shall wail.

C.
You shall mourn for the foundations of Kir Hareseth, for surely they are stricken. 
V.
The ruined harvest. (8-11)


(All the locations in this passage were in Moab.  Moab is compared to a fruitful field left 
unharvested.)


A.
For the fields of Heshbon languish, and the vine of Sibmah.


B.
The lords of the nations have broken down its choice plants, which have reached 


to Jazer and wandered through the wilderness.


1.
Her branches are stretched out.



2
They are gone over the sea. 

C.
Therefore I will bewail the vine of Sibmah, with the weeping of Jazer; I will 


drench 
you with my tears, oh Heshbon and Elealeh.



1.
For battle cries have fallen over your summer fruits and your harvest. 



2.
Gladness is taken away, and joy from the plentiful field.




a.
In the vineyards there will be no singing, nor will there be 





shouting.




b.
No treaders will tread out wine in the presses.




c.
I have made their shouting cease. 


3.
Therefore my heart shall resound like a harp for Moab, and my inner 



being for Kir Heres (Moab’s walled cities).
VI.
No remedy for Moab.  (12-13) 


A.
And it shall come to pass, when it is seen that Moab is weary on the high 



place, that he will come to his sanctuary to pray but he will not prevail.  (They will 

appeal to their gods to no avail.)

B.
This is the word which the Lord has spoken concerning Moab since that time.


But now the Lord has spoken, saying: 


1.
Within three years, as the years of a hired man, the glory of Moab will be 



despised.



2.
With all that great multitude, the remnant will be very small and feeble. 

Study questions on chapter 16:
1.
Using verse 1 and outline point I, who is making what appeal?
2,
Using verses 2-3 and outline point II, what two analogies are used to describe Moab 
after judgment? 
3.
Using verses 4-5 and outline point  III, summarize the appeal in behalf of Judah.

4.
Using verses 6-7 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What is stated regarding Moab?



-Who will mourn for Moab and why?

5.
Using verses 8-11 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-Where are these locations found?



-To what is Moab compared in this passage?

6.
Using verses 12-13 and outline point VI, answer the following questions.



-To whom will Moab appeal for help and what will be the response?



-Summarize the final prophetic word regarding Moab in point VI B.

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 17

1 The burden of Damascus. Behold, Damascus is taken away from being a city, and it shall be a ruinous heap.

2 The cities of Aroer are forsaken: they shall be for flocks, which shall lie down, and none shall make them afraid.

3 The fortress also shall cease from Ephraim, and the kingdom from Damascus, and the remnant of Syria: they shall be as the glory of the children of Israel, saith the Lord of hosts.

4 And in that day it shall come to pass, that the glory of Jacob shall be made thin, and the fatness of his flesh shall wax lean.

5 And it shall be as when the harvestman gathereth the corn, and reapeth the ears with his arm; and it shall be as he that gathereth ears in the valley of Rephaim.

6 Yet gleaning grapes shall be left in it, as the shaking of an olive tree, two or three berries in the top of the uppermost bough, four or five in the outmost fruitful branches thereof, saith the Lord God of Israel.

7 At that day shall a man look to his Maker, and his eyes shall have respect to the Holy One of Israel.

8 And he shall not look to the altars, the work of his hands, neither shall respect that which his fingers have made, either the groves, or the images.

9 In that day shall his strong cities be as a forsaken bough, and an uppermost branch, which they left because of the children of Israel: and there shall be desolation.

10 Because thou hast forgotten the God of thy salvation, and hast not been mindful of the rock of thy strength, therefore shalt thou plant pleasant plants, and shalt set it with strange slips:

11 In the day shalt thou make thy plant to grow, and in the morning shalt thou make thy seed to flourish: but the harvest shall be a heap in the day of grief and of desperate sorrow.

12 Woe to the multitude of many people, which make a noise like the noise of the seas; and to the rushing of nations, that make a rushing like the rushing of mighty waters!

13 The nations shall rush like the rushing of many waters: but God shall rebuke them, and they shall flee far off, and shall be chased as the chaff of the mountains before the wind, and like a rolling thing before the whirlwind.

14 And behold at eveningtide trouble; and before the morning he is not. This is the portion of them that spoil us, and the lot of them that rob us.

Outline 17:

(Prophecy to Damascus and Israel.) 

I.
Prophecy to Damascus. (1-3)

Thus says the Lord of Hosts:

A.
Behold, Damascus (the capitol of Syria) will cease from being a city, and it 


will be a ruinous heap. 

B.
The cities of Aroer (suburbs of Damascus, east of Jordan) are forsaken.


C.
They will be for flocks which lie down, and no one will make them afraid.

D.
The fortress also will cease from Ephraim, the kingdom from Damascus, and the 


remnant of Syria.  (Ephraim is another name for Israel.  Israel was judged along 


with Damascus because of their alliance with them against Judah.)

E.
They will be as the departed glory of the children of Israel (2 Kings 15:29; 17:6).
II.
Prophecy to Israel. (4-11)

(The prophet addresses the end-times in this passage when Israel will go through the 
tribulation, but a remnant will remain.)


Thus says the Lord God of Israel:


A.
In that day it shall come to pass that the glory of Jacob will fade and the fatness 


of his flesh grow lean. 


1.
It shall be as when the harvester gathers the grain, and reaps the heads 



with his arm.



2.
It shall be as he who gathers heads of grain in the Valley of Rephaim. 


3.
Yet gleaning grapes will be left in it, like the shaking of an olive tree:




a.
Two or three olives at the top of the uppermost bough.




b.
Four or five in its most fruitful branches. 


(There is no harvest in the fruit of the trees--just two or three berries.  This is  


also an analogy of a lean spiritual life.  The reasons are similar to those causing 


lack in a natural harvest:   





-Forgetting God:  Not remembering what He has done for you.




-Self-sufficiency:  Being unmindful of the rock of your strength.



 
-Idolatry:  Turning to people, things, materialism, etc., instead of God.



Verses 7-8 give the solution for these conditions: Turn to your Maker.)

B.
Men will no longer look to idols.



1.
In that day a man will look to his Maker, and his eyes will have respect for 


the Holy One of Israel. 


2.
He will not look to the altars or the work of his hands. He will not respect:




a.
What his fingers have made.




b.
The wooden images.




c.
The incense altars. 



(They will lose respect for their idols who cannot help them.)


C.
Strong cities will be forsaken. 


1.
In that day his strong cities will be as a forsaken bough and an uppermost 



branch, which they left because of the children of Israel.



2.
And there will be desolation. 


D.
The harvest will be ruined. 


Because you have forgotten the God of your salvation and have not been mindful 


of the Rock of your stronghold, therefore:



1.
You will plant pleasant plants and set out foreign seedlings.



2.
In the day you will make your plant to grow, and in the morning you will 



make your seed to flourish.



3.
But the harvest will be a heap of ruins in the day of grief and desperate 



sorrow. 

III.
Plundering nations will be judged.  (12-14)

A.
Woe to the multitude of many people who make a noise like the roar of the seas, 


and to the rushing of nations that make a rushing like the rushing of mighty 


waters! 

B.
The nations will rush like the rushing of many waters, but God will rebuke them.



1.
They will flee far away.



2.
They will be chased like the chaff of the mountains before the wind, like a 



rolling thing before the whirlwind. 


3.
Behold, at eventide, trouble! And before the morning, he is no more.


4.
This is the portion of those who plunder us, and the lot of those who rob 



us. 

Study questions on chapter 17:
1.
Using verses 1-3  and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Against whom is this prophecy directed?


-Describe the judgment to come upon this city.

2.
Using verses 4-11 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Against whom is this prophecy directed?



-Summarize what will happen to the glory of Jacob in that day.




-What will happen to the harvest?



-According to the note in II A, what are some reasons for poor natural and 



spiritual harvest?



-What is the solution for these conditions according to verses 7-8?



-To what will men no longer look?



-To whom will men look instead?



-What will happen to the strong cities?



-According to point II D, what will happen to the harvest and why?



-What do you learn about God in verses 6,7,8,10?
3.
Using verses 12-14 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-Against whom is this prophetic passage directed?



-Why will these nations be judged?



-What will be the results of the judgment?

4.
What images did Isaiah use to describe Ephraim’s (Israel’s) downfall in the following 
verses?


Verse 3



Verse 4a



Verse 4b



Verses 5-6



Verses 9-11



Verses 12-13a



Verse 13b

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 18

1 Woe to the land shadowing with wings, which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia:

2 That sendeth ambassadors by the sea, even in vessels of bulrushes upon the waters, saying, Go, ye swift messengers, to a nation scattered and peeled, to a people terrible from their beginning hitherto; a nation meted out and trodden down, whose land the rivers have spoiled!

3 All ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers on the earth, see ye, when he lifteth up an ensign on the mountains; and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye.

4 For so the Lord said unto me, I will take my rest, and I will consider in my dwelling place like a clear heat upon herbs, and like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest.

5 For afore the harvest, when the bud is perfect, and the sour grape is ripening in the flower, he shall both cut off the sprigs with pruning hooks, and take away and cut down the branches.

6 They shall be left together unto the fowls of the mountains, and to the beasts of the earth: and the fowls shall summer upon them, and all the beasts of the earth shall winter upon them.

7 In that time shall the present be brought unto the Lord of hosts of a people scattered and peeled, and from a people terrible from their beginning hitherto; a nation meted out and trodden under foot, whose land the rivers have spoiled, to the place of the name of the Lord of hosts, the mount Zion.

Outline 18:

(Prophecy to Ethiopia—also called Cush in scripture.  Cush was the oldest son of Ham: Genesis 10:7.) 

I.
The woe. (1-2)

Woe to the land shadowed with buzzing wings. (Ethiopia is often called “lord of wings” 
because they are noted for their many varieties of birds and insects.  The Assyrian 
invasion would be like these buzzing creatures.)

A.
Which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia.


B.
Which sends ambassadors by sea, even in vessels of reed on the waters.


C.
Who say: Go, swift messengers:



1.
To a nation tall and smooth of skin.



2.
To a people terrible from their beginning onward.



3.
To, a nation powerful and treading down, whose land the rivers divide. 

II.
The witnesses.  (3) 


All inhabitants of the world and dwellers on the earth:

A.
When he lifts up a banner on the mountains, you see it.


B.
When he blows a trumpet, you hear it. 

(The banner lifted over the world is Jesus Christ.)

III.
The harvest. (4-6)


For so the Lord said to me:


A.
I will take My rest, and I will look from My dwelling place:



1.
Like clear heat in sunshine.



2.
Like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest.


(God may appear inactive for a time, but He sees all that is going on.)


B.
For before the harvest, when the bud is perfect and the sour grape is ripening in 


the flower, He will both cut off the sprigs with pruning hooks and take away and 


cut down the branches. 


1.
They will be left together for the mountain birds of prey and for the beasts 



of the earth.



2.
The birds of prey will summer on them, and all the beasts of the earth will 



winter on them.
 IV.
The future.  (7)


In that time (the end-times) a present will be brought to the 
Lord of Hosts:


A.
From a people tall and smooth of skin.


B.
From a people terrible from their beginning onward.


C.
From a nation powerful and treading down.


D.
From a nation whose land the rivers divide.


...To the place of the name of the Lord of Hosts, to Mount Zion. 

(Ethiopia will come to God in the end-times.  See Psalm 68:31; Zephaniah 3:9-10; and 
Acts 8.)

Study questions on chapter 18:
1.
Using verses 1-2  and outline point  I, answer the following questions.



-To what nation is this prophecy directed?



-How is that nation described?



-Where is the nation located?

2.
Using verse 3 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who is called to witness God’s judgment?



-What two emblems are employed by God to signal the timing of His judgment?

3.
Using verses 4-6  and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-According to point III A, what does God say He will do?



-Using point III B, answer the following questions:




-When will the judgment come?




-What will be the conditions at that time?




-What will remain after judgment?
4.
Using verse 7 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What nation is described?



-How are the people of this nation described?



-How is the land of this nation described?
5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 19

1 The burden of Egypt. Behold, the Lord rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at his presence, and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the midst of it.

2 And I will set the Egyptians against the Egyptians: and they shall fight every one against his brother, and every one against his neighbour; city against city, and kingdom against kingdom.

3 And the spirit of Egypt shall fail in the midst thereof; and I will destroy the counsel thereof: and they shall seek to the idols, and to the charmers, and to them that have familiar spirits, and to the wizards.

4 And the Egyptians will I give over into the hand of a cruel Lord; and a fierce king shall rule over them, saith the Lord, the Lord of hosts.

5 And the waters shall fail from the sea, and the river shall be wasted and dried up.

6 And they shall turn the rivers far away; and the brooks of defence shall be emptied and dried up: the reeds and flags shall wither.

7 The paper reeds by the brooks, by the mouth of the brooks, and every thing sown by the brooks, shall wither, be driven away, and be no more.

8 The fishers also shall mourn, and all they that cast angle into the brooks shall lament, and they that spread nets upon the waters shall languish.

9 Moreover they that work in fine flax, and they that weave networks, shall be confounded.

10 And they shall be broken in the purposes thereof, all that make sluices and ponds for fish.

11 Surely the princes of Zoan are fools, the counsel of the wise counsellors of Pharaoh is become brutish: how say ye unto Pharaoh, I am the son of the wise, the son of ancient kings?

12 Where are they? where are thy wise men? and let them tell thee now, and let them know what the Lord of hosts hath purposed upon Egypt.

13 The princes of Zoan are become fools, the princes of Noph are deceived; they have also seduced Egypt, even they that are the stay of the tribes thereof.

14 The Lord hath mingled a perverse spirit in the midst thereof: and they have caused Egypt to err in every work thereof, as a drunken man staggereth in his vomit.

15 Neither shall there be any work for Egypt, which the head or tail, branch or rush, may do.

16 In that day shall Egypt be like unto women: and it shall be afraid and fear because of the shaking of the hand of the Lord of hosts, which he shaketh over it.

17 And the land of Judah shall be a terror unto Egypt, every one that maketh mention thereof shall be afraid in himself, because of the counsel of the Lord of hosts, which he hath determined against it.

18 In that day shall five cities in the land of Egypt speak the language of Canaan, and swear to the Lord of hosts; one shall be called, The city of destruction.

19 In that day shall there be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar at the border thereof to the Lord.

20 And it shall be for a sign and for a witness unto the Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt: for they shall cry unto the Lord because of the oppressors, and he shall send them a saviour, and a great one, and he shall deliver them.

21 And the Lord shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians shall know the Lord in that day, and shall do sacrifice and oblation; yea, they shall vow a vow unto the Lord, and perform it.

22 And the Lord shall smite Egypt: he shall smite and heal it: and they shall return even to the Lord, and he shall be intreated of them, and shall heal them.

23 In that day shall there be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians shall serve with the Assyrians.

24 In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land:

25 Whom the Lord of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel mine inheritance.

Outline 19:

(Prophecy against Egypt.)

I.
Egypt will be judged. (1-17)

The burden of Egypt.

A.
They will experience dread.


Behold, the Lord rides on a swift cloud.  (Psalm 18:9-13.)


1.
He will come into Egypt.



2.
The idols of Egypt will totter at His presence.



3.
The heart of Egypt will melt in its midst. 


B.
They will experience discord:  Civil war.



I will set Egyptians against Egyptians.



1.
Everyone will fight against his brother.



2.
Everyone against his neighbor.



3.
City against city.



4.
Kingdom against kingdom.

C.
They will be deceived.



The spirit of Egypt will fail in its midst: I will destroy their counsel and they will 


consult the idols, the charmers, the mediums, and the sorcerers.

D.
They will experience drudgery.



I will give the Egyptians into the hand of a cruel master and a fierce king will 


rule over them (slavery). 

E.
They will experience drought.



1.
The waters will fail from the sea.



2.
The River Nile will be dried up. 


3.
The rivers will turn foul.



4.
The brooks of defense will be emptied and dried up.



5.
The reeds and rushes will wither.

F.
Their economy will be devastated.



1.
The papyrus reeds by the mouth of the River and everything sown by the 



River, will wither, be driven away, and be no more.  (Papyrus reeds were 



used to make paper.  They will not grow and the other crops will wither.)


2.
The fishermen also will mourn.




a.
Those will lament who cast hooks into the River.




b.
Those will languish who spread nets on the waters. 


3.
Those who work in fine flax and those who weave fine fabric will be 



ashamed.




4.
The foundations (of the economy) will be broken.



5.
All who make wages will be troubled of soul. 




(God will send a drought,  there will be no fish, no flax to spin, no crops,  



and economic chaos will result.)


G.
Their leaders will be deluded.


Surely the princes of Zoan are fools and Pharaoh's wise counselors give foolish 


counsel.


1.
How do you say to Pharaoh: "I am the son of the wise, the son of ancient 



kings?" 



a.
Where are they? 



b.
Where are your wise men? 



2.
Let them tell you now, and let them know what the Lord of Hosts has 



purposed against Egypt. 


3.
The princes of Zoan have become fools and the princes of Noph are 



deceived. (Zoan and Noph were the main administrative centers of Egypt.)



4.
They have also deluded Egypt, those who are the mainstay of its tribes. 


H.
Their society will disintegrate.



1.
Because of a perverse spirit:




The Lord has mingled a perverse spirit in her midst.



2.
Because of a devastated economy.




a.
They will err in all their work, as a drunken man staggers in his 




vomit. 



b.
Neither will there be any work for Egypt, which the head or tail, 




palm branch or bulrush may do.   

I.
They will be demoralized.



1.
In that day Egypt will be like women and will be afraid and fear because 



of the waving of the hand of the Lord of Hosts, which He waves over it.   



(This verse is not putting women down, but is used symbolically because 



they feared enemy invasions.  Egypt will feel as helpless as a woman in the 


face of the enemy.)  



2.
And the land of Judah will be a terror to Egypt.  Everyone who makes 



mention of it will be afraid in himself, because of the counsel of the Lord 



of Hosts which He has determined against it. 

II.
They will turn to God in that day.  (18-25)


(The prophecy now switches to the end-times.)


A.
In that day five cities in the land of Egypt will speak the language of Canaan and 


swear by the Lord of Hosts. One will be called the City of Destruction.   


B.
In that day there will be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, and 


a pillar to the Lord at its border. 


1.
And it will be for a sign and for a witness to the Lord of Hosts in the land 



of Egypt.



2.
For they will cry to the Lord because of the oppressors, and He will send 



them a Savior and a Mighty One, and He will deliver them. 

C.
In that day the Lord will be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians will know 



the Lord:



1.
They will make sacrifice and offering.



2.
They will make a vow to the Lord and perform it. 

D.
In that day:



1.
The Lord will strike Egypt to heal it.  


2.
They will return to the Lord, and He 
will be entreated by them and heal 



them. 


E.
In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria:



1.
The Assyrian will come into Egypt and the Egyptian into Assyria.



2.
And the Egyptians will serve with the Assyrians. 


F.
In that day Israel will be one of three with Egypt and Assyria--a blessing in the 


midst of the land whom the Lord of Hosts shall bless saying: Blessed is:



1.
Egypt, My people.



2.
Assyria, the work of My hands.



3.
Israel My inheritance. 

(“In that day”, Israel will be linked to Egypt and Assyria by a highway. The three formerly enemy nations will live in harmony.  Egypt will be subject to Israel--learning Hebrew, building an altar to God in Egypt, and going to Jerusalem to worship.  See also Zechariah 14:16-19.)

Study questions on chapter 19:
1.
Using verses 1-17 and outline point  I, answer the following questions regarding the 
judgment on Egypt.  


-According to point A, what will happen to the idols and the heart of Egypt?


-According to point B, what will they experience?



-According to point C, what will happen to the spirit of Egypt?



-According to point D, to whom will the Egyptians be given and what will be 


their fate?



-According to point E, what will happen to the rivers?



-According to point F, how will the economy be affected?



-According to point G, what will happen to their leaders?



-Using point H, describe what will happen to their society.



-According to point I, what will be the results of all this devastation?



-What analogy is used to describe the people?

2.
Using verses 18-25 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What time period does this prophecy concern?



-What languages will be spoken in Egypt?



-What will be erected in the midst of Egypt?



-Who will be known as Egypt’s God?



-From where to where will there be a highway and who will use it?


-With what  two nations will Israel be joined to in that day?

3.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 20

1 In the year that Tartan came unto Ashdod, (when Sargon the king of Assyria sent him,) and fought against Ashdod, and took it;

2 At the same time spake the Lord by Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying, Go and loose the sackcloth from off thy loins, and put off thy shoe from thy foot. And he did so, walking naked and barefoot.

3 And the Lord said, Like as my servant Isaiah hath walked naked and barefoot three years for a sign and wonder upon Egypt and upon Ethiopia;

4 So shall the king of Assyria lead away the Egyptians prisoners, and the Ethiopians captives, young and old, naked and barefoot, even with their buttocks uncovered, to the shame of Egypt.

5 And they shall be afraid and ashamed of Ethiopia their expectation, and of Egypt their glory.

6 And the inhabitant of this isle shall say in that day, Behold, such is our expectation, whither we flee for help to be delivered from the king of Assyria: and how shall we escape?

Outline 20:

(A sign of impending judgment.)
I.
A command to Isaiah.  (1-2)

A.
In the year that Tartan (the Assyrian commander in chief) came to Ashdod (a 


major Philistine city), when Sargon the king of Assyria sent him, and he fought 


against Ashdod and took it.


B.
At the same time the Lord spoke by Isaiah the son of Amoz.



God said: "Go, and remove the sackcloth from your body, and take your sandals 


off your feet." 

C.
And he did so, walking naked and barefoot.  (He removed his outward tunic 


which was indicative of being in mourning.  He wore what we would call 



“underwear”.)
II.
A sign to Israel. (3-6)

Then the Lord said:


A.
Just as My servant Isaiah has walked naked and barefoot three years for a sign 


and a wonder against Egypt and Ethiopia:



1.
So shall the king of Assyria lead away the Egyptians as prisoners and the 



Ethiopians as captives.



2.
Young and old will be taken, naked and barefoot with their buttocks 



uncovered, to the shame of Egypt. 

B.
Then they (Israel) shall be afraid and ashamed of Ethiopia their expectation and 


Egypt their glory. And the inhabitant of this territory will say in that day.



1.
Surely such is our expectation wherever we flee for help to be delivered 



from the king of Assyria.



2.
How shall we escape? 


(Israel will be ashamed of their alliances and their trust in other nations.)

(Israel was looking to Egypt and Ethiopia for deliverance instead of looking to God.  
When these two nations were taken captive, Israel’s hopes for deliverance were 
shattered.  The illustration was that those who sought foreign alliances would be 
humiliated.)

Study questions on chapter 20:
1.
Using verses 1-2 and outline point  I, answer the following questions.



-When was this message given to Isaiah?



-What did the Lord command Isaiah to do?



-What was Isaiah’s response?

2.
Using verses 3-6 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Of what was the prophetic act described in verses 1-2 representative?



-Of what would Israel be ashamed?



-To whom was Israel looking for deliverance and what were the results?

3.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 21

1 The burden of the desert of the sea. As whirlwinds in the south pass through; so it cometh from the desert, from a terrible land.

2 A grievous vision is declared unto me; the treacherous dealer dealeth treacherously, and the spoiler spoileth. Go up, O Elam: besiege, O Media; all the sighing thereof have I made to cease.

3 Therefore are my loins filled with pain: pangs have taken hold upon me, as the pangs of a woman that travaileth: I was bowed down at the hearing of it; I was dismayed at the seeing of it.

4 My heart panted, fearfulness affrighted me: the night of my pleasure hath he turned into fear unto me.

5 Prepare the table, watch in the watchtower, eat, drink: arise, ye princes, and anoint the shield.

6 For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Go, set a watchman, let him declare what he seeth.

7 And he saw a chariot with a couple of horsemen, a chariot of asses, and a chariot of camels; and he hearkened diligently with much heed:

8 And he cried, A lion: My Lord, I stand continually upon the watchtower in the daytime, and I am set in my ward whole nights:

9 And, behold, here cometh a chariot of men, with a couple of horsemen. And he answered and said, Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and all the graven images of her gods he hath broken unto the ground.

10 O my threshing, and the corn of my floor: that which I have heard of the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, have I declared unto you.

11 The burden of Dumah. He calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night?

12 The watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the night: if ye will inquire, inquire ye: return, come.

13 The burden upon Arabia. In the forest in Arabia shall ye lodge, O ye travelling companies of Dedanim.

14 The inhabitants of the land of Tema brought water to him that was thirsty, they prevented with their bread him that fled.

15 For they fled from the swords, from the drawn sword, and from the bent bow, and from the grievousness of war.

16 For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Within a year, according to the years of an hireling, and all the glory of Kedar shall fail:

17 And the residue of the number of archers, the mighty men of the children of Kedar, shall be diminished: for the Lord God of Israel hath spoken it.

Outline 21:

(Prophecies concerning Babylon, Dumah, and Arabia.)
I.
The burden against the Wilderness of the Sea. (1-5)

(Babylon was built in the wilderness and irrigated by canals from the Euphrates River:  
Jeremiah 51:13; Revelation 17-18.  It was called the desert of the sea.)


A.
As whirlwinds in the South pass through, so it comes from the desert, from a 


terrible land. 


1.
A distressing vision is declared to me.



2.
The treacherous dealer deals treacherously.



3.
The plunderer plunders.


4.
Go up, oh Elam! Besiege, oh Media!


5.
All its sighing I have made to cease.  (The sighing was because of the 



ruthlessness of Babylon.)

B.
Therefore my (Isaiah’s) loins are filled with pain.



1.
Pangs have taken hold of me, like the pangs of a woman in labor.


2.
I was distressed when I heard it.



3.
I was dismayed when I saw it.  


4.
My heart wavered, fearfulness frightened me.



5.
The night, for which I longed, He turned into fear for me. 


(Despite the sins of Babylon, Isaiah had compassion on the nation.)

C.
Judgment is assured. 


1.
Prepare the table.



2.
Set a watchman in the tower.



3.
Eat and drink.



(Leaders of Babylon were eating and drinking when Babylon was taken by 


the Medes: Daniel 5.  They were unresponsive to the prophetic word 



regarding their judgment.)



4.
Arise, you princes, anoint the shield! 



(Shields were made of leather hides and if they were not oiled, they would 



eventually become brittle and bleak.  Our spiritual shields need the oil of 



the Holy Spirit to remain functional spiritually.)

II.
The watchman.  (6-10)

A.
For thus has the Lord said to me:


1.
Go, set a watchman.



2.
Let him declare what he sees.

B.
And he (Isaiah) saw a chariot with a pair of horsemen, a chariot of donkeys, and a 

chariot
of camels.


C.
He listened earnestly with great care. Then the watchman cried out—like a 


roaring lion:


1.
I stand continually on the watchtower in the daytime.



2.
I have sat at my post every night.


3.
I look, and here comes a chariot of men with a pair of horsemen!

D.
Then the watchman answered and said:



1.
Babylon is fallen, is fallen!  (This verse identifies to whom this passage is 



addressed: Babylon. Jeremiah 51:31-33  states that a watchman 




brought word that Babylon had fallen like grain on the threshing room 



floor.)


2.
All the carved images of her gods He has broken to the ground. 



3.
Oh, my threshing and the grain of my floor!  (My own people must be 



trodden down in judgment.)

E.
That which I (Isaiah) have heard from the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, I have 


declared to you. 
(The remainder of this chapter are prophecies against Dumah and Arabia who were allies of Babylon.)

III.
A prophecy against Dumah (synonymous with Edom).  (11-12)

A.
He calls to me out of Seir, "Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the 

night?" 

B.
The watchman said:



1.
The morning comes (Assyria would be defeated), and also the night



(Babylon would take their place).


2.
If you will inquire, inquire.



3.
Return! Come back! 


(They were questioning how long they would suffer.  Isaiah’s answer was to 


return to the Lord and repent!)
IV.
A prophecy against Arabia.  (13-17) 

(Assyria would also invade Arabia.)


A.
In the forest in Arabia you will lodge, oh you traveling companies of Dedanites. 


(The Dedanites were a Bedouin tribe of the desert that lived in the land of the 


Ishmaelites.) 


B.
Oh inhabitants of the land of Tema, bring water to him who is thirsty.


C.
With their bread they met him who fled. For they fled from:



1.
The swords.



2.
The drawn sword.



3.
The bent bow.



4.
The distress of war. 


D.
For thus the Lord has said to me:


1.
Within a year, according to the year of a hired man, all the glory of Kedar 



(a wealthy Arabian tribe known for their beautiful tents) will fail.



2.
And the remainder of the number of archers, the mighty men of the people 


of Kedar, will be diminished.



3.
For the Lord God of Israel has spoken it. 

Study questions on chapter 21:
1.
Using verses 1-5  and outline point  I, answer the following questions.



-What city is referred to by the term “the wilderness of the sea” and why is it 


called that?



-How is the judgment on Babylon described in point I A? 



-Using point I B, summarize Isaiah’s response to the judgment on Babylon.



-What will be Babylon’s response to the impending judgment according to 


point I C?




-What do you learn about the warrior’s shields?  Apply this spiritually.
2.
Using verses 6-10 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What command did the Lord give in the opening of this passage?



-What was this man to declare?



-Summarize the watchman’s warning.



-According to verse 10, what did Isaiah assure Babylon?

3.
Using verses 11-12 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-To what nation is this passage addressed?



-What questions are asked?



-What is the response of the watchman?


4.
Using verses 13-17 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-To what nation is this passage address?



-Who were the Dedanites?



-Who would invade this nation?



-From what did the inhabitants flee?



-Summarize the prophetic word in point IV D.



-According to verse 17, what assurance is given that these prophetic words would 


be fulfilled?
5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 22

1 The burden of the valley of vision. What aileth thee now, that thou art wholly gone up to the housetops?

2 Thou that art full of stirs, a tumultuous city, a joyous city: thy slain men are not slain with the sword, nor dead in battle.

3 All thy rulers are fled together, they are bound by the archers: all that are found in thee are bound together, which have fled from far.

4 Therefore said I, Look away from me; I will weep bitterly, labour not to comfort me, because of the spoiling of the daughter of my people.

5 For it is a day of trouble, and of treading down, and of perplexity by the Lord God of hosts in the valley of vision, breaking down the walls, and of crying to the mountains.

6 And Elam bare the quiver with chariots of men and horsemen, and Kir uncovered the shield.

7 And it shall come to pass, that thy choicest valleys shall be full of chariots, and the horsemen shall set themselves in array at the gate.

8 And he discovered the covering of Judah, and thou didst look in that day to the armour of the house of the forest.

9 Ye have seen also the breaches of the city of David, that they are many: and ye gathered together the waters of the lower pool.

10 And ye have numbered the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses have ye broken down to fortify the wall.

11 Ye made also a ditch between the two walls for the water of the old pool: but ye have not looked unto the maker thereof, neither had respect unto him that fashioned it long ago.

12 And in that day did the Lord God of hosts call to weeping, and to mourning, and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth:

13 And behold joy and gladness, slaying oxen, and killing sheep, eating flesh, and drinking wine: let us eat and drink; for to morrow we shall die.

14 And it was revealed in mine ears by the Lord of hosts, Surely this iniquity shall not be purged from you till ye die, saith the Lord God of hosts.

15 Thus saith the Lord God of hosts, Go, get thee unto this treasurer, even unto Shebna, which is over the house, and say,

16 What hast thou here? and whom hast thou here, that thou hast hewed thee out a sepulchre here, as he that heweth him out a sepulchre on high, and that graveth an habitation for himself in a rock?

17 Behold, the Lord will carry thee away with a mighty captivity, and will surely cover thee.

18 He will surely violently turn and toss thee like a ball into a large country: there shalt thou die, and there the chariots of thy glory shall be the shame of thy Lord's house.

19 And I will drive thee from thy station, and from thy state shall he pull thee down.

20 And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will call my servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah:

21 And I will clothe him with thy robe, and strengthen him with thy girdle, and I will commit thy government into his hand: and he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah.

22 And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open.

23 And I will fasten him as a nail in a sure place; and he shall be for a glorious throne to his father's house.

24 And they shall hang upon him all the glory of his father's house, the offspring and the issue, all vessels of small quantity, from the vessels of cups, even to all the vessels of flagons.

25 In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, shall the nail that is fastened in the sure place be removed, and be cut down, and fall; and the burden that was upon it shall be cut off: for the Lord hath spoken it.

Outline 22:

(Having addressed the Gentile nations, the prophet now turns attention to Jerusalem.  They too will be judged because they had been warned and were more accountable before God because they knew the truth and failed to respond.  This chapter focuses on prophecies to Jerusalem and the unfaithful leader, Shebna.)
(The “burden of the valley of vision” refers to Jerusalem, as the city is surrounded on three sides by valleys.  See verses 4,8, and 9-10.  See also 2 Kings 25.)
I.
Prophecy to Jerusalem:  The unbelief of the people.  (1-14)

A.
What ails you now, that you have all gone up to the housetops (to view the 


enemy siege), you who are full of noise, a tumultuous city, a joyous 



city?  (Babylon staged a two year siege of Jerusalem.  Many died because of the 



blockade.)


1.
Your slain men are not slain with the sword, nor dead in battle. (They did 



not die a heroic death—they were taken captive.)


2.
All your rulers have fled together.



3.
They are captured by the archers.


4
All who are found in you are bound together.



5.
They have fled from afar. 

B.
Therefore I  (Isaiah) said:



1.
Look away from me, I will weep bitterly.



2.
Do not labor to comfort me because of the plundering of the daughter of 



my people. 



(Isaiah wept because he saw the coming judgment on Jerusalem.)


C.
For it is a day of trouble and treading down and perplexity by the Lord God of 


Hosts in the Valley of Vision breaking down the walls and of crying to the 


mountain.   (Elam and Kir were small nations that joined Assyria in the attack 


against Jerusalem.)


1.
Elam bore the quiver with chariots of men and horsemen.



2.
Kir uncovered the shield. 


3.
It shall come to pass that your choicest valleys shall be full of chariots, 



and the horsemen shall set themselves in array at the gate (the siege of 



Jerusalem). 


D.
 He removed the protection of Judah.


1.
You looked in that day to the armor of the House of the Forest.



2.
You also saw the damage to the city of David, that it was great.



3.
You gathered together the waters of the lower pool.


4.
You numbered the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses you broke down. 




(Homes were demolished in order to get stones to reinforce the walls of 



Jerusalem against the siege.)



5.
You also made a reservoir between the two walls to fortify the wall.


E.
But you did not look to its Maker, nor did you have respect for Him who 



planned and fashioned it long ago. 


F.
And in that day the Lord God of Hosts called for weeping and mourning, for 


baldness, and for girding with sackcloth. (These are all signs of sorrow and 


repentance for sin.)


1.
But instead there was joy and gladness.



2.
There was slaying oxen, killing sheep, eating meat, and drinking wine.



3.
The attitude was:"Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!" 



(God called them to repent, but their attitude was to continue on in their sinful 


lifestyle.)


G.
Then it was revealed in my hearing by the Lord of Hosts: "Surely for this iniquity 


there will be no atonement for you, even to your death," says the Lord God of 



Hosts. 
(All of their defenses were useless because they did not turn to God.  


There is no atonement from sin apart from God.)

II.
Prophecy to Shebna:  The unfaithfulness of leaders.  (15-25)

(A historical insert.  Shebna was the dishonest steward and treasurer of the palace.)


Thus says the Lord God of Hosts: Go, proceed to this steward, to Shebna, who is over the 
house, and say:  

A.
What have you here, and whom have you here, that you have hewn a sepulcher 


here as he who hews himself a sepulcher on high, who carves a tomb for himself 


in a rock?  (He was building a monument and a tomb to perpetuate his name.) 


B.
Indeed, the Lord will throw you away violently, oh mighty man.



1.
He will surely seize you. 


2.
He will surely turn violently and toss you like a ball into a large country:




a.
There you shall die.




b.
There your glorious chariots shall be the shame of your master's 




house. 


3.
He will drive you out of your office, and from your position he (referring 



to King Hezekiah) he will pull you down.   


C.
Then it shall be in that day, that I will call My servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah.  

(Eliakim would secede Shebna as steward and treasurer in the palace.  Eliakim 


means “God will raise up or establish”.)


1.
I will clothe him with your robe and strengthen him with your belt.



2.
I will commit your responsibility into his hand: He shall be a father to the 



inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah. 


3.
I will lay the key of the house of David on his shoulder so he shall open, 



and no one shall shut and he shall shut, and no one shall open. 


4.
I will fasten him as a peg in a secure place, and he will become a glorious 



throne to his father's house. They will hang on him all the glory of his 



father's house:




a.
The offspring and the posterity.




b.
All vessels of small quantity, from the cups to all the pitchers. 

D.
In that day (the future) says the Lord of Hosts: The peg that is fastened in the 


secure place will be removed, cut down, and fall and the burden that was on it will 

be cut off--for the Lord has spoken. (Shebna was a peg that did not hold.  His 


destiny is exemplary of all wicked leaders who will eventually be cut down from 


their “secure” place. Even his replacement, Eliakim, was eventually brought 


down.  Ultimately, both ungodly and godly leaders will be replaced by the peg 


that is secure.  The only secure “peg “on which to hang your hopes and dreams 


and your entire life is the Lord Jesus Christ.) 
(This chapter identifies two major sins that resulted in judgment:  The unbelief of the people and the unfaithfulness of their leaders.)
Study questions on chapter 22:
1
According to the opening note in this chapter:



-Why was Jerusalem more accountable before God than other nations?



-Upon what does this chapter focus?



-What is meant by the “burden of the valley of vision:?

2.
Using verses 1-14 and outline point I, answer the following questions:



-To whom is this opening prophecy addressed?



-What question is asked in the opening verse?



-Why were the people on their rooftops?



-What happened to the warriors and rulers of Jerusalem?



-According to point I B, what was Isaiah’s response to the judgment on 



Jerusalem?




-Using point I C, describe the devastation resulting from the judgment.



-According to point I D, what did God remove from Judah?  



-Where did the people look and what did they see?



-Where did the people refuse to look despite the judgment?



-According to point I F, for what did the Lord call and what was the response of 


the people?



-What final judgment is declared in point I G?  

3.
Using verses 15-25  and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who was Shebna?



-What question was Isaiah to ask Shebna?



-What judgment would come upon Shebna?



-Who would replace Shebna in his position?



-What does the name Eliakim mean?



-Using point II C, list the  “I will” declarations made by the Lord.



-Using point II D, summarize what will happen in the future regarding the peg in 


a secure place.

4.
According to the final outline note, what two major sins are identified in this chapter?

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 23

1 The burden of Tyre. Howl, ye ships of Tarshish; for it is laid waste, so that there is no house, no entering in: from the land of Chittim it is revealed to them.

2 Be still, ye inhabitants of the isle; thou whom the merchants of Zidon, that pass over the sea, have replenished.

3 And by great waters the seed of Sihor, the harvest of the river, is her revenue; and she is a mart of nations.

4 Be thou ashamed, O Zidon: for the sea hath spoken, even the strength of the sea, saying, I travail not, nor bring forth children, neither do I nourish up young men, nor bring up virgins.

5 As at the report concerning Egypt, so shall they be sorely pained at the report of Tyre.

6 Pass ye over to Tarshish; howl, ye inhabitants of the isle.

7 Is this your joyous city, whose antiquity is of ancient days? her own feet shall carry her afar off to sojourn.

8 Who hath taken this counsel against Tyre, the crowning city, whose merchants are princes, whose traffickers are the honourable of the earth?

9 The Lord of hosts hath purposed it, to stain the pride of all glory, and to bring into contempt all the honourable of the earth.

10 Pass through thy land as a river, O daughter of Tarshish: there is no more strength.

11 He stretched out his hand over the sea, he shook the kingdoms: the Lord hath given a commandment against the merchant city, to destroy the strong holds thereof.

12 And he said, Thou shalt no more rejoice, O thou oppressed virgin, daughter of Zidon: arise, pass over to Chittim; there also shalt thou have no rest.

13 Behold the land of the Chaldeans; this people was not, till the Assyrian founded it for them that dwell in the wilderness: they set up the towers thereof, they raised up the palaces thereof; and he brought it to ruin.

14 Howl, ye ships of Tarshish: for your strength is laid waste.

15 And it shall come to pass in that day, that Tyre shall be forgotten seventy years, according to the days of one king: after the end of seventy years shall Tyre sing as an harlot.

16 Take an harp, go about the city, thou harlot that hast been forgotten; make sweet melody, sing many songs, that thou mayest be remembered.

17 And it shall come to pass after the end of seventy years, that the Lord will visit Tyre, and she shall turn to her hire, and shall commit fornication with all the kingdoms of the world upon the face of the earth.

18 And her merchandise and her hire shall be holiness to the Lord: it shall not be treasured nor laid up; for her merchandise shall be for them that dwell before the Lord, to eat sufficiently, and for durable clothing.

Outline 23:

(Prophecy against Tyre and Sidon—Phoenician port cities north of Israel.  See also Ezekiel 26:2-3.)
I.
Wail, you ships of Tarshish! (1)

A.
For it is laid waste, so that there is no house, no harbor.


B.
From the land of Cyprus (where they were docked) it is revealed to them.

(The ships from Tarshish were warned while docked in Cyprus—also called Kittim--that 
the harbor of Tyre was destroyed.) 

II.
Be still, you inhabitants of the coastland. (2-3)

A.
You merchants of Sidon, whom those who cross the sea have filled. 


(Tyre/Sidon would no longer be a trading port.)


B.
And on great waters the grain of Shihor:



1.
The harvest of the River is her revenue.



2.
She is a marketplace for the nations. 

III.
Be ashamed, oh Sidon (mother city of Tyre, 30 miles up the coast from Tyre). (4-5)

A.
For the sea has spoken, the strength of the sea, saying:



1.
I do not labor, nor bring forth children.



2.
Neither do I rear young men nor bring up virgins.

B.
When the report reaches Egypt, they also will be in agony at the report of Tyre. 

IV.
Cross over to Tarshish and wail, you inhabitants of the coastland! (6-9)

A.
Is this your joyous city, whose antiquity is from ancient days, whose feet carried 


her far off to dwell?  (“Feet” refers to their fleet of ships.)  

B.
Who has taken this counsel against Tyre, the crowning city:



1.
Whose merchants are princes?



2.
Whose traders are the honorable of the earth? 

C.
The Lord of Hosts has purposed it:



1.
To bring to dishonor the pride of all glory.



2.
To bring into contempt all the honorable of the earth. 

V.
Overflow through your land like the Nile River, oh daughter of Tarshish.  (10-11)

A.
There is no more strength. 

B.
He stretched out His hand over the sea.


C.
He shook the kingdoms.

VI.
The Lord has given a commandment against Canaan to destroy its strongholds. (12)


And He said: 

A.
You will rejoice no more, oh you oppressed virgin daughter of Sidon.


(Meaning that they had not previously been “raped” by an enemy.)


B.
Arise, cross over to Cyprus.


C.
There also you will have no rest. (They will not escape judgment.)
VII.
Behold, the land of the Chaldeans (Babylonians), this people which was not. (13)

A.
Assyria founded it for wild beasts of the desert.

B.
They set up its towers.


C.
They raised up its palaces and brought it to ruin. 

VIII.
Wail, you ships of Tarshish! For your strength is laid waste. (The Assyrians repressed 
their trade even before the total destruction.)  (14)
IX.
Now it shall come to pass in that day that Tyre will be forgotten for seventy years, 
according to the days of one king. At the end of seventy years it will happen to Tyre as in 
the song of the harlot.  (15-18) 


A.
Take a harp, go about the city, you forgotten harlot.


B.
Make sweet melody, sing many songs, that you may be remembered.


(Tyre was like a harlot because they 
compromised their standards for economic 


profit and prostituted themselves by worshipping Baal.  Like an old harlot, Tyre 


will no longer 
be desirable. Tyre and Sidon would suffer judgment similar to 


Babylon.)

C.
And it shall be, at the end of seventy years, that the Lord will deal with Tyre.


1.
She will return to her hire and commit fornication with all the kingdoms 



of the world on the face of the earth. (After 70 years, Tyre would return to 



ply her trade as Assyria weakened.)



2.
Her gain and her pay will be set apart for the Lord: 



a.
It will not be treasured nor laid up.




b.
Her gain will be for those who dwell before the Lord, to eat 




sufficiently and for fine clothing.  (For those who minister at 




God’s altar.)
(God’s mercy would be extended to Tyre in the future.  Jesus ministered there--Matthew 15:21-18; Mark 7:24-30--and a church was established there in New Testament times:  Acts 21:3-6.)


(The nations judged here are symbolic of categories of  various sins:


-Babylon represents false religions and idolatry.


-Moab represents formal religion with a form of godliness but no power.


-Damascus represents compromise.


-Egypt represents the world and the bondage of sin.


-Persia represents inordinate luxury.


-Edom represent the flesh.


-Tyre represents materialism.)

(The judgment of the nations in the previous chapters reveal that:


-God is in control.


-Whoever or whatever one trusts instead of God will fail.


-Nations, leaders, and individuals will be held accountable for sin.


-Judgment for sin is assured.


-The remnant that remains faithful to God will be blessed.)

Study questions on chapter 23:
1.
According to the opening note in this chapter:



-To whom is this prophecy addressed?



-Where were these cities located?



-What additional information does Ezekiel 26:2-3 provide?

2.
Using verse 1 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What command is given in verse 1?



-To whom is this command given?



-Why is it given?

3.
Using verses 2-3 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-To whom specifically is this passaged addressed?



-What are they commanded to do?



-What would these cities cease to be?

4.
Using verses 4-5 and outline point  III, summarize the message to Sidon.
5.
Using verses 6-9 and outline point IV, summarize the message to Tarshish.

6.
Using verses 10-11 and outline point V, summarize the condition of Tarshish resulting 
from God’s judgment.
7.
Using verse 12 and outline point  VI, summarize the commandment against Canaan.
8.
Using verse 13 and outline point VII, summarize what God says regarding the land of the 
Babylonians.
9.
Using verse 14 and outline point VIII, what command is given to whom and why is it 
given?
10.
Using verses 15-18 and outline point IX, answer the following questions.



-For how long will Tyre be forgotten?



-What will happen to Tyre at the end of this time?



-What will happen to Tyre’s treasures?



-Why was Tyre compared to a harlot?

11.
Using the closing outline notes, explain the  categories of sin represented by the 
following nations?


-Babylon.



-Moab.



-Damascus.



-Egypt.



-Persia.



-Edom.



-Tyre.

12.
Using the final outline note, summarize what the judgment of the nations in the previous 
chapters reveal.

13.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 24

1 Behold, the Lord maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof.

2 And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest; as with the servant, so with his master; as with the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with the giver of usury to him.

3 The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the Lord hath spoken this word.

4 The earth mourneth and fadeth away, the world languisheth and fadeth away, the haughty people of the earth do languish.

5 The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant.

6 Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men left.

7 The new wine mourneth, the vine languisheth, all the merryhearted do sigh.

8 The mirth of tabrets ceaseth, the noise of them that rejoice endeth, the joy of the harp ceaseth.

9 They shall not drink wine with a song; strong drink shall be bitter to them that drink it.

10 The city of confusion is broken down: every house is shut up, that no man may come in.

11 There is a crying for wine in the streets; all joy is darkened, the mirth of the land is gone.

12 In the city is left desolation, and the gate is smitten with destruction.

13 When thus it shall be in the midst of the land among the people, there shall be as the shaking of an olive tree, and as the gleaning grapes when the vintage is done.

14 They shall lift up their voice, they shall sing for the majesty of the Lord, they shall cry aloud from the sea.

15 Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in the fires, even the name of the Lord God of Israel in the isles of the sea.

16 From the uttermost part of the earth have we heard songs, even glory to the righteous. But I said, My leanness, my leanness, woe unto me! the treacherous dealers have dealt treacherously; yea, the treacherous dealers have dealt very treacherously.

17 Fear, and the pit, and the snare, are upon thee, O inhabitant of the earth.

18 And it shall come to pass, that he who fleeth from the noise of the fear shall fall into the pit; and he that cometh up out of the midst of the pit shall be taken in the snare: for the windows from on high are open, and the foundations of the earth do shake.

19 The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is moved exceedingly.

20 The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a cottage; and the transgression thereof shall be heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and not rise again.

21 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall punish the host of the high ones that are on high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth.

22 And they shall be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, and after many days shall they be visited.

23 Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the Lord of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously.

Outline 24:

(After the previous prophecies to specific nations, universal judgment during the end-times is foretold.)

I.
The earth will be affected. (1)


Behold, the Lord makes the earth empty. 


A.
He makes it waste.


B.
He distorts its surface.


C.
He  scatters abroad its inhabitants. 
II.
The social structure will collapse. (2)


And it shall be: 


A.
As with the people, so with the priest.


B.
As with the servant, so with his master.


C.
As with the maid, so with her mistress.


D.
As with the buyer, so with the seller.


E.
As with the lender, so with the borrower.


F.
As with the creditor, so with the debtor. 
III.
There will be total destruction.  (3)


The land shall be entirely emptied and utterly plundered, for the Lord has spoken this 
word. 

IV.
The earth and its inhabitants mourn, fade, and languish. (4)


A.
The earth mourns and fades away.


B.
The world languishes and fades away.


C.
The haughty people of the earth languish. 
V.
The people will be defiled, devoured, and desolate.  (5-6)


A.
Defiled:  The earth is also defiled under its inhabitants, because:



1.
They have transgressed the laws.



2.
They have changed the ordinance.



3.
They have broken the everlasting covenant. (They have violated God’s 



Word.)

B.
Devoured:  Therefore the curse has devoured the earth.


C.
Desolate:  Those who dwell in it are desolate because the inhabitants of the earth 


are burned, and few men are left (2 Peter 3:6-7).
VI.
The economy will collapse.  (7-9)

A.
The new wine fails.


B.
The vine languishes.


C.
The merry-hearted sigh. 

D.
The mirth of the tambourine ceases.


E.
The noise of the jubilant ends.


F.
The joy of the harp ceases. 

G.
They shall not drink wine with a song.


H.
Strong drink is bitter to those who drink it. 
VII.
The city will be in confusion.  (10-13)


The city of confusion is broken down (wasted):


A.
Every house is shut up, so that none may go in. 

B.
There is a cry for wine in the streets (wine is symbolic of the good times).

C.
The joy is darkened and the mirth of the land is gone. 

D.
The city is left desolate.

E.
The gate is stricken with destruction. 

F.
When it shall be thus in the midst of the land among the people:



1.
It shall be like the shaking of an olive tree.



2.
It shall be like the gleaning of grapes when the vintage is done. 



(Only a remnant will remain.)

VIII.
The faithful remnant who trusted God will rejoice.  (14-16a)


A.
They shall lift up their voice and they shall sing for the majesty of the Lord.


B.
They shall cry aloud from the sea. 

C.
Therefore glorify the Lord in the dawning light, the name of the Lord God of 


Israel in the coastlands of the sea. 

D.
From the ends of the earth we have heard songs: “Glory to the righteous!"


(The prophet is seeing what Jesus describes in Matthew 24:21-22.)

IX.
There will be total ruin.  (16b-20)


A.
But I said:



1.
I am ruined, ruined! Woe to me!


2.
The treacherous dealers have dealt treacherously.



3.
Indeed, the treacherous dealers have dealt very treacherously. 


B.
Fear, the pit, and the snare are upon you, oh inhabitant of the earth. 


1.
And it shall be that he who flees from the noise of the fear shall fall into 



the pit.



2.
And he who comes up from the midst of the pit shall be caught in the 



snare.



(Three dangers:  Fear; the pit which is the danger of death; and snares of 



deception: Matthew 24:4  If they escape one, they will fall prey to another.


There will be no way of escape.)  


C.
For the windows from on high are open, and the foundations of the earth are 


shaken. 


D.
The earth is violently broken (perhaps by earthquakes?):


1.
The earth is split open.



2.
The earth is shaken exceedingly. 


3.
The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall totter like a hut.



4.
The earth’s transgression shall be heavy upon it, it will fall, and not rise 



again. 

X.
Evil powers will be punished.  (21-22)


A.
It shall come to pass in that day that the Lord will punish on high the host of 


exalted ones, and on the earth the kings of the earth. 


1.
They will be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and 



will be shut up in the prison.



2.
After many days they will be punished. 


(This will include Satan, evil angels, demons, and evil rulers of this world:  


Revelation 19:20; 20:1-3,10.)


B.
Then the moon will be disgraced and the sun ashamed.  (There will be signs in the 

heavens as the sun is darkened and the moon turned to blood.  Their disgrace and 

shame also refer to the fact that they were worshiped as idols.)
XI.
The Lord of Hosts will reign on Mount Zion, in Jerusalem, and before His 


elders, gloriously.  (23)

(This will occur at the climax of the final judgment.)

Study questions on chapter 24:
1.
According to the opening note, what is the subject of this chapter?
2.
Using verse 1 and outline point I, describe how the earth will be affected during end-
time judgment.
3.
According to verse 2 and outline point II, how will the social structure be affected?
4.
According to verse 3 and outline point  III, how will the land be affected?
5.
Using verses 4 and outline point IV, summarize what will happen to the earth and its 
inhabitants.

6.
Using verses 5-6 and outline point V, summarize what will happen to the people..

7.
Using verses 7-9 and outline point  VI, describe how the economy will be affected.

8.
Using verses 10-13 and outline point VII, describe conditions in the city.

9.
Using verses 14-16a and outline point  VIII, summarize the response of the faithful 
remnant who trusted in God.

10.
Using verses 16b-20 and outline point IX, answer the following questions.


-How widespread will be the ruin of judgment?



-What have the treacherous dealers done?



-What will happen to those who flee in fear?



-What will happen to those who come up from the pit?



-What will be opened on the earth?



-What will be shaken on earth?



-What is the condition of the earth according to point IX D?
11.
Using verses 21-22 and outline point X, answer the following questions.



-What will the Lord do to the exalted ones—kings and rulers of earth?



-Who does the category of the “exalted ones” include?

12.
According to verse 23 and outline point XI, what will occur at the climax of the final 
judgment?
13.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 25

1 O Lord, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast done wonderful things; thy counsels of old are faithfulness and truth.

2 For thou hast made of a city an heap; of a defenced city a ruin: a palace of strangers to be no city; it shall never be built.

3 Therefore shall the strong people glorify thee, the city of the terrible nations shall fear thee.

4 For thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall.

5 Thou shalt bring down the noise of strangers, as the heat in a dry place; even the heat with the shadow of a cloud: the branch of the terrible ones shall be brought low.

6 And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined.

7 And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over all nations.

8 He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the Lord hath spoken it.

9 And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is the Lord; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

10 For in this mountain shall the hand of the Lord rest, and Moab shall be trodden down under him, even as straw is trodden down for the dunghill.

11 And he shall spread forth his hands in the midst of them, as he that swimmeth spreadeth forth his hands to swim: and he shall bring down their pride together with the spoils of their hands.

12 And the fortress of the high fort of thy walls shall he bring down, lay low, and bring to the ground, even to the dust.

Outline 25:

(A song of praise for God’s completed judgment.  This song continues through chapter 27.)
I.
In the city (inclusive of all cities of the world). (1-3)

A.
Praise to God.



1.
Oh Lord, You are my God. 



2.
I will exalt You.



3.
I will praise Your name.



4.
For You have done wonderful things.



5.
Your counsels of old are faithfulness and truth  (meaning all was planned 



long ago).

B.
For You have made a city a ruin:



1.
A fortified city is now a ruin.



2.
A palace of foreigners to be a city no more.



3.
It will never be rebuilt.

C.
Therefore the strong people (the enemy) will glorify You and the city of the 


terrible nations will fear You. 
II.
In the refuge. (4-5)


For you have been:


A.
A strength to the poor.


B.
A strength to the needy in his distress.


C.
A refuge from the storm--for the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the 


wall. 

D.
A refuge from the enemy: You will reduce the noise of aliens (foreigners who 


invaded—their shouts of victory will cease).


E.
You have been a refuge in the desert places: As heat in a dry place and as 



heat in the shadow of a cloud, the song of the terrible ones will be 




diminished. 


(God has always cared for His people in times of trouble and judgment.  He kept 


Noah and his family alive during the flood; guarded Israel when judgment fell on 


Egypt; protected Rahab and her family of believers when Jericho fell; and was a 


refuge to the faithful remnant when Judah was taken captive by Babylon..  He will 

also protect His people from the wrath to come during the final judgment of the 


end-times: 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 5:9.)

III.
In this mountain (Mt. Zion).  (6-8) 


And in this mountain, this is what the Lord of Hosts will do:


A.
He will make for all people:



1.
A feast of choice pieces.



2.
A feast of wines on the lees.



3.
A feast of fat (choice) things full of marrow (nourishment).


4.
A feast of well-refined wines on the lees (filtered, pure wines).

B.
He will destroy on this mountain the surface of the covering cast over all 



people, and the veil that is spread over all nations (the physical and spiritual 


shroud of death).

C.
He will swallow up death forever, and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all 

faces (Romans 5:12;1 Corinthians 15:54).

D.
He will take away from all the earth the rebuke of His people.


E.
He—the Lord of Hosts--has spoken. 

IV.
In that day.  (9)


And it will be said in that day:

A.
Behold, this is our God.


B.
We have waited for Him, and He will save us.

C.
This is the Lord.


D.
We have waited for Him, and we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation. 

V.
In the mountain of the Lord.  (10-12)


For on this mountain the hand of the Lord will rest:


A.
And Moab shall be trampled down under Him, as straw is trampled down for the 


refuse heap.   (Moab is representative of all of Israel’s enemies.)

B.
And He will spread out His hands in their midst as a swimmer reaches out to 


swim.


C.
And He will bring down Moab’s pride together with the trickery of their hands. 

D.
And the fortress of the high fort of your walls He will bring down, lay low, and 


bring to the ground, down to the dust. 

(Moab was known for its national pride and is representative of all rebellious and proud 
nations that will fall in the end-times.)

(Characteristics of the coming Kingdom of God revealed in this chapter:


-Faithfulness and truth: Verse 1


-Salvation: Verses 2-3


-Mercy:  Verse 4


-Provision: Verses 6-7


-Eternal life: Verse 8

-No sorrow:  Verse 8

-Restoration of Israel: Verses 8b- 9


-Judgment on the enemies of God: Verses 5, 10-12.)

Study questions on chapter 25:
1.
According to the opening note of this chapter:



-What is the subject of this song of praise?



-What other chapters of Isaiah are part of this song?

2.
Using verses 1-3 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-List the things for which God is to be praised.



-How is the city described after judgment (point I B)?



-According to outline point I C, what will be the results of God’s completed 


judgment?

3.
Using verses 4-5 and outline point II using points A-E, summarize how God has cared for 
His people through times of trouble and judgment.
4.
Using verses 6-8 and outline point  III, summarize what will happen on the mountain of 
the Lord in that day.
5.
Using verse 9 and outline point IV, summarize what will be said by the people in that 
day.

6.
Using verses 10-12 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-What will happen to the nation of Moab?



-What analogies are used to illustrate God’s judgment?



-Of whom is Moab representative?


-What specifically does the Lord say He will bring down?



-For what was the nation of Moab known?

7.
Using the final outline note, list the characteristics of the coming Kingdom of God as 
revealed in this chapter.

8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 26

1 In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks.

2 Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in.

3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.

4 Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord JEHOVAH is everlasting strength:

5 For he bringeth down them that dwell on high; the lofty city, he layeth it low; he layeth it low, even to the ground; he bringeth it even to the dust.

6 The foot shall tread it down, even the feet of the poor, and the steps of the needy.

7 The way of the just is uprightness: thou, most upright, dost weigh the path of the just.

8 Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lord, have we waited for thee; the desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee.

9 With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.

10 Let favour be shewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteousness: in the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the Lord.

11 Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not see: but they shall see, and be ashamed for their envy at the people; yea, the fire of thine enemies shall devour them.

12 Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us: for thou also hast wrought all our works in us.

13 O Lord our God, other Lords beside thee have had dominion over us: but by thee only will we make mention of thy name.

14 They are dead, they shall not live; they are deceased, they shall not rise: therefore hast thou visited and destroyed them, and made all their memory to perish.

15 Thou hast increased the nation, O Lord, thou hast increased the nation: thou art glorified: thou hadst removed it far unto all the ends of the earth.

16 Lord, in trouble have they visited thee, they poured out a prayer when thy chastening was upon them.

17 Like as a woman with child, that draweth near the time of her delivery, is in pain, and crieth out in her pangs; so have we been in thy sight, O Lord.

18 We have been with child, we have been in pain, we have as it were brought forth wind; we have not wrought any deliverance in the earth; neither have the inhabitants of the world fallen.

19 Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.

20 Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.

21 For, behold, the Lord cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.

Outline 26:

(A song of praise continued: The Kingdom of God.)
I.
A song of praise.  (1-19)

In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah:


A.
Praise for strength.



We have a strong city (Jerusalem).


1.
God will appoint salvation for walls and bulwarks. 


2.
Open the gates so that the righteous nation which keeps the truth may 



enter in. 


(Salvation, righteousness, and truth make them strong.)


B.
Praise for peace.  (Shalom, the word for peace in Hebrew, means wholeness, 


health, completeness.)


You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he 


trusts in You. Trust in the Lord forever, for in YAH, the Lord, is everlasting 


strength.  (Perfect peace is lasting, not temporary.  See Philippians 4:6-7.)

C.
Praise for security.



For He brings down those who dwell on high.



1.
He lays the lofty city  (Babylon—representative of all sinful cities) low.



2.
He lays it low to the ground.



3.
He brings it down to the dust. 


4.
The foot shall tread it down--the feet of the poor and the steps of the 



needy. 


D.
Praise for righteousness.



The way of the just is uprightness.



1.
Oh Most Upright, You weigh the path of the just.


2.
Yes, in the way of Your judgments, oh Lord, we have waited for You.


3.
The desire of our soul is for Your name and for the remembrance of You. 



a.
With my soul I have desired You in the night.




b.
By my spirit within me I will seek You early.


4.
For when Your judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world 



will learn righteousness. 


(Peace, mentioned in point B, and righteousness mentioned in point D go 



together.  There is no peace without righteousness:  Romans 3:21-31; Psalm 


72:7.)


E.
Praise for grace.



Let grace be shown to the wicked:



1.
Yet he will not learn righteousness.



2.
In the land of uprightness he will deal unjustly and will not behold the 



majesty of the Lord. 


3.
Lord, when Your hand is lifted up, they will not see.


4.
But they will see and be ashamed for their envy of people.



5.
Yes, the fire of Your enemies shall devour them. 


F.
Praise for the work of God.



Lord, You will establish peace for us, for You have also done all our works in us. 

G.
Praise for victory over the enemy.



Oh Lord our God, masters besides You have had dominion over us, but by You 


only we make mention of Your name.  (God’s people had been ruled by evil 


nations, wicked kings, and false gods.)


1.
They are dead, they will not live.



2.
They are deceased, they will not rise.


3.
Therefore You have punished and destroyed them.



4.
You have made all their memory to perish. 

H.
Praise for prosperity.



You have increased the nation, oh Lord, You have increased the nation.



1.
You are glorified.



2.
You have expanded all the borders of the land. 


I.
Praise for faithfulness.  (God was faithful despite Israel’s unfaithfulness.)


Lord, in trouble they have visited You, they poured out a prayer when Your 


chastening was upon them. 


1.
As a woman with child is in pain and cries out in her pangs, when she 



draws near the time of her delivery, so have we been in Your sight, oh 



Lord. 


2.
We have been with child, we have been in pain.



3.
We have, as it were, brought forth wind.




(Like a woman who failed to deliver a child, their suffering had produced 



no results.  Example:  The Holocaust did not result in Israel turning to 



their true Messiah.  The agony of  judgment on the day of the Lord is 



compared to that of a woman giving birth.)


4.
We have not accomplished any deliverance in the earth, nor have the 



inhabitants of the world fallen. 


J.
Praise for eternal life:  


1.
Your dead shall live (Ezekiel 37:1-11; 1 Corinthians 15:5).


2.
Together with my (Isaiah’s) dead body they shall arise.


3.
Awake and sing, you who dwell in dust.



4.
For your dew is like the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead. 



(As dew brings new life to the earth, the dew of heaven will do likewise 



spiritually.  The resurrection will bring life to our mortal bodies.  This is 



an Old Testament prediction of the resurrection of believers.  The dead 



will rise again to new life.)

II.
An admonition regarding God’s judgment.   (20-21)

A.
Come, my people, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you.


B.
Hide yourself, as it were, for a little moment, until the indignation (judgment) is 


past.

C.
For behold, the Lord comes out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the 


earth for their iniquity.


D.
The earth will also disclose her blood, and will no more cover her slain. 



(The violence on earth will no longer be concealed.)
Study questions on chapter 26:
1.
Using verses 1-19  and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Using point I A, summarize the song of praise for strength.



-Using point I B, summarize the song of praise for peace.



-Using point I C, summarize the song of praise for security.



-Using point I D, summarize the song of praise for righteousness.

 

-Using point I E, summarize the song of praise for grace.  



-How is grace illustrated in the response of the wicked to judgment?



-Using point I F, summarize the song of praise for the work of God.  



-Using point I G, summarize the song of praise for victory over the enemy.  



-Using point I H, summarize the song of praise for prosperity.  



-Using point I I, summarize the song of praise for God’s faithfulness.  



-Using point I J, summarize the song of praise for eternal life.  

2.
Using verses 20-21 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What appeal is made in point II A?



-What were the people to do?



-Why were they admonished to do this?



-What would be disclosed in the earth?
3.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 27

1 In that day the Lord with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea.

2 In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine.

3 I the Lord do keep it; I will water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day.

4 Fury is not in me: who would set the briers and thorns against me in battle? I would go through them, I would burn them together.

5 Or let him take hold of my strength, that he may make peace with me; and he shall make peace with me.

6 He shall cause them that come of Jacob to take root: Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit.

7 Hath he smitten him, as he smote those that smote him? or is he slain according to the slaughter of them that are slain by him?

8 In measure, when it shooteth forth, thou wilt debate with it: he stayeth his rough wind in the day of the east wind.

9 By this therefore shall the iniquity of Jacob be purged; and this is all the fruit to take away his sin; when he maketh all the stones of the altar as chalkstones that are beaten in sunder, the groves and images shall not stand up.

10 Yet the defenced city shall be desolate, and the habitation forsaken, and left like a wilderness: there shall the calf feed, and there shall he lie down, and consume the branches thereof.

11 When the boughs thereof are withered, they shall be broken off: the women come, and set them on fire: for it is a people of no understanding: therefore he that made them will not have mercy on them, and he that formed them will shew them no favour.

12 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall beat off from the channel of the river unto the stream of Egypt, and ye shall be gathered one by one, O ye children of Israel.

13 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come which were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem.

Outline 27:

(A song of praise continued:  The coming Kingdom of God.)
In that day… : 
 (“In that day” refers to the end-times.)  
I.
Leviatan will be punished.  (1)

A.
In that day the Lord with His severe sword, great and strong, will punish 



Leviathan.



1.
The fleeing serpent.



2.
That twisted serpent.


B.
He will slay the reptile that is in the sea. 

(Leviathan is a name for a mythical creature symbolic of Satan:  Revelation 20:1-3; 
12:9; Job 41:15. The sword of the Lord is His Word:  Revelation 1:16; Hebrews 4:12.) 

II.
Israel will be restored.  (2-9) 


A.
In that day sing to her,



1.
A vineyard of red wine!    


2.
I, the Lord, keep it.



3.
I water it every moment.



4.
Lest any hurt it, I keep it night and day. 


(In contrast to Isaiah 5:1-7, Israel—described as a vineyard—is fruitful.)


B.
Fury is not in Me. Who would set briers and thorns against Me in battle?


1.
I would go through them.



2.
I would burn them together. 

C.
Let him take hold of My strength, that he may make peace with Me--and he shall 


make peace with Me. 



1.
Those who come He shall cause to take root in Jacob.



2.
Israel shall blossom and bud and fill the face of the world with fruit. 



(This was God’s original purpose for Israel.)


D.
A question:



Has He struck Israel as He struck those who struck him or has He been slain 


according to the slaughter of those who were slain by Him?  (Israel had greater 


light, thus they had greater judgment:  Amos 3:2.)

E.
The answer:



In measure, by sending it away, you contended with it.


1.
He removes it by His rough wind in the day of the east wind. 


2.
Therefore by this the iniquity of Jacob will be covered (by the blood).



3.
And this is all the fruit of taking away his sin.



4.
When he makes all the stones of the altar like chalkstones that are beaten 



to dust, wooden images and incense altars shall not stand.  (There will be 



no more idolatry when Israel is restored.) 

III.
Wicked cities are left desolate. (10-11)


A.
Yet the fortified city will be desolate, the habitation forsaken and left like a 


wilderness.


B.
There the calf will feed, and there it will lie down and consume its branches. 

C.
When its boughs are withered:



1.
They will be broken off.



2.
The women come and set them on fire.

D.
For it is a people of no understanding:



1.
Therefore He who made them will not have mercy on them.



2.
He who formed them will show them no favor. 


(It was not that they could not understand, rather that they would not.)

IV.
Israel will be regathered.  (12-13a)

A.
And it shall come to pass in that day that the Lord will thresh from the channel of 


the Euphrates River to the Brook of Egypt.


B.
And you will be gathered one by one, oh you children of Israel. 


C.
The trumpet will sound (to signal the regathering).
So it shall be in that day:


1.
The great trumpet will be blown.



2.
They will come, who are about to perish in the land of Assyria and they 



who are outcasts in the land of Egypt.

V.
Worship will be restored. (13b)


And they shall worship the Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem. 

Study questions on chapter 27:
1.
Using verse 1 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What does “in that day” refer to?



-Who was Leviathan?



-Of whom was Leviathan symbolic?



-What will God do to Leviathan?

2.
Using verses 2-9  and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-According to point II A, what does the Lord declare over Israel?



-What question is asked and answered in outline point II B?



-What is revealed regarding Israel’s original purpose?



-What command is given in outline point II C?



-Who will take root in Jacob?



-What will happen to Israel in that day?



-What question is asked in point II D and how is this answered in point II E?



-How is Israel described as a vineyard of the Lord in point II?  How does this 


description contrast with that given in Isaiah 5:1-7? 

3.
-Using verses 10-11 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What will be the condition of wicked cities that experience God’s judgment?



-What do you learn about the people of these cities?



-What will be God’s attitude towards these unrepentant cities?



-What is said regarding the spiritual understanding of these cities?

4.
Using verses 12-13a  and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What areas are mentioned in this passage?



-What does God promise to do and to whom is this promise made? 



-What will signal this great event?

5.
Using verses 13b  and outline point V, what will be restored at that time and where?
6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 28

1 Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim, whose glorious beauty is a fading flower, which are on the head of the fat valleys of them that are overcome with wine!

2 Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong one, which as a tempest of hail and a destroying storm, as a flood of mighty waters overflowing, shall cast down to the earth with the hand.

3 The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be trodden under feet:

4 And the glorious beauty, which is on the head of the fat valley, shall be a fading flower, and as the hasty fruit before the summer; which when he that looketh upon it seeth, while it is yet in his hand he eateth it up.

5 In that day shall the Lord of hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue of his people,

6 And for a spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in judgment, and for strength to them that turn the battle to the gate.

7 But they also have erred through wine, and through strong drink are out of the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in judgment.

8 For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, so that there is no place clean.

9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.

10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:

11 For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.

12 To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.

13 But the word of the Lord was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.

14 Wherefore hear the word of the Lord, ye scornful men, that rule this people which is in Jerusalem.

15 Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves:

16 Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.

17 Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.

18 And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it.

19 From the time that it goeth forth it shall take you: for morning by morning shall it pass over, by day and by night: and it shall be a vexation only to understand the report.

20 For the bed is shorter than that a man can stretch himself on it: and the covering narrower than that he can wrap himself in it.

21 For the Lord shall rise up as in mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his work, his strange work; and bring to pass his act, his strange act.

22 Now therefore be ye not mockers, lest your bands be made strong: for I have heard from the Lord God of hosts a consumption, even determined upon the whole earth.

23 Give ye ear, and hear my voice; hearken, and hear my speech.

24 Doth the plowman plow all day to sow? doth he open and break the clods of his ground?

25 When he hath made plain the face thereof, doth he not cast abroad the fitches, and scatter the cummin, and cast in the principal wheat and the appointed barley and rie in their place?

26 For his God doth instruct him to discretion, and doth teach him.

27 For the fitches are not threshed with a threshing instrument, neither is a cart wheel turned about upon the cummin; but the fitches are beaten out with a staff, and the cummin with a rod.

28 Bread corn is bruised; because he will not ever be threshing it, nor break it with the wheel of his cart, nor bruise it with his horsemen.

29 This also cometh forth from the Lord of hosts, which is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working.

(As you read chapters 28-31 and 35, note the “woes’ pronounced by Isaiah in 28:1; 29:1; 29;15; 30;1; and 31:1.)

Outline 28:
(Warning to Ephraim, whose capitol was Samaria; and Judah, whose capitol was Jerusalem; a harvest analogy.)
I.
A warning to Ephraim (Israel, the northern kingdom).  (1-13)

A.
The immediate fulfillment:


1.
Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim: Whose glorious 



beauty is a fading flower which is at the head of the verdant valleys, to 



those who are overcome with wine! 


2.
Behold, the Lord has a mighty and strong one:




a.
Like a tempest of hail.




b.
Like a destroying storm.




c.
Like a flood of mighty waters overflowing 



...who will bring them down to the earth with His hand.



(This is speaking of the king of Assyria who will be used by God in 




judgment.) 



3.
The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, will be trampled underfoot.




a.
The glorious beauty is a fading flower which is at the head of the 




verdant valley.




b.
Like the first fruit before the summer which an observer sees and 




eats it up while it is still in his hand. 



(These are analogies to depict how quickly Assyria will defeat Samaria.)

B.
The future fulfillment (end-times).



1.
In that day the Lord of Hosts will be:




a.
For a crown of glory and a diadem of beauty to the remnant of His 




people.




b.
For a spirit of justice to him who sits in judgment.




c.
For strength to those who turn back the battle at the gate. 



2.
They also have erred through wine:




a.
Through intoxicating drink they are out of the way.




b.
The priest and the prophet have erred.




(1)
They are swallowed up by wine.





(2)
They are out of the way through intoxicating drink.





(3)
They err in vision.





(4)
They stumble in judgment



c.
For all tables are full of vomit and filth--no place is clean.  

C.
The reason for the woe: They have rejected Godly knowledge. 


1.
Whom will He teach knowledge? And whom will He make to understand 



the message? Those just weaned from milk? Those just drawn from the 



breasts? 


2.
For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, 



line upon line, here a little, there a little. 



3.
For with stammering lips and another tongue He will speak to this people, 



to whom He said:




a.
This is the rest with which You may cause the weary to rest.




b.
This is the refreshing.


...Yet they would not hear.


4.
But the word of the Lord was to them:




a.
Precept upon precept, precept upon precept.




b.
Line upon line, line upon line.




c.
Here a little, there a little.


...That they might go and fall backward and be broken, snared, and caught. 
II.
A warning to Judah (the southern kingdom).  (14-23)

Therefore hear the word of the Lord, you scornful men, who rule this people who are in 
Jerusalem.  (The people of Judah should have learned from the judgment on 
Ephraim/Israel, which is detailed in verses 1-13, that their sins would not go unpunished.  
They committed the same sins and refused to repent.)


A.
You have said:



1.
We have made a covenant with death (an alliance with Egypt that they 



thought would keep them from dying).



2.
We are in agreement with Sheol (the place of the dead).


3.
When the overflowing scourge passes through, it will not come to us.




(They believed they would escape the judgment of God.)



4.
We have made lies our refuge and hidden ourselves under falsehood. 



(Who or what have you made a refuge instead of turning to God?)


B.
What God will do.   


(A prophecy to be fulfilled in the future.)



Because you have said this--therefore thus says the Lord God:



1.
Behold, I lay in Zion a stone for a foundation:




a.
A tried stone.




b.
A precious cornerstone.




c.
A sure foundation.




(Romans 9:33; 10:11; 1 Peter 2:4-6.)



2.
Whoever believes will not act hastily. 


3.
Also I will make justice the measuring line, and righteousness the 




plummet.




a.
The hail will sweep away the refuge of lies.




b.
The waters will overflow the hiding place. 



c.
Your covenant with death will be annulled.





(Their covenant with Assyria would fail and the nation would turn 




on them.)




d.
Your agreement with Sheol will not stand. (Even with Egyptian 




resources, Judah would not be able to stand against God’s 





judgment.)



e.
When the overflowing scourge passes through, then you will be 




trampled down by it. 


4.
As often as it goes out it will take you.




a.
For morning-by-morning it will pass over and by day and by night.




b.
It will be a terror just to understand the report. 





(1)
The bed is too short to stretch out on.





(2)
The covering so narrow that one cannot wrap himself in it.  




(Meaning:  You have made your own bed, so lie in it!)



5.
For the Lord will rise up as at Mount Perazim--He will be angry as in the 



Valley 
of Gibeon:




a.
That He may do His work, His awesome work.




b.
That He may bring to pass His act, His unusual act. 



(2 Samuel 5:20 records how God empowered His people against the 



enemy at Mt. Perazim.  Now, His power will be directed against His own 



people because of their sin.)



6.
Now therefore:




a.
Do not be mockers, lest your bonds be made strong.




b.
For I have heard from the Lord God of Hosts.




c.
A destruction determined even upon the whole earth. 




d.
Give ear and hear my voice, listen and hear my speech. 
III.
The harvest analogy: Applicable to both Israel and Judah.  (24-29)

A.
The plowing.



1.
Does the plowman keep plowing all day to sow?


2.
Does he keep turning his soil and breaking the clods? 

B.
The sowing.



When he has leveled its surface, does he not sow the black cumin, scatter the 


cumin, plant the wheat in rows, the barley in the appointed place, and the spelt 


in its place?  (Different crops in the natural world require different methods of 


planting and harvesting. The same is true is spiritual world.  Some are called to 


plant, others to water, others to harvest: 1 Corinthians 3:6-7.)


--For He instructs him in right judgment, His God teaches him. 


(Farmers do not just keep plowing and preparing the soil.  They eventually sow 


and reap.)


C.
The reaping.




1.
For the black cummin is not threshed with a threshing sledge, nor is a 



cartwheel rolled over the cummin. The black cummin is beaten out with a 



stick, and the cummin with a rod.   


2.
Bread flour must be ground, therefore he does not thresh it forever, break 



it with his cartwheel, or crush it with his horsemen. 


--This also comes from the Lord of Hosts, Who is wonderful in counsel and 


excellent in guidance. 



(God is compared to a farmer who plowed and prepared His field and sowed 


good seed.  Unfortunately, thistles grew up with the good wheat and must be 


threshed out at harvest time.  Threshing is symbolic of judgment and God 



graciously reveals that it will not last forever.  For further study, see 



the parable in Matthew 13:24-30.)
Study questions on chapter 28:
1.
Using verses 1-13 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-To whom is this passage addressed?



-Using point I A, summarize the immediate fulfillment of this prophecy.



-Using point I B, summarize the future fulfillment of this prophecy.  What are the 


reasons for judgment? What is said specifically to leaders?
2.
Using verses 14-23 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-To whom is this passage addressed?



-According to point II A, what had these people been saying and doing?



-Using point II B, summarize the judgment God will bring.



-What warnings are given in point II B 6?

3.
Using verses 24-29  and outline point  III, explain the harvest analogy.



-To whom is it applicable?



-What spiritual analogies can be drawn from plowing?



-What spiritual analogies are drawn from sowing? 



-What spiritual analogies can be made from the reaping process?



-To whom is God compared?



-Of what is threshing symbolic?



-What additional spiritual analogies can be drawn from Matthew 13:24-30?


-What do you learn about the Lord of Hosts in the final verse of this chapter?
4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 29

1 Woe to Ariel, to Ariel, the city where David dwelt! add ye year to year; let them kill sacrifices.

2 Yet I will distress Ariel, and there shall be heaviness and sorrow: and it shall be unto me as Ariel.

3 And I will camp against thee round about, and will lay siege against thee with a mount, and I will raise forts against thee.

4 And thou shalt be brought down, and shalt speak out of the ground, and thy speech shall be low out of the dust, and thy voice shall be, as of one that hath a familiar spirit, out of the ground, and thy speech shall whisper out of the dust.

5 Moreover the multitude of thy strangers shall be like small dust, and the multitude of the terrible ones shall be as chaff that passeth away: yea, it shall be at an instant suddenly.

6 Thou shalt be visited of the Lord of hosts with thunder, and with earthquake, and great noise, with storm and tempest, and the flame of devouring fire.

7 And the multitude of all the nations that fight against Ariel, even all that fight against her and her munition, and that distress her, shall be as a dream of a night vision.

8 It shall even be as when an hungry man dreameth, and, behold, he eateth; but he awaketh, and his soul is empty: or as when a thirsty man dreameth, and, behold, he drinketh; but he awaketh, and, behold, he is faint, and his soul hath appetite: so shall the multitude of all the nations be, that fight against mount Zion.

9 Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye out, and cry: they are drunken, but not with wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink.

10 For the Lord hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered.

11 And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed:

12 And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I am not learned.

13 Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:

14 Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even a marvellous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid.

15 Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the Lord, and their works are in the dark, and they say, Who seeth us? and who knoweth us?

16 Surely your turning of things upside down shall be esteemed as the potter's clay: for shall the work say of him that made it, He made me not? or shall the thing framed say of him that framed it, He had no understanding?

17 Is it not yet a very little while, and Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, and the fruitful field shall be esteemed as a forest?

18 And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness.

19 The meek also shall increase their joy in the Lord, and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.

20 For the terrible one is brought to nought, and the scorner is consumed, and all that watch for iniquity are cut off:

21 That make a man an offender for a word, and lay a snare for him that reproveth in the gate, and turn aside the just for a thing of nought.

22 Therefore thus saith the Lord, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob, Jacob shall not now be ashamed, neither shall his face now wax pale.

23 But when he seeth his children, the work of mine hands, in the midst of him, they shall sanctify my name, and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the God of Israel.

24 They also that erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and they that murmured shall learn doctrine.

Outline 29:

(Jerusalem:  Prophecies of the immediate and distant future.)
Part One:  Prophecies of the immediate future. 

I.
The attack on Jerusalem.  (1-4)

A.
Woe to Ariel, to Ariel, the city where David dwelt!


(Ariel is another name for Jerusalem. It means “ the hearth of God”, implying 


that the fire of His judgment would burn there.)



1.
You can add year-to-year.



2.
Let feasts come around.  (The sacrificial feasts would not defer judgment.) 


3.
Yet I will distress Ariel.



4.
There shall be heaviness and sorrow, and it shall be to Me as Ariel.



(Although judgment is deferred, it will come!)


B.
What God will do.



1.
I will encamp against you all around.



2.
I will lay siege against you with a mound.



3.
I will raise siegeworks against you. 


(Laying siege, as the Assyrians would do, was a method of conquering a walled 


city.  The lack that resulted usually required surrender.) 


C.
The results.



1.
You shall be brought down.



2.
You shall speak out of the ground.



3.
Your speech shall be low, out of the dust.



4.
Your voice shall be like a medium's, out of the ground.



5.
Your speech shall whisper out of the dust. 
II.
The attackers.  (5-8)

A.
Moreover the multitude of your foes shall be like fine dust, and the multitude of 


the terrible ones like chaff that passes away.



1.
Yes, it shall be in an instant, suddenly. 


2.
You will be punished by the Lord of Hosts with thunder and earthquake 



and great noise, with storm, tempest, and the flame of devouring fire.



(God would defeat the 185,000 Assyrian army as He will defeat other 



nations who rise up against His people.)


B.
The multitude of all the nations who fight against Ariel (another word for 



Jerusalem), even all who fight against her and her fortress, and distress her:



1.
Shall be as a dream of a night vision. 


2.
It shall even be as when a hungry man dreams, and look--he eats--but he 



awakes, and his soul is still empty.



3.
Or as when a thirsty man dreams, and look--he drinks, but he awakes, and 



indeed he is faint, and his soul still craves.



4.
So the multitude of all the nations shall be, who fight against Mount Zion.



(Not just Assyria, but all nations that fight against Jerusalem will 




experience a similar fate.  See Psalm 126.) 

III.
Reasons for the judgment.  (9-16)

A.
The people are spiritually blind and drunk.



1.
Pause (stay) and wonder! Blind yourselves and be blind!


2.
They are drunk, but not with wine.



3.
They stagger, but not with intoxicating drink. 

B.
There is no prophetic vision. 



1.
For the Lord has poured out on the prophets the spirit of deep sleep and 



has closed their eyes.  He has covered the seers heads.  (The Lord had 



caused an inability to perceive spiritual truth because of their 




continued sin.) 



2.
The whole vision has become to you like the words of a book that is 



sealed, which men deliver to one who is literate, saying, "Read this, 



please." And he says, "I cannot, for it is sealed." 



3.
Then the book is delivered to one who is illiterate, saying, "Read this, 



please." And he says, "I am not literate." 


(They could not grasp the meaning of Isaiah’s message because the Lord had 


dimmed their spiritual perception.  Judicial blinding is part of judgment.)


C.
The people draw near with their mouths and honor Me with their lips, but have 


removed their hearts far from Me, and their fear toward Me is taught by the 


commandment of men--therefore:



1.
I will again do a marvelous work among this people, a marvelous work 



and a wonder.



2.
For the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of 



their prudent men shall be hidden. 


D.
The people do the works of darkness in an attempt to hide their sin.


1.
Woe to those who seek deep to hide their counsel far from the Lord and 



their works are in the dark.



2.
They say, "Who sees us?" and, "Who knows us?" 

E.
The people reject God’s work in their lives.


1.
Surely you have things turned around!


2.
Shall the potter be esteemed as the clay?



3.
For shall the thing made say of him who made it, "He did not make me"?


4.
Or shall the thing formed say of him who formed it, "He has no 




understanding"?   (See also Jeremiah 18 and Romans 9:20.)

Part Two:  Prophecies of the distant future.

IV.
Future deliverance. (17-24)

(An appeal to the people to look into the future and see God’s plan for them.)


A.
Is it not yet a very little while till Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field and 


the fruitful field be esteemed as a forest? 

B.
In that day:



1.
The deaf shall hear the words of the book.



2.
The eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity and out of darkness. 


3.
The humble also shall increase their joy in the Lord.



4.
The poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. 

C.
For the terrible one (the Assyrian army of that time is representative of all of 


Israel’s enemies then and in the future) is brought to nothing, the scornful one is 


consumed, and all who watch for iniquity are cut off--



1.
Who make a man an offender by a word.



2.
Who lay a snare for him who reproves in the gate.



3.
Who turn aside the just by empty words. 


D.
Therefore thus says the Lord, who redeemed Abraham (out of idolatry), 



concerning the house of Jacob:



1.
Jacob shall not now be ashamed, nor shall his face now grow pale.




(Jacob will no longer be ashamed because of the unfaithfulness of his 



descendants.)



2.
But when he sees his children, the work of My hands, in his midst, they 



will hallow My name, and hallow the Holy One of Jacob, and fear the God 


of Israel. 


3.
These also who erred in spirit will come to understanding and those who 



complained will learn doctrine.  (Those who erred in doctrine and 




those who murmured against the Word will accept instruction.) 

Study questions on chapter 29:
1.
What time period do the prophecies of Part One of this chapter concern?

2.
What time period do the prophecies of Part Two of this chapter concern?
3.
Using verses 1-4 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What is another name for Ariel and what does it mean?



-According to point I A, summarize the woe that is addressed to Ariel.


-According to point I B, what will God do?



-According to point I C, what will be the results? 

4.
Using verses 5-8  and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-How are the attackers against Ariel described?



-How rapidly will the Lord’s punishment occur against Ariel’s foes?



-According to point II B,  what will happen to all nations who fight against Ariel?

5.
Using verses 9-16  and outline points  III A-E,  list the reasons for the judgment that is to 
come upon Ariel.
6.
Using verses 17-24  and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-When will the prophecies in this passage be fulfilled?



-What will happen to Lebanon?



-According to point IV B, what will happen in that day?



-What will happen to the Assyrian army? (IV C)


-Using outline point IV D, summarize God’s message to the redeemed.
7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 30

1 Woe to the rebellious children, saith the Lord, that take counsel, but not of me; and that cover with a covering, but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin:

2 That walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked at my mouth; to strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in the shadow of Egypt!

3 Therefore shall the strength of Pharaoh be your shame, and the trust in the shadow of Egypt your confusion.

4 For his princes were at Zoan, and his ambassadors came to Hanes.

5 They were all ashamed of a people that could not profit them, nor be an help nor profit, but a shame, and also a reproach.

6 The burden of the beasts of the south: into the land of trouble and anguish, from whence come the young and old lion, the viper and fiery flying serpent, they will carry their riches upon the shoulders of young asses, and their treasures upon the bunches of camels, to a people that shall not profit them.

7 For the Egyptians shall help in vain, and to no purpose: therefore have I cried concerning this, Their strength is to sit still.

8 Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, that it may be for the time to come for ever and ever:

9 That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the Lord:

10 Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits:

11 Get you out of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us.

12 Wherefore thus saith the Holy One of Israel, Because ye despise this word, and trust in oppression and perverseness, and stay thereon:

13 Therefore this iniquity shall be to you as a breach ready to fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose breaking cometh suddenly at an instant.

14 And he shall break it as the breaking of the potters' vessel that is broken in pieces; he shall not spare: so that there shall not be found in the bursting of it a sherd to take fire from the hearth, or to take water withal out of the pit.

15 For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not.

16 But ye said, No; for we will flee upon horses; therefore shall ye flee: and, We will ride upon the swift; therefore shall they that pursue you be swift.

17 One thousand shall flee at the rebuke of one; at the rebuke of five shall ye flee: till ye be left as a beacon upon the top of a mountain, and as an ensign on an hill.

18 And therefore will the Lord wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you: for the Lord is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him.

19 For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem: thou shalt weep no more: he will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; when he shall hear it, he will answer thee.

20 And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity, and the water of affliction, yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a corner any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers:

21 And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left.

22 Ye shall defile also the covering of thy graven images of silver, and the ornament of thy molten images of gold: thou shalt cast them away as a menstruous cloth; thou shalt say unto it, Get thee hence.

23 Then shall he give the rain of thy seed, that thou shalt sow the ground withal; and bread of the increase of the earth, and it shall be fat and plenteous: in that day shall thy cattle feed in large pastures.

24 The oxen likewise and the young asses that ear the ground shall eat clean provender, which hath been winnowed with the shovel and with the fan.

25 And there shall be upon every high mountain, and upon every high hill, rivers and streams of waters in the day of the great slaughter, when the towers fall.

26 Moreover the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of his people, and healeth the stroke of their wound.

27 Behold, the name of the Lord cometh from far, burning with his anger, and the burden thereof is heavy: his lips are full of indignation, and his tongue as a devouring fire:

28 And his breath, as an overflowing stream, shall reach to the midst of the neck, to sift the nations with the sieve of vanity: and there shall be a bridle in the jaws of the people, causing them to err.

29 Ye shall have a song, as in the night when a holy solemnity is kept; and gladness of heart, as when one goeth with a pipe to come into the mountain of the Lord, to the mighty One of Israel.

30 And the Lord shall cause his glorious voice to be heard, and shall shew the lighting down of his arm, with the indignation of his anger, and with the flame of a devouring fire, with scattering, and tempest, and hailstones.

31 For through the voice of the Lord shall the Assyrian be beaten down, which smote with a rod.

32 And in every place where the grounded staff shall pass, which the Lord shall lay upon him, it shall be with tabrets and harps: and in battles of shaking will he fight with it.

33 For Tophet is ordained of old; yea, for the king it is prepared; he hath made it deep and large: the pile thereof is fire and much wood; the breath of the Lord, like a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it.

Outline 30:
 (Warning against an Egyptian alliance.)
I.
Warning against an alliance with Egypt. (1- 5)

A.
Thus says the Lord: Woe to the rebellious children:



1.
Who take counsel, but not of Me (counsel contrary to God’s Word).



2.
Who devise plans, but not of My Spirit, so that they may add sin to sin.



3.
Who walk to go down to Egypt, and have not asked My advice:




a.
To strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh.




b.
To trust in the shadow of Egypt. 



 (They were trusting in their political alliance with Egypt instead of the 



Lord.)

B.
Therefore:



1.
The strength of Pharaoh shall be your shame.



2.
Trust in the shadow of Egypt shall be your humiliation.

C.
For Pharaoh’s princes were at Zoan, and his ambassadors came to Hanes (in 


Egypt).


1.
They were ashamed of a people who could not benefit them.



2.
They were ashamed of a people who could not be a help.



3.
They were ashamed of a people who were a shame.



4.
They were ashamed of a people who were a reproach. 


(Judah heeded the warning about forming an alliance with Egypt and their judgment was 
delayed. Israel did not, and they went into Assyrian captivity:  2 Kings 17:14.)

II.
The failure of an alliance with Egypt. (6-7)


The burden against the beasts of the South (the Negeb).

A.
Through a land of trouble and anguish, from which came the lioness and lion, the 


viper and fiery flying serpent, they will carry their riches on the backs of young 


donkeys, and their treasures on the humps of camels, to a people who shall not 


profit.  (This refers to the caravan going from Jerusalem to Egypt taking treasures 

to try to secure protection against Assyria.)

B.
For the Egyptians shall help in vain and to no purpose.

C.
Therefore I have called her Rahab-Hem-Shebeth.   


(This nickname, given to Israel, means “insolent arrogance.”

III.
A message to a rebellious people.  (8-11)

Now go, write it before them on a tablet and note it on a scroll so that it may be for time 
to come, forever and ever:  (The message is now  part of the Bible:  Isaiah.) 

A.
That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children who will not hear the law 


of the Lord.  (The root problem was their rebellion against the Word of God.)

B.
They say to the seers and to the prophets (by their attitude and conduct):



1.
Do not see.



2.
Do not prophesy to us right things.




a.
Speak to us smooth things.




b.
Prophesy deceits.  



(They wanted to hear only good things. The people chose to be spiritually 



deaf and blind.)


3.
Get out of the way.




a.
Turn aside from the path.




b.
Cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us. 



(The messages of the false prophets caused the people to stop following God.)
IV.
God's judgment.  (12-17)


Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel:


A.
Because you despise this word, and trust in oppression and perversity, and rely 


on them, therefore this iniquity shall be to you:



1.
Like a breach ready to fall.



2.
Like a bulge in a high wall, whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant. 

3.
Like the breaking of the potter's vessel, which is broken in pieces.




a.
He shall not spare.



b.
So there shall not be found among its fragments a shard to take fire 



from the hearth or to take water from the cistern. 


B.
For thus says the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel:



1.
In returning and rest you shall be saved.



2.
In quietness and (trusting) confidence shall be your strength.


(This is what God wanted to do for His people, but His offer was rejected.)


C.
But you would not. 


1.
You said: “No, for we will flee on horses--therefore you shall flee!”


2.
You said "We will ride on swift horses"--therefore those who pursue you 



shall be swift! 


D.
One thousand shall flee at the threat of one, at the threat of five you shall flee, till 


you are left as a pole on top of a mountain and as a banner on a hill. (An 



abandoned standard—once used to summons the people, now deserted.)
V.
Restoration of Israel. (18-33) 


A.
God will be gracious.



Therefore the Lord will wait, that He may be gracious to you.



1.
He will be exalted, that He may have mercy on you.


2.
For the Lord is a God of justice.



3.
Blessed are all those who wait for Him. 


(Do not try to manipulate yourself out of difficult circumstances. God will 



eventually come to your aide and will be glorified if you will wait on Him.  You 


will experience restoration!)


B.
God will give comfort.



For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem:



1.
You shall weep no more.


2.
He will be very gracious to you at the sound of your cry.  (True then, and 



true now despite your circumstances.)



When He hears it, He will answer you. 


3.
And though the Lord gives you the bread of adversity and the water of 



affliction, yet your teachers will not be moved into a corner anymore, but 



your eyes shall see your teachers.   (The “bread of adversity” refers to 



pods and seeds the people were forced to eat in times of famine.  The 



teachers being in a corner refers to the fact that they were sidelined 



because of persecution and God’s people refusing to receive their 




messages.)

C.
God will give direction.



Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, "This is the way, walk in 



it, whenever you turn to the right hand or whenever you turn to the left.

D.
God will eliminate idolatry.



You will also defile the covering of your images of silver, and the ornament of 


your molded images of gold.


1.
You will throw them away as an unclean thing.



2.
You will say to them, "Get away!" 


E.
God will give abundance.



Then He will give the rain for your seed with which you sow the ground, and 


bread of the increase of the earth.  It will be fat and plentiful.


In that day:



1.
Your cattle will feed in large pastures. 


2.
The oxen and the young donkeys that work the ground will eat cured 



fodder, which has been winnowed with the shovel and fan. 


3.
There will be on every high mountain and on every high hill rivers and 



streams of waters.


F.
God will demonstrate His sovereignty.



In the day of the great slaughter, when the towers fall.


(The “day of great slaughter” refers to the immediate defeat of Assyria and the  


 future battle of Armageddon in the end-times.)



1.
The light of the moon will be as the light of the sun.



2.
The light of the sun will be sevenfold, as the light of seven days.


G.
God will provide healing.



The Lord will bind up the bruise of His people and heal the stroke of their 



wound. 


H.
God will judge the enemy.



1.
Behold, the name of the Lord comes from afar, burning with His anger.




a.
His burden is heavy.




b.
His lips are full of indignation.




c.
His tongue like a devouring fire. 



d.
His breath is like an overflowing stream, which reaches up to the 




neck.



2.
He comes to sift the nations with the sieve of futility and there shall be a 



bridle in the jaws of the people, causing them to err. 



3.
The Lord will cause His glorious voice to be heard, and show the descent 



of His arm with the indignation of His anger by:




a.
The flame of a devouring fire.




b.
Scattering.




c.
A tempest.




d.
Hailstones. 


4.
For through the voice of the Lord, Assyria will be beaten down as He 



strikes with the rod.  And in every place where the staff of punishment 



passes, which the Lord lays on him, it will be with tambourines and harps 



and in battles of brandishing He will fight with it.   (Assyria was used in 



judgment by God, now they will be judged by God.)


5.
For Tophet (a place of child sacrifice and idolatry) was established of old.




a.
For the king it is prepared idolatry



b.
He has made it deep and large.




c.
Its pyre is fired with much wood.




d.
The breath of the Lord, like a stream of brimstone, kindles it. 


I.
God will restore joy.



You shall have a song as in the night when a holy festival is kept, and gladness of 


heart as when one goes with a flute.



1.
To come into the mountain of the Lord.



2.
To come to the Mighty One of Israel. 
Study questions on chapter 30:
1.
Using verses 1-5 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-To whom is this warning directed?



-How are the people described?



-To whom are the people turning for help?



-What will be the results of this alliance?



-According to point I C, what was the response of Pharaoh’s princes?

2.
Using verses 6-7 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What does God say regarding the caravan going from Jerusalem to Egypt?



-What was the caravan taking with them and for what purpose?



-What would be the results of this effort?



-What nickname did God give Israel because of their actions?

3.
Using verses 8-11 and outline point III, summarize the description of God’s people.  
What do they refuse to do?  What names does God use to describe them?
4.
Using verses 12-17 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-For what reasons is God sending judgment?



-How are the people described?



-What did God desire to do for them?



-What was the response of the people to God’s appeals?



-According to point IV D, what would be the results of the battle?

5.
Using verses 18-33 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-According to point V A, what will the Lord extend to His people.



-According to point V B, what promises does God make to His people?



-According to point V C, what does God promise to give them,?



-According to point V D, what will be eliminated?



-According to point V E, what abundance will the people experience?


-According to point V F, what will God demonstrate during the restoration?



-According to point V G, what will God do in behalf of those who are hurt and 


wounded?



-According to point V H, who will be judged?  Describe the judgment.  


-According to point V I, what will be restored to the people?
6.
Israel is warned against an alliance with Egypt.  What are you trusting in when you face 
trouble:  Business relationships, political contacts, position, finances, etc.?

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?  
Isaiah 31

1 Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; and stay on horses, and trust in chariots, because they are many; and in horsemen, because they are very strong; but they look not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the Lord!

2 Yet he also is wise, and will bring evil, and will not call back his words: but will arise against the house of the evildoers, and against the help of them that work iniquity.

3 Now the Egyptians are men, and not God; and their horses flesh, and not spirit. When the Lord shall stretch out his hand, both he that helpeth shall fall, and he that is holpen shall fall down, and they all shall fail together.

4 For thus hath the Lord spoken unto me, Like as the lion and the young lion roaring on his prey, when a multitude of shepherds is called forth against him, he will not be afraid of their voice, nor abase himself for the noise of them: so shall the Lord of hosts come down to fight for mount Zion, and for the hill thereof.

5 As birds flying, so will the Lord of hosts defend Jerusalem; defending also he will deliver it; and passing over he will preserve it.

6 Turn ye unto him from whom the children of Israel have deeply revolted.

7 For in that day every man shall cast away his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which your own hands have made unto you for a sin.

8 Then shall the Assyrian fall with the sword, not of a mighty man; and the sword, not of a mean man, shall devour him: but he shall flee from the sword, and his young men shall be discomfited.

9 And he shall pass over to his strong hold for fear, and his princes shall be afraid of the ensign, saith the Lord, whose fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem.

Outline  31:

(Warning against an Egyptian alliance: God is to be Jerusalem’s defense.)

I.
The futility of trusting Egypt.  (1-3)

A.
Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, who rely on horses, who trust in 


chariots because they are many, and in horsemen because they are very strong, 


but who do not look to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the Lord!  (What is the 


“Egypt “to whom you turn for deliverance instead of turning to God?  Psalm 


20:7.)

B.
Yet He also is wise and will bring disaster, and will not call back His words.



1.
He will arise against the house of evildoers.



2.
He will arise against the help of those who work iniquity.

C.
Now the Egyptians are men, and not God and their horses are flesh, and not 


Spirit.

D.
When the Lord stretches out His hand:



1.
Both he who helps will fall, and he who is helped will fall down.



2.
They all will perish together. 

II.
God will deliver Jerusalem.  (4-6) 


For thus the Lord has spoken to me:


A.
He has power to destroy.


As a lion roars, and a young lion over his prey:



1.
When a multitude of shepherds is summoned against him, he will not be 



afraid of their voice nor be disturbed by their noise.



2.
So the Lord of Hosts will come down to fight for Mount Zion and for its 



hill. 

B.
He has power to deliver.



Like birds flying about, so will the Lord of Hosts defend Jerusalem.


1.
Defending, He will also deliver it.



2.
Passing over, He will preserve it. 


C.
Return to Him against whom the children of Israel have deeply revolted. 

(Two analogies are used to describe God’s protection of Israel:  He will destroy like a 
lion and defend with the watchful care of a bird.  Therefore, the people are admonished 
to return to Him.) 

III.
In that day.  (7-9a)


For in that day:


A.
Idolatrous enemy nations will fall:



Every man shall throw away his idols of silver and his idols of gold-which 


your own hands have made for yourselves for a sin.   (Israel had created idols like 

those of the idolatrous nations around them.  When they are truly converted, they 


will throw away their idols.)

B.
Then Assyria shall fall by a sword that is not of man. (Assyria is symbolic of all 


enemies of Israel and God. Israel could not deliver themselves from the enemy 


and neither can you.  God would defeat Israel’s enemy, as He will yours.  Your 


enemy
will fall by a sword that is not of man, the sword of God’s Word. )


1.
A sword not of mankind shall devour him.


2.
But he shall flee from the sword and his young men shall become forced 



labor. 


3.
He shall cross over to his stronghold for fear, and his princes shall be 



afraid of the banner.  (The banner or ensign  of Israel most likely 




had the name “Jehovah” on it.  Our ensign is the Holy Spirit!)
IV.
This is what the Lord says, whose fire is in Zion and whose furnace is in Jerusalem.  (9b) 

Study questions on chapter 31:
1.
Using verses 1-3 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What woe is pronounced upon whom and why?



-What do you learn about the Egyptians in this passaged?



-In what or whom was Israel trusting?



-What would happen to Israel and the ones in whom she trusted instead of God?

2.
Using verses 4-6  and outline point II, describe the  analogies used for God’s response in 
behalf of Jerusalem.
3.
Using verses 7-9a and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What nations will fall?  



-What will every man discard?



-What will happen to the Assyrians?

4.
Using verse 9b outline point IV, what final declaration is made by the Lord regarding 
Zion and Jerusalem?

5.
Review chapters 28-31 and summarize the five woes prophesied by Isaiah:



28:1



29:1



29:15



30;1



31:1
6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 32

1 Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment.

2 And a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.

3 And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken.

4 The heart also of the rash shall understand knowledge, and the tongue of the stammerers shall be ready to speak plainly.

5 The vile person shall be no more called liberal, nor the churl said to be bountiful.

6 For the vile person will speak villany, and his heart will work iniquity, to practise hypocrisy, and to utter error against the Lord, to make empty the soul of the hungry, and he will cause the drink of the thirsty to fail.

7 The instruments also of the churl are evil: he deviseth wicked devices to destroy the poor with lying words, even when the needy speaketh right.

8 But the liberal deviseth liberal things; and by liberal things shall he stand.

9 Rise up, ye women that are at ease; hear my voice, ye careless daughters; give ear unto my speech.

10 Many days and years shall ye be troubled, ye careless women: for the vintage shall fail, the gathering shall not come.

11 Tremble, ye women that are at ease; be troubled, ye careless ones: strip you, and make you bare, and gird sackcloth upon your loins.

12 They shall lament for the teats, for the pleasant fields, for the fruitful vine.

13 Upon the land of my people shall come up thorns and briers; yea, upon all the houses of joy in the joyous city:

14 Because the palaces shall be forsaken; the multitude of the city shall be left; the forts and towers shall be for dens for ever, a joy of wild asses, a pasture of flocks;

15 Until the spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest.

16 Then judgment shall dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness remain in the fruitful field.

17 And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever.

18 And my people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting places;

19 When it shall hail, coming down on the forest; and the city shall be low in a low place.

20 Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters, that send forth thither the feet of the ox and the ass.

Outline 32:

(Reign of the Messiah; consequences of complacency; Kingdom conditions.)
I.
The reign of the King (the Messiah to come).  (1-8) 


A.
He will reign in righteousness, and princes will rule with justice.

B.
He will be:


1.
As a hiding place from the wind.



2.
As a cover from the tempest.



3.
As rivers of water in a dry place.



4.
As the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. 

C.
He will increase understanding.


1.
The eyes of those who see will not be dim.



2.
The ears of those who hear will listen.


3.
The heart of the rash will understand knowledge.



4.
The tongue of the stammerers will be ready to speak plainly. 

D.
He will expose the foolish.


1.
The foolish (vile) person will no longer be called generous, nor the miser 



said to 
be bountiful.



2.
The foolish person will speak foolishness, and his heart will work iniquity:



a.
To practice ungodliness.




b.
To utter error against the Lord.




c.
To keep the hungry unsatisfied.




d.
To cause the drink of the thirsty to fail.

E.
He will expose the schemers.



1.
The schemes of the schemer are evil.



2.
He devises wicked plans to destroy the poor with lying words, even when 



the needy pleads for justice. 

F.
He will expose the liberal (generous).


1.
A liberal man devises liberal things.



2.
By his own generosity he shall stand (he buys his way out of things). 

II.
The consequences of complacency.  (9-14)

Rise up, you women who are at ease.
Hear my voice you complacent daughters (referring 
to  the “daughters”, the people of sinful nations who are worldly-minded.)

Give ear to my speech. (Listen carefully to what I am saying.)

A.
The harvest will fail.



In a year and some days you will be troubled, you complacent women.



1.
The vintage (new wine) will fail.



2.
The gathering will not come. 


(The harvest, normally a time of rejoicing, will be a time of trouble.)


B.
There will be fear, trouble, and mourning.



1.
Tremble, you women who are at ease.



2.
Be troubled, you complacent ones.



3.
Strip yourselves, make yourselves bare, and gird sackcloth on your waists. 




People shall mourn upon their breasts:




a.
For the pleasant fields.




b.
For the fruitful vine. 

C.
The land will become desolate.



On the land of my people will come up thorns and briers, yes, on all the happy 


homes in the joyous city.


D.
The city will be abandoned.



Because the palaces will be forsaken, the bustling city will be deserted.

E.
The military will cease to exist.



The forts and towers will become lairs forever, a joy of wild donkeys, a 



pasture of flocks.

III.
The conditions in God's Kingdom.  (15-20) 


(The previous conditions will exist) until the Spirit is poured upon us from on high, the 
wilderness becomes a fruitful field, and the fruitful field is counted as a forest.   (Partially 
fulfilled in Acts 2:15-21 by the prophecy in  Joel 2;28-29, but a greater outpouring is yet 
to come in the end-times.)


A.
Justice:  Then justice will dwell in the wilderness.


B.
Righteousness, peace, quietness, and assurance.



1.
Righteousness remains in the fruitful field. 


2.
The work of righteousness will be peace.



3.
The effect of righteousness will be quietness and assurance forever.


(There is no true peace without the righteousness of God:  Isaiah 57:20-21..  


“Peace” in Hebrew is Shalom, meaning whole, complete, and fulfilled.  



Righteousness and peace result in quietness and assurance.)

C.
Security:  My people will dwell in:



1.
A peaceful habitation.



2.
Secure dwellings.



3.
Quiet resting places.


D.
Abundance: Although hail comes down on the forest (representing the Assyrians), 

and their capitol city is brought low in humiliation: 



1.
Blessed are you who sow beside all waters.



2.
Blessed are you who send out freely (to range freely) the feet of the ox 



and the donkey. 



(Their every effort will be blessed with bountiful results.)
Study questions on chapter 32:
1.
Using verses 1-8 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-How is the reign of the Messiah described?



-What will the Messiah increase?



-What will the Messiah expose?

2.
Using verses 9-14 and outline point II, answer the following questions regarding the 
consequences of complacency.



-What admonitions are given in verse 9?



-How will complacency affect the harvest?



-What will be the response of the people according to point II B?



-What will happen to the land?



-What will happen to the city?



-What will happen to the military?

3.
 Using verses 15-20 and outline point III A-D, describe the positive conditions that will 
exist in the Kingdom of God.

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 33

1 Woe to thee that spoilest, and thou wast not spoiled; and dealest treacherously, and they dealt not treacherously with thee! when thou shalt cease to spoil, thou shalt be spoiled; and when thou shalt make an end to deal treacherously, they shall deal treacherously with thee.

2 O Lord, be gracious unto us; we have waited for thee: be thou their arm every morning, our salvation also in the time of trouble.

3 At the noise of the tumult the people fled; at the lifting up of thyself the nations were scattered.

4 And your spoil shall be gathered like the gathering of the caterpiller: as the running to and fro of locusts shall he run upon them.

5 The Lord is exalted; for he dwelleth on high: he hath filled Zion with judgment and righteousness.

6 And wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times, and strength of salvation: the fear of the Lord is his treasure.

7 Behold, their valiant ones shall cry without: the ambassadors of peace shall weep bitterly.

8 The highways lie waste, the wayfaring man ceaseth: he hath broken the covenant, he hath despised the cities, he regardeth no man.

9 The earth mourneth and languisheth: Lebanon is ashamed and hewn down: Sharon is like a wilderness; and Bashan and Carmel shake off their fruits.

10 Now will I rise, saith the Lord; now will I be exalted; now will I lift up myself.

11 Ye shall conceive chaff, ye shall bring forth stubble: your breath, as fire, shall devour you.

12 And the people shall be as the burnings of lime: as thorns cut up shall they be burned in the fire.

13 Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done; and, ye that are near, acknowledge my might.

14 The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?

15 He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil;

16 He shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure.

17 Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty: they shall behold the land that is very far off.

18 Thine heart shall meditate terror. Where is the scribe? where is the receiver? where is he that counted the towers?

19 Thou shalt not see a fierce people, a people of a deeper speech than thou canst perceive; of a stammering tongue, that thou canst not understand.

20 Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities: thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken.

21 But there the glorious Lord will be unto us a place of broad rivers and streams; wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass thereby.

22 For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our king; he will save us.

23 Thy tacklings are loosed; they could not well strengthen their mast, they could not spread the sail: then is the prey of a great spoil divided; the lame take the prey.

24 And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.

Outline  33:

(A divine principle; a prayer; prophecies for the immediate and the distant future.)
I.
A divine principle.  (1) 


A.
Woe to you who plunder, though you have not been plundered (by your victims).

B.
Woe to you who deal treacherously, though they have not dealt treacherously with 

you!  

C.
When you cease plundering, you will be plundered (by those you plundered).


D.
When you make an end of dealing treacherously, they will deal treacherously with 

you. 


(This is a divine principle.  See Galatians 6:7.  Specifically, it is applied here 


to Assyria.  See 2 Kings 18:14-36.)

II.
A prayer (prayed when Jerusalem was under siege by the enemy).  (2-9)


A.
Oh Lord, be gracious to us.



1.
We have waited expectantly for You.


2.
Be their arm every morning.



3.
Be our salvation also in the time of trouble.

B.
Scatter and plunder.



1.
At the noise of the tumult, the people shall flee.



2.
When You lift Yourself up, the nations shall be scattered.



3.
Your plunder (the spoil of the Assyrians) shall be gathered like the 




gathering of the caterpillar.



4.
As the running to and fro of locusts, He shall run upon them. 

C.
The Lord is exalted.



1.
He dwells on high.



2.
He has filled Zion with justice and righteousness.


3.
Wisdom and knowledge will be the stability of your times, and the 




strength of salvation.



4.
The fear of the Lord (reverent awe and worship) is His treasure. 


D.
Surely:



1.
Their valiant ones shall cry outside.



2.
The ambassadors of peace shall weep bitterly.



(Even brave and important men will weep because of the utter despair and 


hopelessness of the circumstances.)



3.
The highways lie waste.



4.
The traveling man ceases.


5.
He has broken the covenant.



6.
He has despised the cities.



7.
He regards no man. 


8.
The earth mourns and languishes.




a.
Lebanon is shamed and shriveled.




b.
Sharon is like a wilderness.




c.
Bashan and Carmel shake off their fruits.  




(These were all formerly fertile regions.)
III.
The immediate future:  Impending judgment on Zion.  (10-16) 

(The turning point in conditions is when God says “Now I will rise.”  There is a specific 
timing for God to rise up to rectify circumstances and judge wickedness.) 


The Lord says:

A.
Now I will rise.



1.
Now I will be exalted.



2.
Now I will lift Myself up. 

B.
The judgment:



1.
You shall conceive chaff.



2.
You shall bring forth stubble.



(Their own efforts will accomplish nothing.)



3.
Your breath, as fire, shall devour you. 


4.
The people shall be:




(a)
Like the burnings of lime.





(Burning something with lime leaves only a mound of ashes.)




(b)
Like thorns cut up they shall be burned in the fire. 

C.
Hear, you who are afar off, what I have done, and you who are near, acknowledge 

My might. (Two groups are mentioned. Those far off refer to Gentile nations. 


Those near refer to Israel.)

D.
The sinners in Zion are afraid--fearfulness has seized the hypocrites.



1. 
Their questions. They ask who will escape judgment:




a.
Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire?



b.
Who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings? 


2.
The answers.  (Describing the ones God will bless.)  




a.
He who walks righteously.




b.
He who speaks uprightly.




c.
He who despises the gain of oppressions.




d.
He who gestures with his hands, refusing bribes. 



 
 (He keeps his hands from accepting bribes.)



e.
He who stops his ears from hearing of bloodshed.




f.
He who shuts his eyes from seeing evil.



3.
The faithful remnant.  




a.
He will dwell on high (Ephesians 2:6).




b.
His place of defense will be the fortress of rocks. (Jesus is the rock 



of our salvation.)



c.
His bread will be given him. (Jesus is the bread of life.)



d.
His water will be sure. (Jesus is the light of the world.)
IV.
The distant future:  The reign of the King of Kings. (17-24) 


A.
Your eyes will see the King in His beauty and they will see the land that is very 


far off.   (You will see Jesus and Heaven!)

B.
Your heart will meditate on the past terror:


1.
Where is the scribe?


2.
Where is he who weighs?


3.
Where is he who counts the towers?


(There will no longer be need of these:  Scribes of God’s Word, treasurers 


managing resources, and defense strategists to ensure safety.)


C.
You will not see a fierce people, a people of obscure speech, beyond perception, 


of a stammering tongue that you cannot understand. 


D.
Look upon Zion, the city of our appointed feasts.



1.
Your eyes will see Jerusalem, a quiet home, a tabernacle that will not be 



taken down.




a.
Not one of its stakes will ever be removed.




b.
Not one of its cords will be broken. 


2.
There the majestic Lord will be for us as a  place of broad rivers and 



streams, in which no galley with oars will sail, nor majestic ships pass by. 



(No warships will come there.  God will be like rivers in the natural world 



that brought wealth through shipping lanes.)

E.
For the Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our Lawgiver, the Lord is our 



King--He will save us.


F.
Foreign “ships” (representative of wealth) will be plundered.



1.
Your tackle is loosed, they could not strengthen their mast, they could not 



spread the sail.



2.
Then the prey of great plunder is divided and the lame take the prey. 


(Even the handicapped will participate in gathering the spoil of the nations.)

G.
There will be physical healing:  The inhabitant will not say, "I am sick".


H.
There will be spiritual healing:  The people who dwell in it will be forgiven their 


iniquity. 

Study questions on chapter 33:
1.
Using verse 1 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What is the warning to those who plunder others?



-What is the warning to those who deal treacherously with others?



-What divine principle of Galatians 6:7 is illustrated by this passage?

2.
Using verses 2-9  and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-When did this prayer occur?



-Summarize the requests made to God.



-What do you learn about the Lord in this passage?



-What do you learn about the fear of the Lord?



-What will be the response to judgment by the valiant ones?



-What will be the response to judgment by the ambassadors?



-What will be the condition of the highways?



-How will judgment affect travelers?



-What will be the response of the earth?



-What will be the response of Lebanon?



-What will Sharon be like?



-What will happen in Bashan and Carmel?



-What do all of these regions have in common?

3.
Using verses 10-16 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-Summarize the immediate judgment that is to come.



-What two groups are admonished to hear what God has done and acknowledge 


His might?



-What questions will be asked by the people?



-What answers are given to their questions?



-What will happen to the faithful remnant?

4.
Using verses 17-24 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-Describe conditions during the future reign of the King of Kings.



-What will believers see?



-Upon what will believers meditate?



-What will no longer be needed?



-Describe Jerusalem during the future reign of the King of Kings.



-Who will be the judge and lawgiver?



-What types of  healing will occur?

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 34

1 Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people: let the earth hear, and all that is therein; the world, and all things that come forth of it.

2 For the indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, and his fury upon all their armies: he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter.

3 Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out of their carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood.

4 And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree.

5 For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment.

6 The sword of the Lord is filled with blood, it is made fat with fatness, and with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams: for the Lord hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of Idumea.

7 And the unicorns shall come down with them, and the bullocks with the bulls; and their land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust made fat with fatness.

8 For it is the day of the Lord's vengeance, and the year of recompences for the controversy of Zion.

9 And the streams thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, and the land thereof shall become burning pitch.

10 It shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it for ever and ever.

11 But the cormorant and the bittern shall possess it; the owl also and the raven shall dwell in it: and he shall stretch out upon it the line of confusion, and the stones of emptiness.

12 They shall call the nobles thereof to the kingdom, but none shall be there, and all her princes shall be nothing.

13 And thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the fortresses thereof: and it shall be an habitation of dragons, and a court for owls.

14 The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with the wild beasts of the island, and the satyr shall cry to his fellow; the screech owl also shall rest there, and find for herself a place of rest.

15 There shall the great owl make her nest, and lay, and hatch, and gather under her shadow: there shall the vultures also be gathered, every one with her mate.

16 Seek ye out of the book of the Lord, and read: no one of these shall fail, none shall want her mate: for my mouth it hath commanded, and his spirit it hath gathered them.

17 And he hath cast the lot for them, and his hand hath divided it unto them by line: they shall possess it for ever, from generation to generation shall they dwell therein.

Outline 34:

(End-time judgment on the nations.)
I.
The summons to judgment.  (1-4) 

A.
Come near, you nations, to hear and heed, you people!

B.
Let the earth hear, and all that is in it, the world and all things that come forth 


from it. 

C.
For the indignation of the Lord is against all nations, and His fury against all their 


armies. 




1.
He has utterly destroyed them


2.
He has given them over to the slaughter. 


3.
Their slain shall be thrown out.



4.
Their stench shall rise from their corpses.



5.
The mountains shall be melted with their blood.


(Because of their treatment of God’s people,  judgment extends to the entire world 

as demonstrated by the words “earth, world, all things, all nations”.)


D.
All the host of heaven shall be dissolved.



1.
And the heavens shall be rolled up like a scroll (Hebrews 1:10-12).



2.
All their host shall fall down:




a.
As the leaf falls from the vine.




b.
As fruit falling from a fig tree. 


(See also Matthew 24:29; 2 Peter 3:10; and Revelation 6:12-14.)

II.
The judgment.  (5-17)


(Edom is used as an example of the judgment coming upon all nations who have rebelled 
against God.  The nation of Edom descended from Jacob’s brother, Esau.)


A.
The instrument of judgment.



For My sword shall be bathed in heaven.



1.
Indeed it shall come down on Edom and on the people of My curse, for 



judgment. 


2.
The sword of the Lord is filled with blood (indicating judgment). 



It is made overflowing with fatness:




a.
With the blood of lambs and goats.




b.
With the fat of the kidneys of rams.



(Fat was considered a delicacy and greatly desired in those days.  




Judgment would destroy all that was deemed good and desirable.)



3.
For the Lord has a sacrifice in Bozrah (the capitol of Edom), and a great 



slaughter in the land of Edom. 




a.
The wild oxen shall come down with them, and the young bulls 




with the mighty bulls.  (These powerful beasts symbolized how all 




powers will eventually come down.)



b.
Their land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust saturated with 



fatness. 


B.
The reason for the timing of this judgment.



For it is the day of the Lord's vengeance, the year of recompense for the 



cause of Zion. 

C.
The effects of judgment:



1.
The streams shall be turned into pitch and its dust into brimstone.



2.
The land shall become burning pitch



a.
It shall not be quenched night or day.




b.
Its smoke shall ascend forever.


3.
From generation to generation it shall lie waste.




a.
No one shall pass through it forever and ever. 



b.
But the pelican and the porcupine shall possess it, also the owl and 




the raven shall dwell in it.


4.
And He shall stretch out over it the line of confusion and the stones of 



emptiness. 


5.
They shall call its nobles to the kingdom, but none shall be there, and all 



its princes shall be nothing.   (The nobles represent all great and powerful 



men who have rejected God.)


6.
Thorns shall come up in its palaces, nettles and brambles in its fortresses.




a.
It shall be a habitation of jackals, a courtyard for ostriches. 



b.
The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with the jackals, and 




the wild goat shall bleat to its companion.




c.
The night creature shall rest there, and find for herself a place of 




rest.



d.
There the arrow snake shall make her nest and lay eggs and hatch, 




and gather them under her shadow.




e.
There also shall the hawks be gathered, every one with her mate. 




(The animals mentioned here are all deemed unclean by Levitical law.  



Judgment will be so complete that the land is left to them.)


D.
The certainty of judgment:



Search from the book of the Lord, and read (good advice to us as well):


1.
Not one of these shall fail.



2.
Not one shall lack her mate.


3.
For My mouth has commanded it, and His Spirit has gathered them. 



a.
He has cast the lot for them, and His hand has divided it among 




them with a measuring line.  (The measuring will reveal their 




acceptance or rejection of God.)



b.
They shall possess it forever: From generation to generation they 




shall dwell in it. 

Study questions on chapter 34:
1.
Using verses 1-4 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Who is summoned to draw near and for what purpose?



-Against whom has the indignation of the Lord gone out?



-What are the results of this judgment?



-What will happen to the host of heaven?



-What analogies are used in this passage?

2.
Using verses 5-17 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What does the judgment on the nation of Edom symbolize?



-What is the instrument of judgment to be used?



-What is the reason for the timing of this judgment?


-Using point II C 1-6, summarize the results of this judgment. 



-Summarize what is declared in point II D regarding the certainty of judgment.

3.
Summarize what these passages say regarding the final judgments of the end-times.



Isaiah 2:12-21,30



Ezekiel 38-39



Daniel 11:40



Joel 2:1-17



Revelation 19:11-21

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 35

1 The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.

2 It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God.

3 Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.

4 Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you.

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.

6 Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert.

7 And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes.

8 And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.

9 No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there:

10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Outline  35:

(In contrast to the judgment on the evil nations detailed in the previous chapter, this chapter focuses on the end-time blessings Israel.)
I.
Restoration of the land.  (1-2)


(In the present, all creation groans for deliverance: Romans 8:22.)


A.
The wilderness and the wasteland shall be glad for them and the desert shall 


rejoice and blossom as the rose:



1.
It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice, even with joy and singing.


2.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the excellence of Carmel and 



Sharon. (The most barren places will look like these fertile places.)

B.
They shall see the glory of the Lord, the excellency of our God. 

II.
Restoration of physical health.  (3-6a)


A.
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 

B.
Say to those who are fearful-hearted:



1.
Be strong, do not fear!


2.
Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God.



3.
He will come and save you.  (Prophetic of the second coming of Christ.)

C.
Physical condition of mankind:  Then:



1.
The eyes of the blind shall be opened.



2.
The ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.


3.
The lame shall leap like a deer.



4.
The tongue of the dumb sing.
III.
Restoration of God’s blessing.  (6b-7)

A.
For waters shall burst forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert.

B.
The parched ground shall become a pool and the thirsty land springs of 



water.


C.
In the habitation of jackals, where each lay, there shall be grass with reeds 



and rushes. 

IV. 
 Restoration of spiritual life.  (8-9)

A highway shall be there, and a road.


A.
It shall be called the Highway of Holiness.

B.
The unclean shall not pass over it, but it shall be for others.

C.
Whoever walks the road, although a fool, shall not go astray. 

D.
No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast go up on it--it 




shall not be found there.

E.
But the redeemed shall walk there.  
V.
Restoration of joy.  (10)


And the ransomed of the Lord shall return. They will come to Zion:


A.
With singing.


B.
With everlasting joy on their heads.

C
They shall obtain joy and gladness.


D.
 Sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Study questions on chapter 35:
1.
Using verses 1-2 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What will be restored after judgment?



-What will be the response of the wilderness and desert?



-What will the most barren places resemble?



-What will be seen at that time?
2.
Using verses 3-6a and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What command is given regarding those who have weak hand and feeble knees?



-What is to be declared to those who are fearful?



-What will happen to the blind?



-What will happen to the deaf?



-What will the lame do in that day?



-What will the mute do?

3.
Using verses 6b-7 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What will burst forth in the wilderness and the desert?



-What will happen to the parched ground?



-What will happen in the habitation of Jackals?

4.
Using verses 8-9 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What special highway will be there?



-Who will be permitted to use this road?



-What will not be found along this road?



-What does this symbolize regarding restoration?

5.
Using verse 10 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-What will be restored to God’s people?



-How will they come back to Zion?



-What will flee away?



-What positive emotional response will be everlasting?

6.
Review chapters 32-35 again and summarize what you learn about the end-times:



-The reign of the King in chapter 32.



-The judgment of Jerusalem in chapter 33.



-The judgment of the sinful world in chapter 34.



-The establishment of God’s Kingdom in chapter 35.

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Part Two

Historic Interlude: Transition From The Assyrian To The Babylonian Periods.

Chapters 36-39

Isaiah 36

1 Now it came to pass in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah, that Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the defenced cities of Judah, and took them.

2 And the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem unto king Hezekiah with a great army. And he stood by the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller's field.

3 Then came forth unto him Eliakim, Hilkiah's son, which was over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, Asaph's son, the recorder.

4 And Rabshakeh said unto them, Say ye now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria, What confidence is this wherein thou trustest?

5 I say, sayest thou, (but they are but vain words) I have counsel and strength for war: now on whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against me?

6 Lo, thou trustest in the staff of this broken reed, on Egypt; whereon if a man lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it: so is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all that trust in him.

7 But if thou say to me, We trust in the Lord our God: is it not he, whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and said to Judah and to Jerusalem, Ye shall worship before this altar?

8 Now therefore give pledges, I pray thee, to my master the king of Assyria, and I will give thee two thousand horses, if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon them.

9 How then wilt thou turn away the face of one captain of the least of my master's servants, and put thy trust on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen?

10 And am I now come up without the Lord against this land to destroy it? the Lord said unto me, Go up against this land, and destroy it.

11 Then said Eliakim and Shebna and Joah unto Rabshakeh, Speak, I pray thee, unto thy servants in the Syrian language; for we understand it: and speak not to us in the Jews' language, in the ears of the people that are on the wall.

12 But Rabshakeh said, Hath my master sent me to thy master and to thee to speak these words? hath he not sent me to the men that sit upon the wall, that they may eat their own dung, and drink their own piss with you?

13 Then Rabshakeh stood, and cried with a loud voice in the Jews' language, and said, Hear ye the words of the great king, the king of Assyria.

14 Thus saith the king, Let not Hezekiah deceive you: for he shall not be able to deliver you.

15 Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, saying, The Lord will surely deliver us: this city shall not be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria.

16 Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus saith the king of Assyria, Make an agreement with me by a present, and come out to me: and eat ye every one of his vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every one the waters of his own cistern;

17 Until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of corn and wine, a land of bread and vineyards.

18 Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, saying, The Lord will deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria?

19 Where are the gods of Hamath and Arphad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim? and have they delivered Samaria out of my hand?

20 Who are they among all the gods of these lands, that have delivered their land out of my hand, that the Lord should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand?

21 But they held their peace, and answered him not a word: for the king's commandment was, saying, Answer him not.

22 Then came Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, that was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder, to Hezekiah with their clothes rent, and told him the words of Rabshakeh.

(Chapters 36 through 39 are a historical transition from the Assyrian to the Babylonian period.  Chapters 36-37 look back to chapters 1-35 and detail the Assyrian invasion of Judah.  For parallel accounts, see 2 Kings 18:17-20.  Chapters 38-39 look ahead to the prophecy detailed in chapters 40-66.)

(Prior to studying this chapter, read about King Hezekiah in 2 Kings 18-20 and 2 Chronicles 29-32.)
Outline 36:

(Sennacherib's invasion.)
I.
Sennacherib invades Judah.  (1)

Now it came to pass in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah that Sennacherib, 


king of Assyria, came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and took them. 

(Sennacherib had come from the north, taking every nation and city in his path.  Then he 
amassed his forces at the walls of Jerusalem.  If they stayed in Jerusalem, they might 
starve because of the siege.)

II.
Sennacherib threatens Jerusalem.  (2-7)


A.
Then the king of Assyria sent the Rabshakeh (title for a military official) with a 


great army from Lachish (30 miles south west of Jerusalem), to King Hezekiah at 


Jerusalem. And he stood by the aqueduct from the upper pool, on the highway to 


the Fuller's Field. 

B.
And Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, Shebna the scribe, 


and Joah the son of Asaph who was the recorder, came out to him. 


C.
Then the Rabshakeh said to them: Say now to Hezekiah: Thus says the great 


king, the king of Assyria:  (The King of Assyria thought he was the “great king”.  


He will soon find out who the true Great King is!)


1.
What confidence is this in which you trust?


2.
You speak of having plans and power for war; but they are mere words. 


3.
Now in whom do you trust, that you rebel against me?


4.
Look! You are trusting in the staff of this broken reed, Egypt, on which if 



a man leans, it will go into his hand and pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of 



Egypt to all who trust in him. (Hezekiah had hoped to obtain help from 



Egypt, but God had warned against this.  Now, the Rabshakeh was saying 



the same thing.)


5.
But if you say to me:




a.
We trust in the Lord our God.




b.
Is it not He whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah has taken 



away.  (Sennacherib thought that the idolatrous worship in the 




high places was  to their true God and that Hezekiah had 





halted it when he took down the high places.) 



c.
Is it not he who said to Judah and Jerusalem, 'You shall worship 




before this altar'?  (True worship was to be in the Temple in 




Jerusalem after its construction.  The high places were to be 




abandoned.)


(The Rabshakeh was ridiculing the people and their God, urging them to 



surrender.)
III.
Sennacherib's demand.  (8-10)


A.
Now therefore, I urge you, give a pledge (make a bargain) to my master the king 


of Assyria, and I will give you two thousand horses--if you are able on your part 


to put riders on them! 

B.
How then will you repel one captain of the least of my master's servants, and put 


your trust in Egypt for chariots and horsemen? 

C.
Have I now come up without the Lord against this land to destroy it? 

D.
The Lord said to me, 'Go up against this land, and destroy it.'" 


(Assyria thought the Lord had sent them in a “holy war” against Judah.)

IV.
The request and response. (11-12)

A.
Then Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah said to the Rabshakeh.



1.
Please speak to your servants in Aramaic (the formal diplomatic 




language), for we understand it.



2.
Do not speak to us in Hebrew (the language of the people)  in the hearing 



of the people who are on the wall. (They didn’t want the people to hear 



what he was saying and become discouraged and fearful.)

B.
But the Rabshakeh said: Has my master sent me to your master and to you to 


speak these words, and not to the men who sit on the wall, who will eat and drink 


their own bodily waste with you? (He warned this would happen because of the 


famine that would result from the proposed siege.) 

V.
Accusations against Hezekiah.  (13-20)

(Ignoring their request to speak in Aramaic) then the Rabshakeh stood and called out 
with a loud voice in Hebrew, and said: Hear 
the words of the great king, the king of 
Assyria! Thus says the king: 

A.
Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able to deliver you.


B.
Do not let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, saying:



1.
The Lord will surely deliver us.



2.
This city will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.

C.
Do not listen to Hezekiah, for thus says the king of Assyria:


1.
Make peace with me by a present (bribe) and come out to me.



2.
And every one of you eat from his own vine and every one from his own 



fig tree, and every one of you drink the waters of his own cistern until I 



come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of grain and 



new wine, a land of bread and vineyards. 


(The enemy always tries to frighten you into compromising.) 



D.
Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, saying: "The Lord will deliver us." 



1.
Has any one of the gods of the nations delivered its land from the hand of 



the king of Assyria? 


2.
Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? 


3.
Where are the gods of Sepharvaim? 



(These were all gods that Assyria had conquered.  But these were false 



gods.  Now they were rising up against the true and living God.)



4.
Indeed, have they delivered Samaria from my hand?


5.
Who among all the gods of these lands have delivered their countries from 


my hand, that the Lord should deliver Jerusalem from my hand?   (The 



Rabshakeh first said that God wouldn’t deliver them.  Now he claims that 



God cannot deliver them.)
VI.
The response.  (21-22)


A.
But they (Hezekiah’s representatives) held their peace and answered him not a 


word; for the king's commandment was, "Do not answer him." 

B.
Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, Shebna the scribe, 


and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came to Hezekiah with their clothes torn 


and told him the words of the Rabshakeh. 



(The men returned with their clothing torn as a sign of shame because of their 


failed negotiations.)
Study questions on chapter 36:
1
According to the opening outline note of this chapter, what do chapters 36-39 concern?

2.
Summarize what is revealed about Hezekiah in 2 Kings 18-20 and 2 Chronicles 29-32. 
3.
Using verse 1 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Who was reigning as king of Judah when these events occurred?



-Who came up against the cities of Judah?



-What dilemma did the king of Judah face?

4.
Using verses 2-7 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who was the Rabshakeh?



-Who was Eliakim?



-Who was Shebna?



-Who was Joah?



-Where were these men gathered?



-Using point II C, summarize the message that the Rabshakeh gave Hezekiah’s 


men.

5.
Using verses 8-10 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What was Sennacherib’s demand?



-What questions did he ask?



-Who did he believe had sent Assyria on a holy war against Judah? 

6.
Using verses 11-12 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What request was made by Eliakim to the Rabshakeh and why did he make this 


request?



-What was the response of the Rabshakeh to Eliakim’s request?

7.
Using verses 13-20 and outline point V, summarize the accusations raised against 
Hezekiah by the Rabshakeh.
8.
Using verses 21-22 and outline point VI, answer the following questions.



-What was the response to the message of the Rabshakeh?



-Who took the message of the Rabshakeh to Hezekiah? 

9.
Compare the accounts in 2 Kings 18-20 and 2 Chronicles 29-32 to that in this chapter.

10.
Compare the enemy’s strategy in the temptation of Eve in Genesis 3:1-5 to that used by 
the Rabshakeh in this chapter.
11.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 37

1 And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the Lord.

2 And he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz.

3 And they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of blasphemy: for the children are come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth.

4 It may be the Lord thy God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the living God, and will reprove the words which the Lord thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant that is left.

5 So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah.

6 And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say unto your master, Thus saith the Lord, Be not afraid of the words that thou hast heard, wherewith the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me.

7 Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and return to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.

8 So Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against Libnah: for he had heard that he was departed from Lachish.

9 And he heard say concerning Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, He is come forth to make war with thee. And when he heard it, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying,

10 Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God, in whom thou trustest, deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.

11 Behold, thou hast heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands by destroying them utterly; and shalt thou be delivered?

12 Have the gods of the nations delivered them which my fathers have destroyed, as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which were in Telassar?

13 Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arphad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah?

14 And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord.

15 And Hezekiah prayed unto the Lord, saying,

16 O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth: thou hast made heaven and earth.

17 Incline thine ear, O Lord, and hear; open thine eyes, O Lord, and see: and hear all the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent to reproach the living God.

18 Of a truth, Lord, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations, and their countries,

19 And have cast their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and stone: therefore they have destroyed them.

20 Now therefore, O Lord our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the Lord, even thou only.

21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria:

22 This is the word which the Lord hath spoken concerning him; The virgin, the daughter of Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee.

23 Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against the Holy One of Israel.

24 By thy servants hast thou reproached the Lord, and hast said, By the multitude of my chariots am I come up to the height of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon; and I will cut down the tall cedars thereof, and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into the height of his border, and the forest of his Carmel.

25 I have digged, and drunk water; and with the sole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers of the besieged places.

26 Hast thou not heard long ago, how I have done it; and of ancient times, that I have formed it? now have I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be to lay waste defenced cities into ruinous heaps.

27 Therefore their inhabitants were of small power, they were dismayed and confounded: they were as the grass of the field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the housetops, and as corn blasted before it be grown up.

28 But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against me.

29 Because thy rage against me, and thy tumult, is come up into mine ears, therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou camest.

30 And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat this year such as groweth of itself; and the second year that which springeth of the same: and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof.

31 And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward:

32 For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape out of mount Zion: the zeal of the Lord of hosts shall do this.

33 Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there nor come before it with shields, nor cast a bank against it.

34 By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the Lord.

35 For I will defend this city to save it for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake.

36 Then the angel of the Lord went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.

37 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh.

38 And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword; and they escaped into the land of Armenia: and Esar-haddon his son reigned in his stead.

Outline 37:

(Sennacharib's threat renewed; Hezekiah's response and prayer; death of Sennacharib.

I.
Hezekiah’s response to Sennacharib’s threat.  (1-7) 


(2 Kings 19:1-7:  Hezekiah went to God and the prophet of God..)


A.
And so it was, when King Hezekiah heard it, that he tore his clothes, covered 


himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the Lord.  (Where do you go 


when you encounter difficult circumstances?)

B.
Then he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, Shebna the scribe, and the 


elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet, the son of 


Amoz. And they said to Isaiah: Thus says Hezekiah: 


1.
This day is a day of trouble and rebuke and blasphemy; for the children 



have come to birth, but there is no strength to bring them forth.  (The 



analogy is of a child stuck in the birth canal.)


2.
It may be that the Lord your God will hear the words of the Rabshakeh, 



(the military official) whom his master the king of Assyria has sent to 



reproach the living God, and will rebuke the words which the Lord your 



God has heard. 


3.
Therefore lift up your prayer for the remnant that is left. 


C.
So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah. And Isaiah said to them:  Thus 


you shall say to your master: Thus says the Lord: 


1.
Do not be afraid of the words which you have heard, with which the 



servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. 


2.
Surely I will send a spirit upon him, and he shall hear a rumor and return 



to his own land.  (He would be compelled to return to his own land.)


3.
And I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land. 

II.
Sennacherib's renewed threat.  (8-13)

(2 Kings 19:8-19.)


A.
Then the Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against 


Libnah, for he heard that the king had departed from Lachish.

B.
And the king heard (a rumor) concerning Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, "He has 


come out to make war with you." 

C.
So when he heard this, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying: Thus you shall 


speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying:


1.
Do not let your God in whom you trust deceive you, saying, "Jerusalem 



shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria."


2.
Look! You have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands by 



utterly destroying them and shall you be delivered? 


3.
Have the gods of the nations delivered those whom my fathers have 



destroyed: Gozan and Haran and Rezeph, and the people of Eden who 



were in Telassar?   (The idolatrous gods were unable to deliver them.)


4.
Where is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, and the king of the city of 


Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah?  (Their kings could not deliver them.)
III.
Hezekiah's prayer.  (14-20)

A.
And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, read it, and  


went up to the house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord. 


(God should be your first recourse in times of trouble instead of turning to man.  


What do you need to lay before the Lord?)

B.
Then Hezekiah prayed to the Lord, saying: 


1.
Oh Lord of Hosts, God of Israel, the One who dwells between the 




cherubim, You are God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You 



have made heaven and earth. 


2.
Incline Your ear, oh Lord, and hear; open Your eyes, oh Lord, and see and 


hear all the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to reproach the living 


God.   (When you attack God’s people, you attack God Himself.) 


3.
Truly, Lord, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations and their 



lands, and have cast their gods into the fire.




a.
For they were not gods, but the work of men's hands--wood and 




stone. 



b.
Therefore they destroyed them. 


4.
Now therefore, oh Lord our God, save us from his hand, that all the 



kingdoms of the earth may know that You are the Lord, You alone.   (They 


appealed to God to deliver them for His glory and to accomplish His 



divine purposes.)
IV.
God’s response to Hezekiah’s prayer.  (21-35) 


(2 Kings 19:20-34.)

(Hezekiah is assured that the Assyrians would retreat at this time; the people would not 
starve; and Jerusalem would be delivered.)

Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying: Thus says the Lord God of Israel: 
Because you have prayed to Me against Sennacherib king of Assyria, this is the word 
which the Lord has spoken concerning him:


A.
The virgin, the daughter of Zion:



1.
Has despised you.



2.
Has laughed you to scorn.


3.
Has shaken her head behind your back!  



(Israel would ridicule 
Sennacherib like a virgin who was rejecting the 



advances of a suitor.)

B.
Questions and an answer.



1.
Whom have you reproached and blasphemed? 



2.
Against whom have you raised your voice, and lifted up your eyes on 



high?


3.
Against the Holy One of Israel. (Their threats were against God and it 



was a battle they would not win!). 

C.
By your servants you have reproached the Lord (by making threats) and said:



1.
I have come up to the height of the mountains, to the limits of Lebanon by 



the multitude of my chariots.



2.
I will cut down its tall cedars and its choice cypress trees.



3.
I will enter its farthest height, to its fruitful forest.


4.
I have dug and drunk water.



5.
I have dried up all the brooks of defense with the soles of my feet. 


D.
But I made it—did you not hear how long ago, from ancient times that I 



formed it?

E.
Now I have brought it to pass, that you should be for crushing fortified cities into 


heaps of ruins. 


1.
Therefore their inhabitants had little power.



2.
They were dismayed and confounded.



3.
They were as the grass of the field, the green herb, grass on the housetops, 



and grain blighted before it is grown.  (They were like seeds blown by the 



wind or dropped by birds; without proper roots they would not last 



long.) 


F.
But I know your dwelling place, your going out and your coming in, and your 


rage against Me. Because your rage against Me and your tumult have come up to 


My ears, therefore:



1.
I will put My hook in your nose.



2.
I will put My bridle in your lips.



3.
I will turn you back by the way which you came.


(As Assyrians did to captives they were leading into slavery, God would do to 


them and turn them back from the attack against God’s people.)


G.
This shall be a sign to you (Israel):



1.
You shall eat this year such as grows of itself and in the second year what 



springs from the same; also in the third year sow and reap, plant 




vineyards and eat the fruit of them.   (God would provide for them for two 



years, after which they would sow and reap again as usual.)


2.
And the remnant who have escaped of the house of Judah shall again take 



root downward, and bear fruit upward.  (Josiah: 2 Chronicles 34:6,18.) 


3.
For out of Jerusalem shall go a remnant, and those who escape from 



Mount Zion.


4.
The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will do this. 


H.
Assurance of Sennacherib’s retreat



Therefore thus says the Lord concerning the king of Assyria:



1.
He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before 


it with shield, nor build a siege mound against it. 


2.
He shall return by the same way that he came.


3.
He shall not come into this city for I will defend this city, to save it for 



My own sake and for My servant David's sake (2 Samuel 7). 

V.
Sennacherib's defeat and death.  (36-38) 


(2 Kings 19:35-37.)


A.
Then the angel of the Lord went out and killed in the camp of the Assyrians 


185,000--when people arose early in the morning, there were the corpses--all 


dead.  (One of the Assyrians had boasted that just one of their officers was 


stronger than 2,000 Jews, but it only took one angel to slay 185,000 Assyrians.)


B.
So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, went away, returned home, and 



remained at Nineveh. 

C.
Now it came to pass, as he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, that 


his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer struck him down with the sword and they 


escaped into the land of Ararat. 

D.
Then Esarhaddon his son reigned in his place. 

(Assyria was eventually conquered by Babylon who took the southern Kingdom of Israel into exile because of their sins.  Just because judgment is delayed does not mean it is deferred.  The Assyrian threat ended, but the Babylonian conquest began.  See Isaiah 39.)

Study questions on chapter 37:
1.
Using verses 1-7 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-How did Hezekiah respond to the threats of Sennacherib?  Where did he go and 


what did he do first?



-Who did Hezekiah send to Isaiah?



-What message did Hezekiah send by them to Isaiah?



-Using point I C, summarize Isaiah’s message to Hezekiah. 

2.
Using verses 8-13 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What did the Rabshakeh find when he returned?



-What rumor had the king heard?



-Using point II C, summarize Sennacherib’s renewed threat against Hezekiah and 


Judah.

3.
Using verses 14-20 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-When Hezekiah received this letter, where did he go and what did he do first?



-Using point III B, summarize Hezekiah’s prayer 

4.
Using verses 21-35 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What did the Lord say He would do because of Hezekiah’s prayer?



-What would be the attitude of the daughter of Zion towards Sennacherib?



-What questions are asked in point IV B, and what answer is given?



-What had Assyria boasted (point IV C)?



-What was God’s response (IV D)?


-According to point IV E and F, what does the Lord say He will do to the enemy? 



-According to point IV G, what sign will be given to Israel to assure God’s 


promises?



-According to point IV H, what assurance is given regarding the comings events?

5.
Using verses 36-38 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-Who defeated the Assyrian army?



-How many warriors died?



-To where did Sennacherib depart?



-How did Sennacherib die?


-Who reigned in Sennacherib’s place?
6.
What do you learn about judgment in the closing outline note?

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 38

1 In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came unto him, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house in order: for thou shalt die, and not live.

2 Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto the Lord,

3 And said, Remember now, O Lord, I beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore.

4 Then came the word of the Lord to Isaiah, saying,

5 Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the Lord, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years.

6 And I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria: and I will defend this city.

7 And this shall be a sign unto thee from the Lord, that the Lord will do this thing that he hath spoken;

8 Behold, I will bring again the shadow of the degrees, which is gone down in the sun dial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward. So the sun returned ten degrees, by which degrees it was gone down.

9 The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick, and was recovered of his sickness:

10 I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the gates of the grave: I am deprived of the residue of my years.

11 I said, I shall not see the Lord, even the Lord, in the land of the living: I shall behold man no more with the inhabitants of the world.

12 Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a shepherd's tent: I have cut off like a weaver my life: he will cut me off with pining sickness: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me.

13 I reckoned till morning, that, as a lion, so will he break all my bones: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me.

14 Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter: I did mourn as a dove: mine eyes fail with looking upward: O Lord, I am oppressed; undertake for me.

15 What shall I say? he hath both spoken unto me, and himself hath done it: I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul.

16 O Lord, by these things men live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit: so wilt thou recover me, and make me to live.

17 Behold, for peace I had great bitterness: but thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back.

18 For the grave cannot praise thee, death can not celebrate thee: they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth.

19 The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day: the father to the children shall make known thy truth.

20 The Lord was ready to save me: therefore we will sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of our life in the house of the Lord.

21 For Isaiah had said, Let them take a lump of figs, and lay it for a plaister upon the boil, and he shall recover.

22 Hezekiah also had said, What is the sign that I shall go up to the house of the Lord?

Outline 38:

(This chapters is a prologue to the Babylonian invasion detailed in chapters 40-66.)

(Hezekiah's sickness and recovery.)
I.
Hezekiah's sickness.  (1) 


(2 Kings 20:1-11; 2 Chronicles 32:24-26.)


A.
In those days (when Hezekiah reigned and Isaiah prophesied) Hezekiah was sick 


and near death. 

B.
And Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him and said to him: Thus says 


the Lord: "Set your house in order, for you shall die and not live'"  (Everyone 


should heed this command to keep their house in order, ready to depart to be 


with the Lord: Hebrews 9:27).
II.
Hezekiah's prayer.  (2-3)

A.
Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed to the Lord,  and 


said, "Remember now, oh Lord, I pray, how I have walked before You in truth 


and with a loyal heart, and have done what is good in Your sight."  (This does not 


mean he was sinless, but that his heart’s desire was to please God:  2 Kings 


18:5).

B.
And Hezekiah wept bitterly. (He wanted to continue living and serving the Lord.)
III.
God's answer.  (4-8)

And the word of the Lord came to Isaiah, saying: Go and tell Hezekiah: Thus says the 
Lord, the God of David your father: 

A.
I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears, and surely I will add to your days 

fifteen years.   (God responds to the intercession of His people who have a 


personal relationship with him.)   

B.
I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria, and I will 


defend this city.

C.
And this is the sign to you from the Lord, that the Lord will do this thing which 


He has spoken:  


1.
Behold, I will bring the shadow on the sundial, which has gone 




down with the sun on the sundial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward. 



2.
So the sun returned ten degrees on the dial by which it had gone down. 



(Apparently this just occurred locally, and not in Babylon: 2 Chronicles 



32:31.  God had offered to do this same sign for King Ahaz, but he had 



stubbornly refused.  See also 2 Kings 20:8-11.)
IV.
An excerpt from Hezekiah's journal.  (9-20)

This is the writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick and had recovered 
from his sickness: 


A.
His sickness.



I said: 



1.
I shall go to the gates of Sheol In the prime of my life.



2.
I am deprived of the remainder of my years (he was only 39 at the time). 


3.
I shall not see the Lord in the land of the living.



4.
I shall observe man no more among the inhabitants of the world. 


5.
My life span is gone, taken from me like a shepherd's tent (which 




is easily rolled up to move on).



6.
I have cut off my life like a weaver. 




a.
He cuts me off from the loom.




b.
From day until night You make an end of me. 



(No longer on the loom of life—he feels cut off.)



7.
I have considered until morning:




a.
Like a lion, so He breaks all my bones.




b.
From day until night You make an end of me. 


8.
Like a crane or a swallow, so I chattered; I mourned like a dove.




(His sickness has caused him to twitter like a bird and mourn like a dove.)



9.
My eyes fail from looking upward.



a.
Oh Lord, I am oppressed.




b.
Undertake for me! 


B.
His recovery.


1.
He has both spoken to me,  and He Himself has done it.



(He gives God credit for his healing.)



2.
I shall walk carefully all my years in the bitterness of my soul.  (Meaning 



that he would never forget what he learned through this difficult 




experience. Learn to embrace the spiritual purposes of suffering:  



2 Corinthians 1:4 and Psalm 119:67,71,75,92.)


3.
Oh Lord, by these things (your Word)  men live and in all these things is 



the life of my spirit. So You will restore me and make me live. 


4.
Indeed it was for my own peace that I had great bitterness, but You have 



lovingly delivered my soul from the pit of corruption for You have cast all 


my sins behind Your back. 


5.
For Sheol cannot thank You, death cannot praise You, and those who go 



down to the pit cannot hope for Your truth.  (Hezekiah believed he 




would be separated from God when he died:  Psalm 6:5; 115:17.)


6.
The living, the living man, he shall praise You, as I do this day.


C.
His future.



1.
The father shall make known Your truth to the children. 



(Hezekiah had no heir at the time of his sickness, but during his 15 year 



life extension he gave birth to a son.  Unfortunately, his son was evil most 



of his life, coming to the Lord only in his later years.  His grandson, 



however, was a godly king.  We must make known God‘s truth to our 



children.  Some will respond, while others may initially reject but 




eventually return to the Lord.  Never give up! )



2.
The Lord was ready to save me.



3.
Therefore we will sing my songs with stringed instruments all the days of 



our life, in the house of the Lord.
 V.
Isaiah’s prophetic word.  (21-22)

A.
Now Isaiah had said, "Let them take a lump of figs and apply it as a poultice on 


the boil, and he shall recover." 


B.
And Hezekiah had said, "What is the sign that I shall go up to the house of the 


Lord?" 

Study questions on chapter 38:
1.
Using verse 1 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What was the prognosis of Hezekiah’s sickness?



-What message did Isaiah give Hezekiah?

2.
Using verses 2-3 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Summarize Hezekiah’s prayer.



-What emotions did Hezekiah express?



-Why did Hezekiah want to continue living?

3.
Using verses 4-8 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-Summarize the message from the Lord in response to Hezekiah’s prayer.



-What sign would be given to Hezekiah to confirm the word of the Lord?

4.
Using verses 9-20 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-How does Hezekiah describe his sickness in point IV A?



-What emotions does Hezekiah express?



-List the analogies used in the following verses:  




Verse 12: S___T____




Verse 13: L____




Verse 14: C___




Verse 14: S___




Verse 14: D___


-Summarize what Hezekiah says regarding his recovery in point IV B.



-Summarize what Hezekiah declares regarding his future in point IV C.

5.
Using verses 21-22  and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-What instructions did Isaiah give?



-What question did Hezekiah ask?

6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 39

1 At that time Merodach-baladan, the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah: for he had heard that he had been sick, and was recovered.

2 And Hezekiah was glad of them, and shewed them the house of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the precious ointment, and all the house of his armour, and all that was found in his treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them not.

3 Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said these men? and from whence came they unto thee? And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far country unto me, even from Babylon.

4 Then said he, What have they seen in thine house? And Hezekiah answered, All that is in mine house have they seen: there is nothing among my treasures that I have not shewed them.

5 Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah, Hear the word of the Lord of hosts:

6 Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store until this day, shall be carried to Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the Lord.

7 And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.

8 Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good is the word of the Lord which thou hast spoken. He said moreover, For there shall be peace and truth in my days.

Outline  39:

(The Babylonian delegation; Isaiah’s declaration; Hezekiah’s response.)
I.
The Babylonian delegation.  (1-2) 


(See also 2 Kings 20:12-19.)


A.
At that time Merodach-Baladan (Merodach means “rebel” and Baladan means 


“not of the Lord”) the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present 


to Hezekiah, for he heard that he had been sick and had recovered  (2 Chronicles 


32:23.  The real reason for their visit was to spy.) 

B.
And Hezekiah was pleased with them, and showed them the house of his treasures 

--the silver and gold, the spices and precious ointment, and all his armory--all that 

was found among his treasures.   (Instead of giving his testimony of divine 



healing, Hezekiah proudly displays his wealth.  Often, after a great spiritual 


victory, pride can result in a spiritual fall.)

C.
There was nothing in his house or in all his dominion that Hezekiah did not show 


them. 

II.
Isaiah’s prophetic declaration. (3-7)


A.
Then Isaiah the prophet went to King Hezekiah.



1.
Isaiah said to him, "What did these men say, and from where did they 



come to you?"



2.
So Hezekiah said, "They came to me from a far country, from Babylon." 



3.
And Isaiah said, "What have they seen in your house?"



4.
So Hezekiah answered, "They have seen all that is in my house; there is 



nothing among my treasures that I have not shown them." 


B.
Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah:  Hear the word of the Lord of Hosts: 


1.
Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your house, and what your 



fathers have accumulated until this day, shall be carried to Babylon--



nothing shall be left.



2.
And they shall take away some of your sons who will descend from you, 



whom you will beget, and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king 



of Babylon (2 Kings chapters 24-25).
III.
Hezekiah’s response.  (8)


A.
The word of the Lord which you have spoken is good!

B.
For at least there will be peace and truth in my days. 


(Instead of bargaining with God as he did during his sickness, Hezekiah accepts the 
judgment of the Lord but is glad it will not come during his time.  We should be more 
concerned about future generations:  Psalm 78:2-7.)
(After his healing, Hezekiah became proud--which often happens after great spiritual victories:  2 Chronicles 32:25.  That is why he boasted and showed off his wealth to the Babylonian envoys.  Although Isaiah does not record it, Hezekiah also fathered Manasseh during his life extension, one of the most wicked kings of the kingdom of Judah, who only repented in his final days.  Manasseh was the father of Josiah, one of the godly kings of Judah.)

Study questions on chapter 39:
1.
Using verses1-2  and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Who sent letters and a present to Hezekiah?



-What was Hezekiah’s response to the gifts and the delegation bringing them?

2.
Using verses 3-7 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What question did Isaiah ask Hezekiah?



-What was Hezekiah’s answer?



-What was the word of the Lord to Hezekiah?

3.
Using verse 8 and outline point III, summarize Hezekiah’s response to the message of 
the Lord.
4.
Using the closing outline note in this chapter, summarize what occurred after Hezekiah’s 
life was extended.

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Part Three

The Book Of Comfort

Chapters  40-66

Isaiah 40

1 Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.

2 Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord's hand double for all her sins.

3 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

4 Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain:

5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

6 The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field:

7 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass.

8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.

9 O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!

10 Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.

11 He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.

12 Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance?

13 Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being his counsellor hath taught him?

14 With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed to him the way of understanding?

15 Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance: behold, he taketh up the isles as a very little thing.

16 And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering.

17 All nations before him are as nothing; and they are counted to him less than nothing, and vanity.

18 To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare unto him?

19 The workman melteth a graven image, and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and casteth silver chains.

20 He that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation chooseth a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning workman to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved.

21 Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it not been told you from the beginning? have ye not understood from the foundations of the earth?

22 It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in:

23 That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity.

24 Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth: and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble.

25 To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One.

26 Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth.

27 Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over from my God?

28 Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding.

29 He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength.

30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall:

31 But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

(A preview of the remaining chapters of Isaiah.  Chapter 40 envisions the day when Judah is in captivity in Babylon.  Chapters 40-48 introduce a man named Cyrus who the Lord will use to free Israel from captivity. Chapters 49-57 focus on the Messiah, Jesus Christ.  Chapters 58-66 view Israel’s restoration during the millennium.)
Outline 40:

(Comfort of the exiles.)
I.
God's people are comforted.  (1-11)

A.
"Comfort, yes, comfort My people!"Says your God. "Speak comfort to Jerusalem, 

and cry out to her”:  (God is the God of all comfort:  2 Corinthians 1:3-4 and 


John 14:6.  His faithfulness is reflected here in His desire to comfort, by His 


addressing Israel as “my people”, and by the promise of atonement for their 


sins.)



1.
That her warfare is ended.



2.
That her iniquity is pardoned (atoned for—temporarily through their 70 



years of judgment by exile and eternally through the Messiah).



3.
That she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. 



(Meaning that she has been sufficiently punished for her sins.)


B.
The voice of one crying in the wilderness:


1.
Prepare the way of the Lord.



2.
Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 


3.
Every valley shall be exalted and every mountain and hill brought low.



4.
The crooked places shall be made straight and the rough places smooth.



5.
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 




together.



6.
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 


(Mathew, Mark, Luke, and John all relate this passage to John the Baptist, the 


forerunner of the Messiah, Jesus Christ.) 


C.
The voice said, "Cry out!" And he said, "What shall I cry?"



1.
All flesh is grass and all its loveliness is like the flower of the field. 


2.
The grass withers, the flower fades, because the breath of the Lord blows 



upon it.




a.
Surely the people are grass. 



b.
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the Word of our God 




stands forever. 



3.
Oh Zion, you who bring good tidings, get up into the high mountain.



4.
Oh Jerusalem, you who bring good tidings:




a.
Lift up your voice with strength--lift it up, be not afraid.




b.
Say to the cities of Judah, "Behold your God!" 


D.
Behold, the Lord God shall come with a strong hand, and His arm shall rule for 


Him.



1.
His reward is with Him and His work before Him. 


2.
He will feed His flock like a shepherd.



3.
He will gather the lambs with His arm and carry them in His bosom.



4.
He will gently lead those who are with young. 


(Jesus is the Good Shepherd described in Psalm 23 and John 10:11-15.)

II.
God is the comfort for His people.  (12-31)


A.
God is the creator.



Who is like God?



1.
Who has measured the waters (the ocean) in the hollow of His hand?



2.
Who measured heaven with a span?



3.
Who calculated the dust of the earth in a measure?


4.
Who weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance? 

B.
God is omniscient (all knowing).


Who has directed the Spirit of the Lord or as His counselor has taught 



Him? 


1.
With whom did He take counsel, who instructed Him, and who 




taught Him in the path of justice?


2.
Who taught Him knowledge and showed Him the way of 





understanding? 


C.
God is sovereign. 



1.
Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket and are counted as the small 



dust on the scales.



2.
Look, He lifts up the isles as a very little thing. 


3.
Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor its beasts sufficient for a burnt 



offering.  (If all the trees of Lebanon and all the beasts of the world are 



sacrificed, it is not enough to atone for sin.  Only Jesus Christ can do 



this!) 


4.
All nations before Him are as nothing and they are counted by Him less 



than nothing and worthless. 

D.
God is incomparable.


1.
To whom then will you liken God or what likeness will you compare to 



Him? 



a.
The workman molds an image, the goldsmith overspreads it with 




gold, and the silversmith casts silver chains.



b.
Whoever is too impoverished for such a contribution chooses a tree 



that will not rot.




c.
He seeks for himself a skillful workman to prepare a carved image 




that will not totter. 



2.
Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from 



the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the 



earth? 



 a.
He sits above the circle of the earth and its inhabitants are like 




grasshoppers. (People appear this way to God.)



b.
He stretches out the heavens like a curtain and spreads them out 




like a tent to dwell in.  (Like a curtain that can be opened or closed 



or a tent that can be pitched, God controls the heavens.)


3.
He brings the princes to nothing and makes the judges of the earth useless. 




Scarcely shall they be planted, scarcely shall they be sown, 
scarcely shall 



their stock take root in the earth when He will also blow on them and they 



will wither, and the whirlwind will take them away like stubble. 




(Earthly rulers are like a field of grain that comes and goes.)



4.
God is incomparable.




a.
To whom then will you liken Me or to whom shall I be equal?



b.
Lift up your eyes on high and see who has created these things, 




who brings out their host by number.




c.
He calls them all by name, by the greatness of His might and the 




strength of His power.




d.
Not one is missing. 


E.
God is omnipresent (He sees and knows everything. God knows your 



circumstances, just as He did those of Israel.)



1.
Why do you say, oh Jacob and speak oh Israel:"My way is hidden from 



the Lord and my just claim is passed over by my God"? 


2.
Have you not known? Have you not heard?


3.
The everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth neither 



faints nor is weary. 



4.
His understanding is unsearchable. 

F.
God is omnipotent.


1.
He gives power to the weak.



2.
To those who have no might He increases strength.


3.
Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly 



fall.



4.
But those who wait on the Lord (look to Him expectantly):




a.
Shall renew their strength.




b.
Shall mount up with wings like eagles.




c.
Shall run and not be weary.




d.
Shall walk and not faint. 



(If you need strength to fly today, you have it!  If you need to run, you will not be 


weary.  If you need strength just to walk through a difficult day, you will receive 


it.  You will not faint.  Note in verse 28 that God never faints, and in verse 31


that He gives strength to those who do.)
Study questions on chapter 40:
1.
Using the opening note which previews the remaining chapters of Isaiah, answer the 
following questions:



-What does chapter 40 concern?



-What do chapters 40-48 concern?



-What is the focus of chapters 49-57?



-What is described in chapters 58-66?
2.
Using verses 1-11 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Using point I A, summarize God’s message of comfort to Jerusalem.



-Summarize point I B and identify to whom the message is directed.



-According to point I C, what is the message that the prophet is commanded to cry 

out?



-Summarize what you learn about the return of the Lord in point I D.

3.
Using verses 12-31 and outline point II, complete the following sentences.



A.
God is the _________which means______________________________.


B.
God is _______which means___________________________________.



C.
God is ________which means_________________________________.



D.
God is _______which means___________________________________.



E.
God is _____which means_____________________________________.



F.
God is ______ which means____________________________________.

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 41

1 Keep silence before me, O islands; and let the people renew their strength: let them come near; then let them speak: let us come near together to judgment.

2 Who raised up the righteous man from the east, called him to his foot, gave the nations before him, and made him rule over kings? he gave them as the dust to his sword, and as driven stubble to his bow.

3 He pursued them, and passed safely; even by the way that he had not gone with his feet.

4 Who hath wrought and done it, calling the generations from the beginning? I the Lord, the first, and with the last; I am he.

5 The isles saw it, and feared; the ends of the earth were afraid, drew near, and came.

6 They helped every one his neighbour; and every one said to his brother, Be of good courage.

7 So the carpenter encouraged the goldsmith, and he that smootheth with the hammer him that smote the anvil, saying, It is ready for the sodering: and he fastened it with nails, that it should not be moved.

8 But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend.

9 Thou whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and called thee from the chief men thereof, and said unto thee, Thou art my servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away.

10 Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.

11 Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be ashamed and confounded: they shall be as nothing; and they that strive with thee shall perish.

12 Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find them, even them that contended with thee: they that war against thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing of nought.

13 For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.

14 Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.

15 Behold, I will make thee a new sharp threshing instrument having teeth: thou shalt thresh the mountains, and beat them small, and shalt make the hills as chaff.

16 Thou shalt fan them, and the wind shall carry them away, and the whirlwind shall scatter them: and thou shalt rejoice in the Lord, and shalt glory in the Holy One of Israel.

17 When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them.

18 I will open rivers in high places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys: I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water.

19 I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree; I will set in the desert the fir tree, and the pine, and the box tree together:

20 That they may see, and know, and consider, and understand together, that the hand of the Lord hath done this, and the Holy One of Israel hath created it.

21 Produce your cause, saith the Lord; bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob.

22 Let them bring them forth, and shew us what shall happen: let them shew the former things, what they be, that we may consider them, and know the latter end of them; or declare us things for to come.

23 Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it together.

24 Behold, ye are of nothing, and your work of nought: an abomination is he that chooseth you.

25 I have raised up one from the north, and he shall come: from the rising of the sun shall he call upon my name: and he shall come upon princes as upon morter, and as the potter treadeth clay.

26 Who hath declared from the beginning, that we may know? and beforetime, that we may say, He is righteous? yea, there is none that sheweth, yea, there is none that declareth, yea, there is none that heareth your words.

27 The first shall say to Zion, Behold, behold them: and I will give to Jerusalem one that bringeth good tidings.

28 For I beheld, and there was no man; even among them, and there was no counsellor, that, when I asked of them, could answer a word.

29 Behold, they are all vanity; their works are nothing: their molten images are wind and confusion.

Outline 41:

(Comfort of the exiles, continued:  A challenge to unbelievers; assurance of God’s help; God’s courtroom.)
I.
A challenge to unbelievers.  (1-7) 


A.
Keep silence before Me, oh coastlands, and let the people (of the earth) renew 


their strength!


(They need to renew their strength because they are going to face God!) 



1.
Let them come near, then let them speak.



2.
Let us come near together for judgment. 


B.
Questions:



1.
Who raised up one from the east? (Prophetic of Cyrus who was to be used 



to liberate Israel from captivity. He is a type of Christ.) 



2.
Who in righteousness called him to His feet?


3.
Who gave the nations before him and made him rule over kings?


4.
Who gave them as the dust to his sword, as driven stubble to his bow? 


5.
Who pursued them, and passed safely by the way that he had not gone 



with his feet? 


6.
Who has performed and done it, calling and guiding the generations of 



nations from the beginning?

C.
Answer: I, the Lord, am the first and with the last I am He. 


D.
Response of the world.



1.
The coastlands saw it and feared. 



2.
The ends of the earth were afraid.


3.
They drew near and came. 


4.
Everyone helped his neighbor and said to his brother, "Be of good 




courage!"   (Instead of turning to God for help, they turned to one 




another and to idolatry.)



a.
So the craftsman encouraged the goldsmith.




b.
He who smoothes with the hammer inspired him who strikes the 




anvil, saying, "It is ready for the soldering".




c.
Then he fastened the idol with pegs, that it might not totter. 

II.
Assurance of God’s help.  (8-20)


A.
But you, Israel, are My servant (and prince with God), Jacob whom I have 


chosen, the descendants of Abraham My friend.  (Jacob was their natural name; 


Israel their spiritual name.)


1.
You, whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and called from its 



farthest regions.



2.
You, to whom I have said:




a.
You are My servant.




b.
I have chosen you and have not cast you away.




c.
Fear not, for I am with you.




d.
Be not dismayed, for I am your God.



e.
I will strengthen you, yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with 




My righteous right hand. 



(Note the increasing intimacy with God:  He chooses you; He is with you; 



He strengthens you; He helps you; and finally He is close enough that He 



upholds you with His hand.)


B.
Behold, all those who were incensed against you:



1.
Shall be ashamed and disgraced.



2.
Shall be as nothing.



3.
Those who strive with you shall perish--you shall seek them and not find 



them--those who contended with you.


4.
Those who war against you shall be as nothing, as a nonexistent thing. 



(All who rose up against them would fail.) 


C.
For I, the Lord your God, will hold your right hand, saying to you:



1.
Fear not, I will help you. 



2.
Fear not, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel!


3.
I will help you--says the Lord and your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. 
D.
Behold, I will make you into a new threshing sledge with sharp teeth. (A heavy 


instrument with sharp edges used for threshing.)


1.
You shall thresh the mountains and beat them small, and make the hills 



like chaff. 


2.
You shall winnow them, the wind shall carry them away, and the 




whirlwind shall scatter them.



3.
You shall rejoice in the Lord, and glory in the Holy One of Israel. 


E.
The poor and needy seek water, but there is none, their tongues fail for thirst.


1.
I, the Lord, will hear them.



2.
I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them. 


3.
I will open rivers in desolate heights, and fountains in the midst of the 



valleys.



4.
I will make the wilderness a pool of water and the dry land springs of 



water. 


5.
I will plant together in the wilderness/desert:




a.
The cedar tree.




b.
The acacia tree.




c.
The myrtle tree.




d.
The oil tree.




e.
The cypress tree.




f.
The pine tree.




g.
The box tree.



(Seven different trees will grow in the wilderness together, some of which 



normally do not grow there.  Seven is the number of perfection in the Bible.)


F.
I will do this so (the things previously detailed) so that they may see and know, 


and consider and understand together, that the hand of the Lord has done this, and 

the Holy One of Israel has created it.   (Israel’s conversion to their Messiah will 


be the basis for their final restoration.)
III.
A spiritual analogy: God’s courtroom.  (21-29) 

A.
The case.



"Present your case," says the Lord."Bring forth your strong reasons," says the 


King of Jacob. 


1.
Let them bring forth and show us what will happen.



2.
Let them show the former things, what they were, that we may consider 



them, and know the latter end of them. 


3.
Let them show the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know 



that you are gods.



4.
Let them do good or do evil, so  that we may be dismayed and see it 



together.

B.
The charges. 
Indeed:



1.
You are nothing.



2.
Your work is nothing.



3.
He who chooses you is an abomination. 


C.
The advocate.



I have raised up one (Cyrus) from the north, and he shall come.



1.
From the rising of the sun he shall call on My name.




(In contrast to the idols, God can and does foretell the future. Cyrus will 



be raised up as God’s servant to defeat Babylon and allow the Jews to 



return 
to their homeland.  God names Cyrus 100 years before his birth.  



See also Isaiah 45:13 and Ezra 1:1-4.)



2.
He shall come against princes as though mortar, as the potter treads clay. 



(Treading clay removes the impurities.)


D.
The verdict.



1.
Who (what idol) has declared from the beginning, that we may know? 



And former times, that we may say, 'He is righteous'?



a.
Surely there is no one who shows.




b.
Surely there is no one who declares.




c.
Surely there is no one who hears your words. 



(Idols have no prophetic insights into the past, present, or future.)



2.
The first time I said to Zion, 'Look, there they are!'



a.
And I will give to Jerusalem one who brings good tidings. 



b.
For I looked, and there was no man.




c.
I looked among them, but there was no counselor, who, when I 




asked of them, could answer a word. 



d.
Indeed they are all worthless (false prophets and priests).





(1)
Their works are nothing.





(2)
Their molded images are wind and confusion. 

(The gods of Babylon and all other false gods have no answers. They are convicted in God’s courtroom.)
Study questions on chapter 41:
1.
Using verses 1-7 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What command is given in point I A?



-List the questions in point I B.



-What answer is given to the questions in point I C?



-According to point I D, what is the response of the world to the manifestation of 


God’s power?

2.
Using verses 8-20 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Summarize God’s message to Israel in point II A.



-According to point II B,  what will happen to those who were against Israel?



-What promises are given in point II C?



-Interpret the analogy used in point II D.  



-What will God do for the poor and needy? (II E)


-What will God plant in the wilderness?  Why is this unusual? (II E)


-According to point II F, what is God’s purpose in doing all these things?

3.
Using verses 21-29 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What spiritual analogy is used?



-According to point III A, what are the people challenged to do?


-What are the charges listed in point III B?



-Who would God raise up as an advocate and what will he do?  (III C)


-Summarize the verdict as detailed in point III D.

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 42

1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.

2 He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street.

3 A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth.

4 He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.

5 Thus saith God the Lord, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein:

6 I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles;

7 To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house.

8 I am the Lord: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.

9 Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them.

10 Sing unto the Lord a new song, and his praise from the end of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof.

11 Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains.

12 Let them give glory unto the Lord, and declare his praise in the islands.

13 The Lord shall go forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up jealousy like a man of war: he shall cry, yea, roar; he shall prevail against his enemies.

14 I have long time holden my peace; I have been still, and refrained myself: now will I cry like a travailing woman; I will destroy and devour at once.

15 I will make waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbs; and I will make the rivers islands, and I will dry up the pools.

16 And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them.

17 They shall be turned back, they shall be greatly ashamed, that trust in graven images, that say to the molten images, Ye are our gods.

18 Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may see.

19 Who is blind, but my servant? or deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who is blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the Lord's servant?

20 Seeing many things, but thou observest not; opening the ears, but he heareth not.

21 The Lord is well pleased for his righteousness' sake; he will magnify the law, and make it honourable.

22 But this is a people robbed and spoiled; they are all of them snared in holes, and they are hid in prison houses: they are for a prey, and none delivereth; for a spoil, and none saith, Restore.

23 Who among you will give ear to this? who will hearken and hear for the time to come?

24 Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers? did not the Lord, he against whom we have sinned? for they would not walk in his ways, neither were they obedient unto his law.

25 Therefore he hath poured upon him the fury of his anger, and the strength of battle: and it hath set him on fire round about, yet he knew not; and it burned him, yet he laid it not to heart.

Outline 42:

(Comfort of the exiles continued: The Messiah.)
I.
The Messiah is their comfort.  (1-9)


A.
The Messiah of Israel.


Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul delights! I 


have put My Spirit upon Him. (The Servant is Jesus Christ.  See Matthew 12:18-


21.)


B.
The  Messiah’s mission.



1.
He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles (nations).


2.
He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, nor cause His voice to be heard in 



the street. 


3.
He will not break a bruised reed.



4.
He will not quench a smoking flax.



5.
He will bring forth justice for truth. 


(A reed stands straight and looks strong, but it is easily broken.  Flax was used to 


make wick for oil lamps.  Unless the wicks were constantly cut and trimmed, they 


smoked and easily flickered out.  We can be bruised by shame, sorrow, and sin, 


but the Lord will not break us.  He also will not quench our “flickering wick”.  


After his spiritual failure,, Peter was restored again.  Jesus didn't extinguish the 


last flicker of his faith, but revived it and restored him to ministry.)


6.
He will not fail nor be discouraged until He has established justice in the 



earth.



7.
The coastlands shall wait for His law. 


C.
The Messiah’s assurance.


Thus says God the Lord: 



-Who created the heavens and stretched them out, 



-Who spread forth the earth and that which comes from it, 



-Who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk on it: 


1.
I, the Lord, have called You in righteousness and will hold Your hand.



2.
I will keep you and give you as a covenant to the people:




a.
As a light to the Gentiles (nations).




b.
To open blind eyes.




c.
To bring out prisoners from the prison and those who sit in 





darkness from the prison house. 


3.
I am the Lord, that is My name.



4.
I will not give my glory to another, nor My praise to carved images. 

D.
The Messiah’s promise.



Behold, the former things have come to pass and new things I declare--



before they spring forth I tell you of them. 

II.
The Messiahs praise.  (10-13)

A.
Sing to the Lord a new song and His praise from the ends of the earth.



1.
You who go down to the sea, and all that is in it.



2.
You coastlands and you inhabitants of them! 


(The “ends of the earth” are the Gentile nations.)


B.
Let the wilderness and its cities lift up their voice and sing:



The  villages that Kedar inhabits and the inhabitants of Sela. 


1.
Let them shout from the top of the mountains. 


2.
Let them give glory to the Lord and declare His praise in the coastlands. 
C.
The Lord:



1.
Shall go forth like a mighty man.



2.
Shall stir up His zeal like a man of war.


3.
Shall cry out, yes, shout aloud.



4.
Shall prevail against His enemies. 

III.
The Messiah’s promises. (14-17)

I have held My peace a long time, I have been still and restrained Myself.

But now:


A.
A promise of judgment.



1.
I will cry like a woman in labor, I will pant and gasp at once.


2.
I will lay waste the mountains and hills and dry up all their vegetation.



3.
I will make the rivers coastlands and I will dry up the pools. 

B.
A promise of restoration.



1.
I will bring the blind by a way they did not know.




a.
I will lead them in paths they have not known.



b.
I will make darkness light before them, and crooked places 





straight.


2.
I will do these things for them, and not forsake them. 


3.
They shall be turned back, they shall be greatly ashamed, who trust in 



carved images, who say to the molded images, 'You are our gods.' 

IV.
The Messiah’s appeal.  (18-25) 


A.
Hear, you deaf and look, you blind, that you may see. 


1.
Who is blind but My servant or deaf as My messenger whom I send?


2.
Who is blind as he who is perfect and blind as the Lord's servant?


3.
Seeing many things, but you do not observe.



4.
Opening the ears, but he does not hear. 


B.
The Lord is well pleased for His righteousness' sake. He will exalt the law and 


make it honorable.   (God is faithful, despite Israel’s unfaithfulness, as confirmed 


in the next verses.)

C.
But this is a people:



1.
Who have robbed and plundered.



2.
Who are snared in holes.



3.
Who are hidden in prison houses.



4.
Who are for prey, and no one delivers.



5.
Who are for plunder, and no one says, "Restore!" 


D.
Questions to consider:



1.
Who among you will give ear to this? 



2.
Who will listen and hear for the time to come?


3.
Who gave Jacob for plunder, and Israel to the robbers? 



4.
Was it not the Lord, He against whom we have sinned?

E.
For they would not walk in His ways, nor were they obedient to His law. 



Therefore:



1.
He has poured on him the fury of His anger and the strength of battle.



2.
It has set him on fire all around, yet he did not know.



3.
And it burned him, yet he did not take it to heart. 



(God’s people failed to understand the reason for His judgment. Judgment did 


not come because God could not protect His people, but because He must correct 


them.)
Study questions on chapter 42:
1.
Using verses 1-9 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Who is the Messiah of Israel?



-According to point I B, what is the Messiah’s mission?



-What assurances are given to Israel in point I C?



-What promise is given in point I D?

2.
Using verses 10-13 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who is admonished to praise the Messiah?



-What does point II C state regarding what the Lord will do?

3.
Using verses 14-17 and outline point  III, summarize the promises made by the Lord.



-The promise of judgment (point III A).


-The promise of restoration (point III B).

4.
Using verses 18-25 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-To whom does the Lord appeal in the opening verses of this passage? (point IV 


A)



-What do you learn about God in point IV B?



-How does God describe Israel in point IV C?



-What questions are raised in point IV D?



-According to point IV E, what did Israel refuse to do and what were the results? 

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 43

1 But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine.

2 When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.

3 For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee.

4 Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life.

5 Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west;

6 I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth;

7 Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him.

8 Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and the deaf that have ears.

9 Let all the nations be gathered together, and let the people be assembled: who among them can declare this, and shew us former things? let them bring forth their witnesses, that they may be justified: or let them hear, and say, It is truth.

10 Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me.

11 I, even I, am the Lord; and beside me there is no saviour.

12 I have declared, and have saved, and I have shewed, when there was no strange god among you: therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God.

13 Yea, before the day was I am he; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand: I will work, and who shall let it?

14 Thus saith the Lord, your redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; For your sake I have sent to Babylon, and have brought down all their nobles, and the Chaldeans, whose cry is in the ships.

15 I am the Lord, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King.

16 Thus saith the Lord, which maketh a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters;

17 Which bringeth forth the chariot and horse, the army and the power; they shall lie down together, they shall not rise: they are extinct, they are quenched as tow.

18 Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old.

19 Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.

20 The beast of the field shall honour me, the dragons and the owls: because I give waters in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to my people, my chosen.

21 This people have I formed for myself; they shall shew forth my praise.

22 But thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob; but thou hast been weary of me, O Israel.

23 Thou hast not brought me the small cattle of thy burnt offerings; neither hast thou honoured me with thy sacrifices. I have not caused thee to serve with an offering, nor wearied thee with incense.

24 Thou hast bought me no sweet cane with money, neither hast thou filled me with the fat of thy sacrifices: but thou hast made me to serve with thy sins, thou hast wearied me with thine iniquities.

25 I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.

26 Put me in remembrance: let us plead together: declare thou, that thou mayest be justified.

27 Thy first father hath sinned, and thy teachers have transgressed against me.

28 Therefore I have profaned the princes of the sanctuary, and have given Jacob to the curse, and Israel to reproaches.

Outline 43:

(Comfort of the exiles continued.)
I.
A word to God’s people.  (1-7) 


But now, thus says the Lord, who created you, oh Jacob, and He who formed you, oh 
Israel:  Fear not:

A.
Because  I have redeemed you (paid your ransom); I have called you by your 


name;
you are Mine. 


1.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.



2.
When you pass through the rivers, they shall not overflow you.


3.
When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, nor shall the 



flame scorch you. 


(Fire and water are symbolic of judgment designed to purify, not to destroy 


them.  1 Peter 4:12; 1 Corinthians 3:12-15.)


B.
Because I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior:


1.
I gave Egypt for your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in your place.


2.
Since you were precious in My sight, you have been honored, and I have 



loved you.


C.
Because I am with you, therefor I will give men for your life.



1.
I will bring your descendants from the east, and gather you from the west.




a.
I will say to the north, 'Give them up!'



b.
I will say to the south, 'Do not keep them back!'


2.
Bring My sons from afar, and My daughters from the ends of the earth.



3.
Everyone who is called by My name, whom I have created for My glory.




I have formed him, yes, I have made him. 

II.
A word to the nations.  (8-10a)


A.
Bring out the blind people who have eyes, and the deaf who have ears.

B.
Let all the nations be gathered together, and let the people be assembled.


1.
Who among them can declare this, and show us former things?


2.
Let them bring out their witnesses, that they may be justified or let them 



hear and say, "It is truth."


3.
You are My witnesses and My servant whom I have chosen, that you may 



know and believe Me and understand that I am He.
III.
Israel’s deliverer and redeemer.  (10b-21)


A.
Before Me there was no God formed, nor shall there be after Me. 


1.
I, even I, am the Lord, and besides Me there is no savior.  (There is no 



other Savior other than Jesus Christ.)


2.
I have declared and saved, I have proclaimed, and there was no foreign 



god among you.




B.
Therefore you are My witnesses, says the Lord, that I am God. 


1.
Indeed before the day was, I am He.



2.
There is no one who can deliver out of My hand.



3.
I work, and who will reverse it? 


C.
Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:


1.
For your sake I will send to Babylon, and bring them all down as fugitives 



--the Chaldeans, who rejoice in their ships. 


2.
I am the Lord, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King. 

D.
Thus says the Lord:



1.
Who makes a way in the sea and a path through the mighty waters.



2.
Who brings forth the chariot and horse, the army and the power.




a.
They shall lie down together.




b.
They shall not rise.




c.
They are extinguished.




d.
They are quenched like a wick.




(The one who opened the seas for His people will also defeat their 




enemy.)


E.
Do not remember the former things, nor consider the things of old.


1.
Behold, I will do a new thing.




a.
Now it shall spring forth.




b.
Shall you not know it?



c.
I will even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 



d.
The beast of the field will honor Me, the jackals and the ostriches, 




because I give waters in the wilderness and rivers in the desert to 




give drink to My people, My chosen. 


2.
This people I have formed for Myself: They shall declare My praise. 

IV.
Israel’s unfaithfulness.  (22-24) 

(God remained faithful, despite Israel’s unfaithfulness.)


A.
But you have not called upon Me, oh Jacob and you have been weary of Me, oh 


Israel. 

B.
You have not brought Me the sheep for your burnt offerings, nor have you 


honored Me with your sacrifices.


1.
I have not caused you to serve with grain offerings, nor wearied you with 



incense.


2.
You have bought Me no sweet cane with money, nor have you satisfied 



Me with the fat of your sacrifices.



3.
You have burdened Me with your sins, you have wearied Me with your 



iniquities. 

V.
Israel’s redemption.  (25-28)


A.
I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake and I will not 

remember your sins. 


1.
Put Me in remembrance.



2.
Let us contend together.



3.
State your case, that you may be acquitted. 



(Acknowledge your sin so you may be forgiven.)


B.
Your first father--Adam--sinned, and your mediators (priests and leaders) have 


transgressed against Me. Therefore:



1.
I will profane the princes of the sanctuary.



2.
I will give Jacob to the curse, and Israel to reproaches. 



(The leaders would be punished and all of God’s people from the divided tribes 


would go into exile.)

Study questions on chapter 43:
1.
Using verses 1-7 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What promises does God make to His people in point I A??



-According to point I B, what had God done for Israel in the past and why?  



-What promises are made in point I C?



-From where will Israel’s sons and daughters be called to return to the land?

2.
Using verses 8-10a  and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-To whom is this passage addressed?



-What are the nations challenged to do?



-What question is asked?



-What is the final declaration of this passage?

3.
Using verses 10b-21 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-What do you learn about God in this passage?  What names are used for Him and 

what acts are attributed to Him?



-What will happen to Babylon—representative of Israel’s enemies?



-What are the people admonished to forget?



-What new things does God promise He will do?



-For whom was Israel formed and for what purposes?

4.
Using verses 22-24 and outline point IV, contrast Israel’s unfaithfulness with the 
faithfulness of God.

5.
Using verses 25-28 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-Who alone blots out transgressions?



-What is Israel invited to do and for what purpose?


-What is stated regarding Adam and Israel’s priests and leaders?



-What would happen to Israel’s leaders?



-Who would go into exile as judgment from God?

6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 44

1 Yet now hear, O Jacob my servant; and Israel, whom I have chosen:

2 Thus saith the Lord that made thee, and formed thee from the womb, which will help thee; Fear not, O Jacob, my servant; and thou, Jesurun, whom I have chosen.

3 For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring:

4 And they shall spring up as among the grass, as willows by the water courses.

5 One shall say, I am the Lord's; and another shall call himself by the name of Jacob; and another shall subscribe with his hand unto the Lord, and surname himself by the name of Israel.

6 Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, and his redeemer the Lord of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.

7 And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set it in order for me, since I appointed the ancient people? and the things that are coming, and shall come, let them shew unto them.

8 Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any.

9 They that make a graven image are all of them vanity; and their delectable things shall not profit; and they are their own witnesses; they see not, nor know; that they may be ashamed.

10 Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven image that is profitable for nothing?

11 Behold, all his fellows shall be ashamed: and the workmen, they are of men: let them all be gathered together, let them stand up; yet they shall fear, and they shall be ashamed together.

12 The smith with the tongs both worketh in the coals, and fashioneth it with hammers, and worketh it with the strength of his arms: yea, he is hungry, and his strength faileth: he drinketh no water, and is faint.

13 The carpenter stretcheth out his rule; he marketh it out with a line; he fitteth it with planes, and he marketh it out with the compass, and maketh it after the figure of a man, according to the beauty of a man; that it may remain in the house.

14 He heweth him down cedars, and taketh the cypress and the oak, which he strengtheneth for himself among the trees of the forest: he planteth an ash, and the rain doth nourish it.

15 Then shall it be for a man to burn: for he will take thereof, and warm himself; yea, he kindleth it, and baketh bread; yea, he maketh a god, and worshippeth it; he maketh it a graven image, and falleth down thereto.

16 He burneth part thereof in the fire; with part thereof he eateth flesh; he roasteth roast, and is satisfied: yea, he warmeth himself, and saith, Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire:

17 And the residue thereof he maketh a god, even his graven image: he falleth down unto it, and worshippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver me; for thou art my god.

18 They have not known nor understood: for he hath shut their eyes, that they cannot see; and their hearts, that they cannot understand.

19 And none considereth in his heart, neither is there knowledge nor understanding to say, I have burned part of it in the fire; yea, also I have baked bread upon the coals thereof; I have roasted flesh, and eaten it: and shall I make the residue thereof an abomination? shall I fall down to the stock of a tree?

20 He feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand?

21 Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for thou art my servant: I have formed thee; thou art my servant: O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me.

22 I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee.

23 Sing, O ye heavens; for the Lord hath done it: shout, ye lower parts of the earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains, O forest, and every tree therein: for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel.

24 Thus saith the Lord, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the Lord that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself;

25 That frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh diviners mad; that turneth wise men backward, and maketh their knowledge foolish;

26 That confirmeth the word of his servant, and performeth the counsel of his messengers; that saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited; and to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will raise up the decayed places thereof:

27 That saith to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry up thy rivers:

28 That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.

Outline  44:

(God's blessing on Israel; the true God; false gods; Israel and Judah will be restored.) 
I.
God's blessing on Israel.  (1-5) 


But hear me now, oh Jacob My servant, and Israel whom I have chosen. Thus says the 

Lord who made you and formed you from the womb, who will help you:

A.
Fear not, oh Jacob My servant and you, Jeshurun, whom I have chosen. 


(Jacob—meaning the deceiver—is viewed spiritually as Jeshurun, which is a term 

of endearment meaning “the upright one”.)


B.
For I will pour water on him who is thirsty, and floods on the dry ground.


C.
I will pour My Spirit on your descendants, and My blessing on your offspring 


(Joel 2:28-32).



1.
They will spring up among the grass like willows by the watercourses.


2.
One will say, 'I am the Lord's'.



3.
Another will call himself by the name of Jacob.



4.
Another will write with his hand, 'The Lord's,' and name himself by the 



name of Israel. 
II.
The true God.  (6-8) 


Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of Hosts:

A.
I am the First and I am the Last: Besides Me there is no God. 

B.
And who can proclaim as I do?


1.
Then let him declare it and set it in order for Me, since I appointed the 



ancient people.


2.
And the things that are coming and shall come--let them show these to 



them. 

C.
Do not fear, nor be afraid.



1.
Have I not told you from that time, and declared it?


2.
You are My witnesses.

D.
Is there a God besides Me? 



1.
Indeed there is no other Rock.



2.
I know not one. 

III.
False gods.  (9-20) 


A.
Those who make an image, all of them are useless, and their precious things shall 


not profit.


B.
They are their own witnesses.



1.
They neither see nor know, that they may be ashamed.


2.
Who would form a god or mold an image that profits him nothing? 


3.
Surely all his companions would be ashamed.


C.
The workmen are mere men.


1.
Let them all be gathered together.



2.
Let them stand up.



3.
Yet they shall fear.



4.
They shall be ashamed together. 


(Even if all the idolaters were to gather together in a united force they would still 


fear and be ashamed before God.)


D.
The blacksmith with the tongs works one in the coals.



1.
He fashions it with hammers and works it with the strength of his arms.


2.
Even so, he is hungry, and his strength fails. He drinks no water and is 



faint. 


E.
The craftsman stretches out his rule.



1.
He marks one out with chalk.



2.
He fashions it with a plane.



3.
He marks it out with the compass.



4.
He makes it like the figure of a man, according to the beauty of a man, that 


it may remain in the house. 


5.
He cuts down cedars for himself and takes the cypress and the oak.




a.
He secures it for himself among the trees of the forest.



b.
He plants a pine, and the rain nourishes it.  




c.
Then it shall be for a man to burn.





(1)
For he will take some of it and warm himself.





(2)
Yes, he kindles it and bakes bread.



6.
He makes a god and worships it.




a.
He makes it a carved image, and falls down to it. 



b.
He burns half of it in the fire.





(1)
With this half he eats meat.





(2)
He roasts a roast, and is satisfied.



c.
He even warms himself and says, "Ah! I am warm, I have seen the 




fire." 


7.
The rest of it he makes into a god, his carved image.



a.
He falls down before it and worships it.




b.
He prays to it and says, "Deliver me, for you are my god!" 


F.
They do not know nor understand.



1.
For He has shut their eyes, so that they cannot see and their hearts, so that 



they cannot understand. 


2.
No one considers in his heart, nor is there knowledge nor understanding to 


say:




a.
I have burned half of it in the fire.




b.
I have also baked bread on its coals.




c.
I have roasted meat and eaten it.




d.
Shall I make the rest of it an abomination?



e.
Shall I fall down before a block of wood?

G.
He feeds on ashes (worthlessness).



1.
A deceived heart has turned him aside.



2.
He cannot deliver his soul nor say, "Is there not a lie in my right hand?" 
IV.
Israel will be restored.  (21- 23)

A.
Remember these, oh Jacob and Israel, for you are My servant.



1.
I have formed you.



2.
You are My servant.


B.
Oh Israel, you will not be forgotten by Me!


1.
I have blotted out, like a thick cloud, your transgressions, and like a cloud, 


your sins.


2.
Return to Me, for I have redeemed you. 


C.
Sing, oh heavens, for the Lord has done it!


1.
Shout, you lower parts of the earth.



2.
Break forth into singing, you mountains, oh forest, and every tree in it!


3.
For the Lord has redeemed Jacob and glorified Himself in Israel. 


(Psalm 96:11-13:  Creation glorifies the Creator.)

V.
Judah will be restored.  (24-28) 


Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer and He who formed you from the womb:

I am the Lord:


A.
Who makes all things.

B.
Who stretches out the heavens all alone.


C.
Who spreads abroad the earth by Myself.


D.
Who frustrates the signs of the babblers and drives diviners mad.


E.
Who turns wise men backward and makes their knowledge foolishness.


F.
Who confirms the word of His servant and performs the counsel of His 



messengers.


G.
Who says to Jerusalem, 'You shall be inhabited,' and to the cities of Judah, 'You 


shall be built,' and I will raise up her waste places.


H.
Who says to the deep, 'Be dry! And I will dry up your rivers';


(Prophetic regarding the drying up of the River Euphrates.)


I.
Who says of Cyrus, 'He is My shepherd, and he shall perform all My pleasure: 


1.
Saying to Jerusalem, "You shall be built"


2.
And to the temple, "Your foundation shall be laid."' 


(This prophetic word was written 100 years before its fulfillment.  Cyrus would conquer 
Jerusalem in 539 B.C. and would give the Jews permission to return to their land and 
build a temple. He was not necessarily a godly man, but was a man used by God. More 
on Cyrus in the next chapter.  The idols could not predict the future, but God could!)
Study questions on chapter 44:
1.
Using verses 1-5 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-To whom is this passage addressed?



-What assurances are given from the Lord?



-What does God say He will do for those who are thirsty and dry spiritually?



-What does God promise to pour upon the descendants of His people and what 


will be the results?

2.
Using verses 6-8 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What does God declare concerning Himself?



-What questions does God aske?



-What challenge does God give?



-What assurances does He give?

3.
Using verses 9-20 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-How are idols described?



-How are the people who make idols described?



-How will idolaters feel when they stand before the true God?



-Describe the process of the idolatrous craftsmen ad detailed in point III E.



-According to point III F, what do the idolaters fail to understand?



-What do you learn about the futility of trusting in idols (point III G)?

4.
Using verses 21-23 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What is Israel admonished to remember?



-What assurances are given to Israel regarding their sin?



-What appeal is made to Israel?



-What are the heavens and earth admonished to do and why?

5.
Using verses 24-28 and outline point V A-I, list nine statements God makes regarding 
Himself (all starting with the word “who”).

6.
Using the final outline note, summarize the prophetic word given in this chapter.

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 45

1 Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut;

2 I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron:

3 And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the Lord, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel.

4 For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me.

5 I am the Lord, and there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me:

6 That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the Lord, and there is none else.

7 I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the Lord do all these things.

8 Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness: let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together; I the Lord have created it.

9 Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker! Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, What makest thou? or thy work, He hath no hands?

10 Woe unto him that saith unto his father, What begettest thou? or to the woman, What hast thou brought forth?

11 Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye me.

12 I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded.

13 I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct all his ways: he shall build my city, and he shall let go my captives, not for price nor reward, saith the Lord of hosts.

14 Thus saith the Lord, The labour of Egypt, and merchandise of Ethiopia and of the Sabeans, men of stature, shall come over unto thee, and they shall be thine: they shall come after thee; in chains they shall come over, and they shall fall down unto thee, they shall make supplication unto thee, saying, Surely God is in thee; and there is none else, there is no God.

15 Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour.

16 They shall be ashamed, and also confounded, all of them: they shall go to confusion together that are makers of idols.

17 But Israel shall be saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation: ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded world without end.

18 For thus saith the Lord that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the Lord; and there is none else.

19 I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth: I said not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain: I the Lord speak righteousness, I declare things that are right.

20 Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, ye that are escaped of the nations: they have no knowledge that set up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a god that cannot save.

21 Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? have not I the Lord? and there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me.

22 Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.

23 I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.

24 Surely, shall one say, in the Lord have I righteousness and strength: even to him shall men come; and all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed.

25 In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.

Outline  45:

(Cyrus, the servant; the Lord, the Savior; an invitation to the nations.)
I.
Cyrus: God's instrument. (1-13)

(As a deliverer of God’s people, Cyrus is a type of the Messiah.)


A.
Thus says the Lord to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have held:



-To subdue nations before him and loose the armor of kings.



-To open before him the double doors, so that the gates will not be shut.



(Cyrus was anointed by God with divine purpose, even though he did not realize it 

himself or openly acknowledge God.)



1.
I will go before you and make the crooked places straight.



2.
I will break in pieces the gates of bronze and cut the bars of iron.


3.
I will give you the treasures of darkness and hidden riches of secret places 



so that you may know that I, the Lord, Who call you by your name, am the 


God of Israel. 

B.
For Jacob My servant's sake, and Israel My elect:



1.
I have even called you (Cyrus) by your name.



2.
I have named you, though you have not known Me. (Cyrus didn’t know 



God, but God knew him!  This was a century before his birth. A strong 



verse to use against abortion.)


3.
I am the Lord, and there is no other--there is no God besides Me.


4.
I will gird you, though you have not known Me, so that they may know 



from the rising of the sun to its setting that there is none besides Me.



(God is sovereign, and accomplishes His purposes  even through those 



who do not know Him.)


C.
I am the Lord, and there is no other.



1.
I form the light and create darkness.



2.
I make peace and create calamity.



3.
I, the Lord, do all these things. 


D.
Rain down, you heavens, from above.



1.
Let the skies pour down righteousness.



2.
Let the earth open.



3.
Let them bring forth salvation.



4.
Let righteousness spring up together.


…I, the Lord, have created it. 


E.
Woe to him who strives with his Maker! (Who disrespects God’s plan.)


1.
Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth!



(The analogy is of a broken piece of pottery striving with other broken 



pots.)



2.
Shall the clay say to him who forms it: 'What are you making?'


3.
Or shall your handiwork say: 'He has no hands'?


4.
Woe to him who says to his father: 'What are you begetting?'


5.
Woe to him who says to the woman: 'What have you brought forth?' 


F.
Thus says the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker:


1.
Ask Me of things to come concerning My sons and concerning the work 



of My hands, you command Me. 


2.
I have made the earth and created man on it.


3.
I--My hands--stretched out the heavens and all their host I have 




commanded. (God stretched out the heavens so far that mankind is still 



exploring it after thousands of years.)


4.
I have raised him (Cyrus) up in righteousness, and I will direct all his 



ways.



5.
He shall build My city and let My exiles go free, not for price nor reward. 

II.
The Lord God: The Savior. (14-19)

Thus says the Lord:


A.
The labor of Egypt and merchandise of Cush and of the Sabeans, men of stature, 


shall come over to you, and they shall be yours:



1.
They shall walk behind you.



2.
They shall come over in chains.



3.
They shall bow down to you.


4.
They will make supplication to you, saying:




a.
Surely God is in you, and there is no other.




b.
There is no other God. 




c.
Truly You are God, who hide Yourself, oh God of Israel, the 




Savior! 

B.
They shall be ashamed and also disgraced, all of them. They shall go in confusion 

together, who are makers of idols. 

C.
But Israel shall be saved by the Lord with an everlasting salvation.  You shall not 


be ashamed or disgraced forever and ever. 


D.
For thus says the Lord:



1.
Who created the heavens.



2.
Who is God.



3.
Who formed the earth and made it.



4.
Who has established it.



5.
Who did not create it in vain.



6.
Who formed it to be inhabited...


E.
Thus saith the Lord:



1.
I am the Lord, and there is no other. 


2.
I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth.



3.
I did not say to the seed of Jacob, 'Seek Me in vain'.



4.
I, the Lord, speak righteousness, I declare things that are right. 

III.
An invitation to the nations.  (20-25)


A.
Assemble yourselves and come. Draw near together you who have escaped from 


the nations.


1.
They have no knowledge, who carry the wood of their carved image, and 



pray to a god that cannot save. 


2.
Tell and bring forth your case. Yes, let them take counsel together.



a.
Who has declared this from ancient time? 



b.
Who has told it from that time?



c.
Have not I, the Lord?


3.
And there is no other God besides Me,  a just God and a Savior.



4.
There is none besides Me. 


B.
Look to Me, and be saved, all you ends of the earth!


1.
For I am God, and there is no other.


2.
I have sworn by Myself: The word has gone out of My mouth in 




righteousness, and shall not return (Hebrews 6:13).


3.
That to Me every knee shall bow and every tongue shall take an oath. 



He shall say: 
“Surely in the Lord I have righteousness and strength.”


4.
To Him men shall come, and all shall be ashamed who are incensed 



against Him. 


5.
In the Lord all the descendants of Israel shall be justified and shall 




glory. 

Study questions on chapter 45:
1.
Using verses 1-13 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Who has the Lord raised up and anointed?



-What are the stated purposes for this man?



-What three “I will” promises are given to him in point I A?



-Summarize God’s other statements regarding this man listed in point I B.



-What does the Lord declare regarding Himself in point I C?



-What commands are given to the heavens and earth in point I D?



-What warnings are given in point I E?  What analogy is used? 



-What statements are made regarding the heavens, the earth, and the Creator?



-Who does God reiterate that He has raised up and for what purposes?

2.
Using verses 14-19 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Summarize what is stated regarding Egypt, Cush, and the Sabeans.



-What promises are made to Israel?



-Using points II D and E, summarize what is stated regarding God.

3.
Using verses 20-25 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What invitation is extended to the nations?



-What is stated regarding idolaters?



-What does God state regarding Himself?



-To whom must the world look for salvation?



-What confirmation does God give regarding His promises?  See also Hebrews 


6:13.



-Before whom will every person someday bow?



-What confession/oath will be made by all men?



-To whom will all men come?



-Who will be ashamed in that day?



-What is the closing statement regarding Israel and the Lord? 
4.
What phrase, repeated in verses 5-6; 14; 18; and 21-22, confirms the divine source of this 
prophecy?

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 46

1 Bel boweth down, Nebo stoopeth, their idols were upon the beasts, and upon the cattle: your carriages were heavy loaden; they are a burden to the weary beast.

2 They stoop, they bow down together; they could not deliver the burden, but themselves are gone into captivity.

3 Hearken unto me, O house of Jacob, and all the remnant of the house of Israel, which are borne by me from the belly, which are carried from the womb:

4 And even to your old age I am he; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you.

5 To whom will ye liken me, and make me equal, and compare me, that we may be like?

6 They lavish gold out of the bag, and weigh silver in the balance, and hire a goldsmith; and he maketh it a god: they fall down, yea, they worship.

7 They bear him upon the shoulder, they carry him, and set him in his place, and he standeth; from his place shall he not remove: yea, one shall cry unto him, yet can he not answer, nor save him out of his trouble.

8 Remember this, and shew yourselves men: bring it again to mind, O ye transgressors.

9 Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me,

10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:

11 Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth my counsel from a far country: yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it.

12 Hearken unto me, ye stouthearted, that are far from righteousness:

13 I bring near my righteousness; it shall not be far off, and my salvation shall not tarry: and I will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory.

Outline 46:

(The failure of idols and the faithfulness of God.)
I.
Their idols failed.  (1-2)


A.
Bel bows down, Nebo stoops.  (Bel was the Babylonian sun god.  Nebo was his 


son, the god of writing and learning.)

B.
Their idols were on the beasts and on the cattle.

C.
Your carriages were heavily loaded, a burden to the weary beast. 

D.
They stoop, they bow down together.


E.
They could not deliver the burden, but have themselves gone into captivity. 

(They carried their gods into battle, to no avail.  Their gods went into captivity with 
them.)

II.
God remains faithful.  (3-4)


Listen to Me, oh house of Jacob, and all the remnant of the house of Israel who have been 
upheld by Me from birth who have been carried from the womb even to your old age:


A.
I am He.


B.
Even to gray hairs (when you are old) I will carry you!

C.
I have made, and I will bear.


D.
Even I will carry, and will deliver you.  


(Note in verses 1-2, the people carried their idols while God carried His 



people.  God will carry you through every difficult experience of your life.)

III.
Contrasts between idols and the true God.  (5-13)

A.
Idols.



To whom will you liken Me, and make Me equal and compare Me that we 



should be alike? 


1.
They lavish gold out of the bag, and weigh silver on the scales.



2.
They hire a goldsmith, and he makes it a god.



3.
They prostrate themselves, yes, they worship.


4.
They bear it on the shoulder (in religious procession), they carry it and set 



it in its place, and it stands--from its place it shall not move.


5.
Though they cry out to it, yet it cannot answer nor save them out of their 



trouble. 



(We may not make actual images, but do we make “gods” of gold and silver by 


our materialistic attitudes and life styles?)


B.
The true God.



1.
Remember this, and show yourselves men.  




a.
Recall to mind, oh you transgressors. 





b.
Remember the former things of old.



2.
For I am God, and there is no other. I am God, and there is none like Me:




a.
Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times 




things that are not yet done, saying, 'My counsel shall stand, and I 




will do all My 
pleasure,'   (God will accomplish His purposes.)



b.
Calling a bird of prey from the east, the man who executes My 




counsel, from a far country (a reference to Cyrus).



c.
Indeed I have spoken it and I will also bring it to pass. I have 




purposed it and I will also do it. 



3.
Listen to Me, you stubborn-hearted, who are far from righteousness:



a.
I bring My righteousness near, it shall not be far off.




b.
My salvation shall not linger. (He would no longer delay in 





bringing salvation forth.)



c.
And I will place salvation in Zion, for Israel My glory. 

Study questions on chapter 46:
1.
Using verses 1-2 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Who are Bel and Nebo?



-How were the idols transported into battle?



-What happened to the people who trusted in false gods?

2.
Using verses 3-4  and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What attribute of God is reflected in these verses?



-What promises are made by God to His people?

3.
Using verses 5-13 and outline point III, contrast the idols with the true and living God.
4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 47

1 Come down, and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon, sit on the ground: there is no throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more be called tender and delicate.

2 Take the millstones, and grind meal: uncover thy locks, make bare the leg, uncover the thigh, pass over the rivers.

3 Thy nakedness shall be uncovered, yea, thy shame shall be seen: I will take vengeance, and I will not meet thee as a man.

4 As for our redeemer, the Lord of hosts is his name, the Holy One of Israel.

5 Sit thou silent, and get thee into darkness, O daughter of the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more be called, The lady of kingdoms.

6 I was wroth with my people, I have polluted mine inheritance, and given them into thine hand: thou didst shew them no mercy; upon the ancient hast thou very heavily laid thy yoke.

7 And thou saidst, I shall be a lady for ever: so that thou didst not lay these things to thy heart, neither didst remember the latter end of it.

8 Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to pleasures, that dwellest carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me; I shall not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the loss of children:

9 But these two things shall come to thee in a moment in one day, the loss of children, and widowhood: they shall come upon thee in their perfection for the multitude of thy sorceries, and for the great abundance of thine enchantments.

10 For thou hast trusted in thy wickedness: thou hast said, None seeth me. Thy wisdom and thy knowledge, it hath perverted thee; and thou hast said in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me.

11 Therefore shall evil come upon thee; thou shalt not know from whence it riseth: and mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be able to put it off: and desolation shall come upon thee suddenly, which thou shalt not know.

12 Stand now with thine enchantments, and with the multitude of thy sorceries, wherein thou hast laboured from thy youth; if so be thou shalt be able to profit, if so be thou mayest prevail.

13 Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these things that shall come upon thee.

14 Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves from the power of the flame: there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor fire to sit before it.

15 Thus shall they be unto thee with whom thou hast laboured, even thy merchants, from thy youth: they shall wander every one to his quarter; none shall save thee.

Outline 47:

(Babylon's downfall.)
I.
Babylon will be judged.  (1-3)


(See also Isaiah 13,14, and 21.) 


A.
Come down and sit in the dust, oh virgin daughter of Babylon.



1.
Sit on the ground without a throne, oh daughter of the Chaldeans!


2.
For you shall no more be called tender and delicate.


3.
Take the millstones and grind meal.


(Babylon was originally like a virgin—in that she had never been conquered by 


enemy nations. Now she is compared to a slave girl grinding flour.)


B.
Remove your veil, take off the skirt, uncover the thigh, pass through the rivers.


1.
Your nakedness shall be uncovered.



2.
Your shame will be seen.



3.
I will take vengeance.



4.
I will not arbitrate with a man. 


(Babylon is shamed like a harlot whose sin is revealed.)

II.
The Lord will redeem and reign: (4)


As for our Redeemer:


A.
The Lord of Hosts is His name.


B.
He is the Holy One of Israel. 
III.
Reasons for Babylon's judgment.  (5-11)


A.
Sit in silence, and go into darkness, oh daughter of the Chaldeans, for you shall no 

longer be called The Lady (queen) of Kingdoms.

B.
I was angry with My people.



1.
I have profaned My inheritance and given them into your hand.



(This is the reason Babylon was allowed to conquer Israel.)



2.
You showed them no mercy.



3.
On the elderly you laid your yoke very heavily.

C.
And you said, 'I shall be a lady forever,' so that you did not take these things to 


heart, nor remember the latter end of them.  (The Babylonians believed they would 

not be judged for their sin.  They failed to think about the future consequences of 


their actions.) 


D.
Therefore hear this now:



1.
You who are given to pleasures.



2.
You who dwell securely.



3.
You who say in your heart:




a.
I am, and there is no one else besides me.




b.
I shall not sit as a widow, nor shall I know the loss of children.



(This was a pleasure-seeking, proud, and arrogant nation.)


E.
But these two things shall come to you In a moment, in one day:


1.
The loss of children and widowhood.  (Their demise was compared to 



becoming widowed and childless in one day.) 


2.
They shall come upon you in their fullness because of the multitude of 



your sorceries and the great abundance of your enchantments. 




(They used the occult to try to “charm” away the judgment to come.)


F.
For you have trusted in your wickedness.



1.
You have said, 'No one sees me'.



2.
Your wisdom and your knowledge have warped you.



3
You have said in your heart: I am, and there is no one else besides me.



(They were independent of God, claiming to be gods themselves.)

G.
Therefore:



1.
Evil shall come upon you and you shall not know from where it arises.


2.
Trouble shall fall upon you and you will not be able to put it off.


3.
Desolation shall come upon you suddenly, which you shall not know. 
IV.
Assurance of Babylon's judgment.  (12-15)

A.
Stand (persist) now with your enchantments and the multitude of your sorceries  


in which you have labored from your youth.



1.
Perhaps you will be able to profit.



2.
Perhaps you will prevail. 

B.
You are wearied in the multitude of your counsels. Let now the astrologers, the 


stargazers, and the monthly prognosticators stand up and save you from what 


shall come upon you. (God is saying that since they trusted in the occult, let their 


astrologers, fortune tellers, etc., save them from judgment. Note that astronomy is 

not the same as astrology.  Astronomy is the scientific study of stars.  Astrology is 


falsely foretelling the future by the stars and is forbidden by God.)  

C.
An analogy:  Behold, they shall be as stubble:



1.
The fire shall burn them.



2.
They shall not deliver themselves from the power of the flame.



3.
It shall not be a coal to be warmed by, nor a fire to sit before! 


4.
Thus shall they be to you with whom you have labored, your merchants 



from your youth.




a.
They shall wander each one to his quarter.



b.
No one shall save you. 

Study questions on chapter 47:
1.
Using verses 1-3 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-To whom is this prophetic word addressed?



-What commands are given in this passage?



-What would soon be revealed and what would be the results?

2.
Using verse 4 and outline point II, summarize what is revealed regarding the Lord.

3.
Using verses 5-11 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What command is given to Babylon in point A?



-According to point B, why was God angry with His people?



-Why was God angry with Babylon?  (III C)


-What is revealed regarding Babylon in point III D?



-According to point III E, what two things would come upon Babylon in one day?



-What wickedness of Babylon is detailed in point III F.



-According to point III G, what will be the results of Babylon’s wickedness?

4.
Using verses 12-15  and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What assurances of judgment are given in this passage?


-What analogy is used in point IV C?

5.
Compare this chapter with the destruction of end-time Babylon in Revelation chapter 18.
6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 48

1 Hear ye this, O house of Jacob, which are called by the name of Israel, and are come forth out of the waters of Judah, which swear by the name of the Lord, and make mention of the God of Israel, but not in truth, nor in righteousness.

2 For they call themselves of the holy city, and stay themselves upon the God of Israel; The Lord of hosts is his name.

3 I have declared the former things from the beginning; and they went forth out of my mouth, and I shewed them; I did them suddenly, and they came to pass.

4 Because I knew that thou art obstinate, and thy neck is an iron sinew, and thy brow brass;

5 I have even from the beginning declared it to thee; before it came to pass I shewed it thee: lest thou shouldest say, Mine idol hath done them, and my graven image, and my molten image, hath commanded them.

6 Thou hast heard, see all this; and will not ye declare it? I have shewed thee new things from this time, even hidden things, and thou didst not know them.

7 They are created now, and not from the beginning; even before the day when thou heardest them not; lest thou shouldest say, Behold, I knew them.

8 Yea, thou heardest not; yea, thou knewest not; yea, from that time that thine ear was not opened: for I knew that thou wouldest deal very treacherously, and wast called a transgressor from the womb.

9 For my name's sake will I defer mine anger, and for my praise will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not off.

10 Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.

11 For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will I do it: for how should my name be polluted? and I will not give my glory unto another.

12 Hearken unto me, O Jacob and Israel, my called; I am he; I am the first, I also am the last.

13 Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand hath spanned the heavens: when I call unto them, they stand up together.

14 All ye, assemble yourselves, and hear; which among them hath declared these things? The Lord hath loved him: he will do his pleasure on Babylon, and his arm shall be on the Chaldeans.

15 I, even I, have spoken; yea, I have called him: I have brought him, and he shall make his way prosperous.

16 Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord God, and his Spirit, hath sent me.

17 Thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; I am the Lord thy God which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go.

18 O that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea:

19 Thy seed also had been as the sand, and the offspring of thy bowels like the gravel thereof; his name should not have been cut off nor destroyed from before me.

20 Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the Chaldeans, with a voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter it even to the end of the earth; say ye, The Lord hath redeemed his servant Jacob.

21 And they thirsted not when he led them through the deserts: he caused the waters to flow out of the rock for them: he clave the rock also, and the waters gushed out.

22 There is no peace, saith the Lord, unto the wicked.

Outline 48:

(A message to Israel.)

I.
Israel is disciplined for God's glory.  (1-11) 


A.
Hear this, oh house of Jacob:



1.
Who are called by the name of Israel.




(Jacob is their name in the natural. Israel is their spiritual name.)



2.
Who have come forth from the wellsprings of Judah.



3.
Who swear by the name of the Lord and make mention of the God of 



Israel, but not in truth or in righteousness.  (This “swearing” refers to 



professing loyalty to the Lord while continuing to live in sin.)


4.
Who call themselves after the holy city (Jerusalem).



5.
Who lean on the God of Israel--the Lord of Hosts is His name. 


B.
God says:



1.
I have declared the former things from the beginning:




a.
They went forth from My mouth.




b.
I caused them to hear it.



c.
Suddenly I did them, and they came to pass. 


2.
Because I knew that you were obstinate, and your neck was an iron sinew, 



and your brow bronze: Even from the beginning I have declared it to you.




Before it came to pass I proclaimed it to you, lest you should say:




a.
My idol has done them.




b.
My carved image and my molded image have commanded them. 



(Because the people attributed both good and bad to their idols, God 



warned them ahead of time so they would know the judgment was from 



Him.)



3.
You have heard--see all this. 
And will you not declare it?



a.
I have made you hear new things from this time, even hidden 




things, and you did not know them.  (Israel did not heed the things 




God revealed in the past. Now He will reveal new things to them.)



b.
They are created now and not from the beginning.




c.
Before this day you have not heard them, lest you should say, 




'Of course I knew them.' 



d.
Surely you did not hear, surely you did not know, surely from long 



ago your ear was not opened.


4.
For I knew that you would deal very treacherously, and were called a 



transgressor from the womb. 


5.
For My name's sake I will defer My anger, and for My praise I will 



restrain it from you, so that I do not cut you off. (God’s deferred anger is 



for your benefit allowing time to repent:  Ephesians 1:4; 2 Peter 3:15.)


6.
Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver. I have tested you in the 



furnace of affliction.  (We are refined, tested, and chosen by God through 



affliction of trials, circumstances, judgment, etc..)


7.
For My own sake, for My own sake, I will do it.




a.
For how should My name be profaned?



b.
And I will not give My glory to another. 

II.
Israel is redeemed and chosen for God’s purposes.  (12-13) 


Listen to Me, oh Jacob and Israel, My called:

A.
I am He, I am the First, I am also the Last (Revelation 1:17). 

B.
Indeed, My hand has laid the foundation of the earth, and My right hand has 


stretched out the heavens: When I call to them, they stand up together. 

III.
All of you, assemble yourselves, and hear! Who among them has declared these 


things?  (14-16)

A.
The Lord loves him (Cyrus of Persia).

B.
He shall do His pleasure on Babylon.


C.
His arm shall be against the Chaldeans (Babylonians). 

D.
I, even I, have spoken: Yes, I have called him, I have brought him, and his 


way will prosper. 


E.
Come near to Me, hear this:


1.
I have not spoken in secret from the beginning.



2.
From the time that it was, I was there.


3.
And now the Lord God and His Spirit Have sent Me. 


(The prophecy regarding Cyrus was given over 100 years before his birth.)

IV.
Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:  (17-19)

A.
I am the Lord your God, who teaches you to profit and who leads you by 



the way you should go. 

B
Oh, that you had heeded My commandments!


1.
Then your peace would have been like a river (constantly flowing).



2.
Then your righteousness would be like the waves of the sea (never 




ceasing).


3.
Then your descendants also would have been like the sand. 





4.
Then your offspring of your body like the grains of sand (innumerable). 


5.
Then His name would not have been cut off nor destroyed from 




before Me. 

V.
Go forth from Babylon! Flee from the Chaldeans!  (20-22)

(Some had settled down in Babylon and were complacent and reluctant to leave.  They 
felt secure in their bondage.)


A.
With a voice of singing, declare, proclaim this, utter it to the end of the earth.  


Say:



1.
The Lord has redeemed His servant Jacob!


2.
And they did not thirst when He led them through the deserts.




a.
He caused the waters to flow from the rock for them.




b.
He also split the rock, and the waters gushed out. 


B.
There is no peace," says the Lord, "for the wicked." 



(There is no peace apart from Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace.)
Study questions on chapter 48:
1.
Using verses 1-11 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-According to point I A,  to whom is this passage addressed?



-What had God done for Israel in the past?



-How is Israel described in this passage?



-What new things was God declaring?



-Why was God giving Israel knowledge of these things before they occurred?



-Why did God defer His anger?



-How was Israel refined and tested?



-What closing statement does God make in this passage regarding the reason for 


judgment?

2.
Using verses 12-13 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-To whom is this passage addressed?



-What is revealed regarding God?



-What names are used for God?

3.
Using verses 14-16 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-Who is the subject of this passage?



-Who has called this man and for what purposes?



-What enemy of Israel will this man conquer?
4.
Using verses 17-19 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-According to the opening verse in this passage, what had God done for Israel in 


times past?



-What would have been the results if Israel had heeded God’s commandments? 

5.
Using verses 20-22 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-What admonition is given in the opening verse of this passage?



-What were the people to declare and proclaim?



-What final warning is given to the wicked in the closing verse of this chapter.
6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 49

1 Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people, from far; The Lord hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name.

2 And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made me a polished shaft; in his quiver hath he hid me;

3 And said unto me, Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified.

4 Then I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought, and in vain: yet surely my judgment is with the Lord, and my work with my God.

5 And now, saith the Lord that formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob again to him, Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my God shall be my strength.

6 And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.

7 Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One, to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the nation abhorreth, to a servant of rulers, Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, because of the Lord that is faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, and he shall choose thee.

8 Thus saith the Lord, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages;

9 That thou mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth; to them that are in darkness, Shew yourselves. They shall feed in the ways, and their pastures shall be in all high places.

10 They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall he guide them.

11 And I will make all my mountains a way, and my highways shall be exalted.

12 Behold, these shall come from far: and, lo, these from the north and from the west; and these from the land of Sinim.

13 Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O mountains: for the Lord hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted.

14 But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me.

15 Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee.

16 Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually before me.

17 Thy children shall make haste; thy destroyers and they that made thee waste shall go forth of thee.

18 Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: all these gather themselves together, and come to thee. As I live, saith the Lord, thou shalt surely clothe thee with them all, as with an ornament, and bind them on thee, as a bride doeth.

19 For thy waste and thy desolate places, and the land of thy destruction, shall even now be too narrow by reason of the inhabitants, and they that swallowed thee up shall be far away.

20 The children which thou shalt have, after thou hast lost the other, shall say again in thine ears, The place is too strait for me: give place to me that I may dwell.

21 Then shalt thou say in thine heart, Who hath begotten me these, seeing I have lost my children, and am desolate, a captive, and removing to and fro? and who hath brought up these? Behold, I was left alone; these, where had they been?

22 Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my standard to the people: and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders.

23 And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers: they shall bow down to thee with their face toward the earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet; and thou shalt know that I am the Lord: for they shall not be ashamed that wait for me.

24 Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful captive delivered?

25 But thus saith the Lord, Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be delivered: for I will contend with him that contendeth with thee, and I will save thy children.

26 And I will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh; and they shall be drunken with their own blood, as with sweet wine: and all flesh shall know that I the Lord am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob.

(Chapters 49-57 are messages of comfort to the exiles through prophecies about their coming Redeemer, the Messiah, Jesus Christ.) 
Outline 49:

(The Messiah:  A light to the world.)
I.
The Messiah will be a light to the world.  (1-3) 

(Jesus Christ.)


Listen, oh coastlands, to Me, and take heed, you peoples from afar (Gentile 


nations).  The Lord:

A.
Has called Me from the womb.


B.
Has made mention of me from the matrix of my mother (Luke 1:31).


C.
Has made My mouth like a sharp sword (Revelation 19:15).


D.
Has hidden me in the shadow of His hand.


E.
Has made me a polished shaft.


F.
Has hidden me In His quiver. 


G.
Has said to me: You are My servant, oh Israel, in whom I will be glorified.


(The Messiah is called “Israel” here, as He fulfilled what Israel was 



supposed to do:  Represent God to the world.)
II.
The Messiah, though rejected, will be a light to Israel.  (4-6a)


A.
Then I said:



1.
I have labored in vain (for Israel).



2.
I have spent my strength for nothing and in vain.



3.
Yet surely my just reward is with the Lord and my work with my God.


(Though rejected by Israel, Jesus had not labored in vain.  Israel’s rejection 


opened a door to the Gentile nations.)


B.
And now the Lord says, Who formed me from the womb to be His servant:



1.
Go bring Jacob back to Him, so that Israel is gathered to Him.



2.
For I shall be glorious in the eyes of the Lord.



3.
And My God shall be My strength. 

C.
Indeed He says: It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant:



1.
To raise up the tribes of Jacob.



2.
To restore the preserved ones of Israel.

III.
The Messiah will make Israel a light to the Gentiles (nations).  (6b-7)


A.
I will also give you as a light to the Gentiles, so that You should be My salvation 


to the ends of the earth (Acts 13:47). 


B.
Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, their Holy One:



1.
To Him whom man despises, to Him whom the nation abhors, to the 



Servant of rulers.



2.
Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, because of the Lord 



who is faithful, The Holy One of Israel.



3.
And He has chosen You. 

IV.
The Messiah will bring the light of redemption and restoration to Israel.  (8-26)

A.
In an acceptable time  (the fullness of God’s time) I have heard You, and in the 


day of salvation I have helped You. I will preserve You and give You as a 



covenant to the people:



1.
To restore the earth.



2.
To cause them to inherit the desolate heritages.



3.
So that You may say to the prisoners, 'Go forth.'


4.
So that You may say to those who are in darkness, 'Show yourselves.'


B.
They shall feed along the roads.



1.
Their pastures shall be on all desolate heights.  (Even barren mountain 



tops will be lush pasture lands.)


2.
They shall neither hunger nor thirst.



3.
Neither heat nor sun shall strike them.



4.
For He who has mercy on them will lead them, even by the springs of 



water He will guide them. 


5.
I will make each of My mountains a road, and My highways shall be 



elevated. 


6.
Surely these shall come from afar. Look! 



a.
Those from the north and the west.




b.
These from the land of Sinim. 


C.
Sing, oh heavens! Be joyful, oh earth! Break out in singing, oh mountains!


1.
For the Lord has comforted His people.



2.
He will have mercy on His afflicted. 


D.
But Zion (representative of Israel) said, "The Lord has forsaken me, and my 


Lord has forgotten me." 



1.
Can a woman forget her nursing child, and not have compassion on the 



son of her womb?  Surely they may forget, yet I will not forget you. 



(God’s love surpasses the love of any mother.)



2.
See, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands.  (Both you and His 



plans for you are inscribed on His hands so they cannot be lost!)


3.
Your walls are continually before Me.

E.
Your sons shall make haste and your destroyers and those who laid you waste 


shall go away from you. 


1.
Lift up your eyes, look around and see.



2.
All these gather together and come to you.


3.
As I live you shall surely clothe yourselves with them all as an ornament 



and bind them on you as a bride does.  


F.
Your land:  For your waste and desolate places, and the land of your destruction, 


will even now be too small for the inhabitants.


G.
Your enemies:  Those who swallowed you up will be far away. 

H.
The children you will have after you have lost the others, will say again in 



your ears:



1.
The place is too small for me.



2.
Give me a place where I may dwell.

I.
Then you will say in your heart:



1.
Who has begotten these for me, since I have lost my children and 




am desolate, a captive, and wandering to and fro?


2.
And who has brought these up?


3.
There I was, left alone--but these, where were they? 


J.
Thus says the Lord God:



1.
Behold, I will lift My hand in an oath to the nations, and set up My 



standard (Jesus Christ) for the peoples.



2.
They shall bring your sons in their arms, and your daughters shall be 



carried on their shoulders.  (Not only did Israel return to their homeland 



after the Babylonian exile, other nations helped the Jews to return to their 



homeland when Israel became a nation in 1948.)


3.
Kings shall be your foster fathers, and their queens your nursing mothers.



4.
They shall bow down to you with their faces to the earth, and lick up the 



dust of your feet (an expression of complete submission).


5.
Then you will know that I am the Lord, for they shall not be ashamed who 


wait for Me. 


K.
Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the captives of the righteous be 


delivered? 



1.
Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, and the prey 




of the terrible be delivered.



2.
For I will contend with him who contends with you, and I will save 



your children. 


3.
I will feed those who oppress you with their own flesh, and they shall be 



drunk with their own blood as with sweet wine.


4.
All flesh shall know that I, the Lord, am your Savior, and your Redeemer, 



the Mighty One of Jacob. 



(The nations who oppose Israel’s restoration will be judged by God.)
Study questions on chapter 49:
1.
According to the opening note, what is the focus of chapters 49-57?
2.
Using verses 1-3 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What is the opening admonition of this passage?  To whom is it addressed?



-List the statements made concerning the coming Messiah (points I A-G).

3.
Using verses 4-6a  and outline point II, summarize what the Lord declared.
4.
Using verses 6b-7 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-To whom would the Messiah be a light?



-How far would His salvation extend?  See also acts 13:47.



-Summarize the statements made by the Lord regarding Israel’s restoration ( III 


B).

5.
Using verses 8-26 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What will the Lord bring to Israel?



-What does “in an acceptable time” mean?



-What promises are made in point IV A  regarding the restored covenant?



-Using point IV B, describe the conditions that will exist at that time.



-What admonition is given in point IV C and to whom is it given?



-What is Zion’s concern and what assurance is given by God to dispel this 



concern?



-What does God state regarding the sons of Israel? (point IV E)



-What statements are made regarding the restored land?



-What does God promise regarding Israel’s former enemies?



-What will the children state? (VI H)


-What will the people say in their hearts in response to their children?  (VI  I)


-Summarize the promises given by the Lord in point IV J.



-What question is asked in verse 24 and how is it answered in verses 25-26?

6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 50

1 Thus saith the Lord, Where is the bill of your mother's divorcement, whom I have put away? or which of my creditors is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, for your iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressions is your mother put away.

2 Wherfore, when I came, was there no man? when I called, was there none to answer? Is my hand shortened at all, that it cannot redeem? or have I no power to deliver? behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the rivers a wilderness: their fish stinketh, because there is no water, and dieth for thirst.

3 I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their covering.

4 The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned.

5 The Lord God hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back.

6 I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting.

7 For the Lord God will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.

8 He is near that justifieth me; who will contend with me? let us stand together: who is mine adversary? let him come near to me.

9 Behold, the Lord God will help me; who is he that shall condemn me? lo, they all shall wax old as a garment; the moth shall eat them up.

10 Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God.

11 Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow.

Outline 50:

(Israel’s unfaithfulness is contrasted with the Messiah’s faithfulness using an analogy of a family court of law.)
I.
Israel's unfaithfulness.  (1-3)

Thus says the Lord:


A.
Where is the certificate of your mother's divorce, whom I have put away?


Which of My creditors is it to whom I have sold you?


1.
For your iniquities you have sold yourselves.



2
For your transgressions your mother (Jerusalem) has been put away.


(Jewish law permitted divorce, but because there is no divorce certificate in this 


case, God’s estrangement from His people is not irreversible.)


B.
Why, when I came, was there no man?


Why, when I called, was there none to answer?


Is My hand shortened at all that it cannot redeem?


Or have I no power to deliver?

C.
Indeed with My rebuke:



1.
I dry up the sea.



2.
I make the rivers a wilderness: Their fish stink because there is no water 



and they die of thirst.


3.
I clothe the heavens with blackness and I make sackcloth their covering. 


(Israel is described as a wife, temporarily separated because of sin, and as a dry 


wilderness covered with darkness and clothed in sackcloth.)

II.
The Messiah’s faithfulness.  (4-9)


(These verses speak of Christ’s submission to being the sacrifice for sin:  John 19:1; 
Matthew 26:67; 27:30.)


A.
The Lord God has given Me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to 


speak a word in season to him who is weary.

B.
He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear to hear as the learned. 


(Every morning, the prophet waited for a new word from God, as so should we.) 


C.
The Lord God has opened My ear.



1.
I was not rebellious.



2.
I did not turn away. 


3.
I gave My back to those who struck Me.



4.
I gave my cheeks to those who plucked out the beard.



5.
I did not hide My face from shame and spitting. 


D.
For the Lord God will help Me:



1.
Therefore I will not be disgraced.



2.
Therefore I have set My face like a flint.



3.
Therefore I know that I will not be ashamed. 

E.
He is near who justifies Me.



1.
Who will contend with Me? Let us stand together.


2.
Who is My adversary? Let him come near Me. 



Surely the Lord God will help Me.



3.
Who is he who will condemn Me?



a.
Indeed they will all grow old like a garment.




b.
The moth will eat them up. 
III.
The conclusion:  A challenge.  (10-11)

(Will you be faithful or unfaithful?)


A.
Questions:



1.
Who among you fears the Lord?


2.
Who obeys the voice of His Servant?


3.
Who walks in darkness and has no light?

B.
Answers.



1.
Let him trust in the name of the Lord.



2.
Let him rely upon his God. 

C.
Conclusion: Let all you who kindle a fire, who encircle yourselves with sparks: 


1.
Walk in the light of your fire and in the sparks you have kindled.



2.
This you shall have from My hand.



3.
You shall lie down in torment. 



(Those who “kindle their own fire” and live their own rebellious way—will 


experience torment.)
Study questions on chapter 50:
1.
Using verses 1-3 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What questions are asked in the opening verses?



-What statements are made in point I C regarding God’s power?



-How is Israel described in this passage?

2.
Using verses 4-9 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-According to the opening note in this passage, what do these verses concern?



-Study points A-E and apply these to Jesus.

3.
Using verses  10-11 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What questions are asked in point III A?



-What answers are given in pint III B?



-What is the conclusion in point III C
4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 51

1 Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the Lord: look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged.

2 Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you: for I called him alone, and blessed him, and increased him.

3 For the Lord shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.

4 Hearken unto me, my people; and give ear unto me, O my nation: for a law shall proceed from me, and I will make my judgment to rest for a light of the people.

5 My righteousness is near; my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the people; the isles shall wait upon me, and on mine arm shall they trust.

6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished.

7 Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in whose heart is my law; fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings.

8 For the moth shall eat them up like a garment, and the worm shall eat them like wool: but my righteousness shall be for ever, and my salvation from generation to generation.

9 Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord; awake, as in the ancient days, in the generations of old. Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon?

10 Art thou not it which hath dried the sea, the waters of the great deep; that hath made the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass over?

11 Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away.

12 I, even I, am he that comforteth you: who art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a man that shall die, and of the son of man which shall be made as grass;

13 And forgettest the Lord thy maker, that hath stretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth; and hast feared continually every day because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy? and where is the fury of the oppressor?

14 The captive exile hasteneth that he may be loosed, and that he should not die in the pit, nor that his bread should fail.

15 But I am the Lord thy God, that divided the sea, whose waves roared: The Lord of hosts is his name.

16 And I have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my people.

17 Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the hand of the Lord the cup of his fury; thou hast drunken the dregs of the cup of trembling, and wrung them out.

18 There is none to guide her among all the sons whom she hath brought forth; neither is there any that taketh her by the hand of all the sons that she hath brought up.

19 These two things are come unto thee; who shall be sorry for thee? desolation, and destruction, and the famine, and the sword: by whom shall I comfort thee?

20 Thy sons have fainted, they lie at the head of all the streets, as a wild bull in a net: they are full of the fury of the Lord, the rebuke of thy God.

21 Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted, and drunken, but not with wine:

22 Thus saith thy Lord the Lord, and thy God that pleadeth the cause of his people, Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the dregs of the cup of my fury; thou shalt no more drink it again:

23 But I will put it into the hand of them that afflict thee; which have said to thy soul, Bow down, that we may go over: and thou hast laid thy body as the ground, and as the street, to them that went over.

Outline 51:

(Listen; awake; take courage; stand up:  Take comfort for the future from God’s faithfulness in the past.)
I.
Listen (hearken to me).  (1-3)

A.
A look back.



Listen to Me, you who follow after righteousness, you who seek the Lord:


1.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the hole of the pit 



from which you were dug. 


2.
Look to Abraham your father, and to Sarah who bore you:  For I called 



him alone, and blessed him and increased him. (The nation of Israel was 



birthed through an aged man and a barren woman.  God was faithful to 



Abraham and Sarah, and He will be faithful to Israel as well.)

B.
A look forward.



For the Lord will comfort Zion:



1.
He will comfort all her waste places.



2.
He will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of 



the Lord.



3.
Joy and gladness will be found in it, thanksgiving and the voice of 




melody. 

II.
Listen to Me, My people and give ear to Me oh My nation:  (4-5)

(The appeal is to listen to God.)


A.
For law will proceed from Me and I will make My justice rest as a light of 



the peoples. 

B.
My righteousness is near, My salvation has gone forth, and My arms will 



judge the peoples.


C.
The coastlands will wait upon Me, and on My arm they will trust. 
III.
Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look on the earth beneath.  (6)

A.
For the heavens will vanish away like smoke (2 Peter 3:10,12).

B.
The earth will grow old like a garment and those who dwell in it will die 



in like manner (Matthew 24:35).


C.
But My salvation will be forever and My righteousness will not be 




abolished. 
IV.
Listen to Me, you who know righteousness, you people in whose heart is My law:  (7-8)

A.
Do not fear the reproach of men, nor be afraid of their insults.

B.
For the moth will eat them up like a garment, and the worm will eat them 



like wool.


C.
But My righteousness will be forever and My salvation from generation to 


generation. 
V.
Awake and put on strength.  (9-16)

A.
Awake, awake, put on strength oh arm of the Lord!

B.
Awake as in the ancient days, in the generations of old. 



1.
Are You not the arm that cut Rahab apart, and wounded the serpent? 



(“Rahab” was the name of a mythical sea monster, used here as symbolic 



of God defeating Satan.)



2.
Are You not the One who dried up the sea, the waters of the great deep 



that made the depths of the sea a road for the redeemed to cross over? 

C.
The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing, with 


everlasting joy on their heads.


1.
They shall obtain joy and gladness.



2.
Sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 



3.
I, even I, am He who comforts you.

D.
Who are you that you should be afraid of a man who will die and of the son of a 


man who will be made like grass? 


1.
You forget the Lord your Maker Who stretched out the heavens and 



laid the foundations of the earth.



2.
You have feared continually every day because of the fury of the 




oppressor when he has prepared to destroy--and where is the fury of the 



oppressor? 

E.
The captive exile hastens:



1.
So that he may be loosed.



2.
So that he should not die in the pit.



3.
So that his bread should not fail. 

F.
But I am the Lord your God, Who divided the sea whose waves roared--the Lord 


of Hosts is His name. 

G.
And I have put My words in your mouth and have covered you with the shadow 


of My hand so that:



1.
I may plant the heavens.



2.
I may lay the foundations of the earth.



3.
I may say to Zion, 'You are My people.' 

VI.
Awake and stand up. (17-20) 


A.
Awake, awake! Stand up, oh Jerusalem.



1.
You who have drunk at the hand of the Lord, the cup of His fury. You 



have drunk the dregs of the cup of trembling and drained it out.  




(Judgment resulted because of their rejection and disobedience.)


2.
There is no one to guide her among all the sons she has brought forth, nor 



is there any who takes her by the hand among all the sons she has brought 



up.  (Their leadership failed.) 

B.
These two things have come to you--who will be sorry for you? Desolation and 


destruction, famine and sword.



1.
By whom will I comfort you? 


2.
Your sons have fainted and lie at the head of all the streets like an 




antelope in a net.



3.
They are full of the fury of the Lord, the rebuke of your God. 
VII.
Hear this.  (21-23)


Therefore please hear this, you afflicted, and be drunk but not with wine. (Rebellion 
against God makes a person act crazily, like a drunk).


Thus says your Lord, the Lord and your God, who pleads the cause of His people:

A.
See, I have taken out of your hand the cup of trembling, the dregs of the cup of 


My fury. You shall no longer drink it.

B.
But I will put it into the hand of those who afflict you, who have said to you, 'Lie 


down, that we may walk over you'--and you have laid your body like the ground, 


and as the street, for those who walk over. 



(Those who afflicted God’s people will not escape judgment, but will drink of the 


same cup of God’s wrath.)
Study questions on chapter 51:
1.
Using verses 1-3 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What admonition is given in the opening verse of this passage?



-According to point I A, where are the people to look and what are they to 



remember?



-According to point I B, where are the people to look and what are they to 



anticipate? 

2.
Using verses 4-5 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What admonition is given in the opening verse of this passage?



-From where will the law proceed?



-What is near?



-What has gone forth from the Lord?



-Who will judge the people?



-What will be the response of the coastlands? 

3.
Using verse 6 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What admonition is given in the opening verse of this passage?



-What will happen to the heavens in the end-times?



-What does 2 Peter 3:10,12 reveal regarding the end-times?



-What will happen to the earth in the end-times?  What does Matthew 24:35 add 


to this?



-What will abide forever?

4.
Using verses 7-8 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What admonition is given in the opening verse of this passage?



-To whom is this appeal given?



-What is not to be feared?



-What analogy is used for those who reproach and insult God’s people?



-What will abide forever?

5.
Using verses 9-16 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-To whom is the appeal in the opening verse addressed?



-Using point V B, summarize the appeal.



-Using point V C, describe the return of the ransomed of the Lord to Zion.



-What question is asked in point V D?



-What had the people forgotten?



-Who had the people feared?



-According to point V E, what did the captive desire?



-What proclamation is made by the lord in point V F?  What name does God use 


for Himself and what specific incident does He recall?



-According to point V G, why had God given His Word to Israel and protected 


them despite their many failures? 

6.
Using verses 17-20 and outline point VI, answer the following questions.



-What is the opening admonition of this passage?



-To whom is the admonition addressed?



-What had Jerusalem experienced through judgment?



-What two things came upon the city?



-What was the response of the sons of the nation?

7.
Using verses 21-23 and outline point VII, answer the following questions.


-What admonition is given in the opening verse of this passage?


-To whom is this admonition addressed?



-What had God taken out of their hands and where had He placed it?



-What would happen to those who had afflicted God’s people? 
8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 52

1 Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean.

2 Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.

3 For thus saith the Lord, Ye have sold yourselves for nought; and ye shall be redeemed without money.

4 For thus saith the Lord God, My people went down aforetime into Egypt to sojourn there; and the Assyrian oppressed them without cause.

5 Now therefore, what have I here, saith the Lord, that my people is taken away for nought? they that rule over them make them to howl, saith the Lord; and my name continually every day is blasphemed.

6 Therefore my people shall know my name: therefore they shall know in that day that I am he that doth speak: behold, it is I.

7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!

8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for they shall see eye to eye, when the Lord shall bring again Zion.

9 Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the Lord hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem.

10 The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

11 Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord.

12 For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight: for the Lord will go before you; and the God of Israel will be your rearward.

13 Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high.

14 As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men:

15 So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider.

Outline 52: 
(A call to awake; to redemption; to separation; and  to look to the Messiah.)
I.
A call to awake.  (1-6)

A.
Awake, awake!  (A call to God’s people to  awake because their time of discipline 


is over.)


1.
Put on your strength, oh Zion.



2.
Put on your beautiful garments, oh Jerusalem, the holy city--



for the uncircumcised and the unclean shall no longer come to you. 


3.
Shake yourself from the dust, arise. 


4.
Sit down, oh Jerusalem!


5.
Loose yourself from the bonds of your neck, oh captive daughter of Zion! 


B.
For thus says the Lord:



1.
You have sold yourselves for nothing (been taken captive by the enemy), 



and you shall be redeemed without money.   (Cyrus would free Israel 



without financial incentives.  Jesus would redeem mankind without gold or 


silver: 
1 Peter 1:18-19.)


2.
My people went down at first into Egypt to dwell there and then the 



Assyrian oppressed them without cause (made them slaves). 


3.
Now therefore, what have I here that My people are taken away for 



nothing?



a.
Those who rule over them make them wail.




b.
My name is blasphemed continually every day. 

C.
Therefore:



1.
My people shall know My name.



2.
They shall know in that day that I am He who speaks: “Behold, it is I.” 

II.
A call to redemption.  (7-10)


A.
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news:



1.
Who proclaims peace, who brings glad tidings of good things, who 



proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns!" 



(The watchmen who proclaimed Jerusalem’s deliverance and Israel’s 



release are symbolic of those who bear the good news of the Gospel:  



Romans 10:15.  The “beautiful feet” of the Gospel speaks also of Jesus 



Christ.  The word “shalom” in Hebrew means total wholeness in body, 



soul, spirit.) 


2.
Your watchmen shall lift up their voices, with their voices they shall sing 



together for they shall see eye-to-eye when the Lord brings back Zion. 


3.
Break forth into joy, sing together, you waste places of Jerusalem!



(Much of the music in Israel now is in minor tones.  Their music will be 



joyful in the Messianic age.)


B.
For the Lord has:



1.
Comforted His people.



2.
Redeemed Jerusalem. 


3.
Made bare His holy arm in the eyes of all the nations.  (An analogy of 



rolling up your sleeves to take action.)


4.
Revealed His salvation to the ends of the earth.

III.
A call to separation.  (11-12)


(We are not called to isolation, but we are called to the separation of holy living.)


A.
Depart! Depart!  (A plea to flee from godless Babylon where they had settled  


during their captivity and return to their promised land.) 

B.
Go out from there.  (It was time for them to return to their land.)

C.
Touch no unclean thing (do not take anything from captivity with you).


D.
Go out from the midst of her.


E.
Be clean, you who bear the vessels of the Lord.  (They were take with them only 


the temple vessels of the Lord that had been stolen by the Babylonians: 2 Kings 


25:13-17.) 

F.
For you shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight.



1.
The Lord will go before you.



2.
The God of Israel will be your rear guard. 


(They would not be fearfully fleeing for their lives, but would march out as an 


army of God protected by Him before and behind.)

IV.
A call to look to the Messiah.  (13-15) 


A.
Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently.


B.
He shall be exalted and extolled and be very high. 

C.
Just as many were astonished at you:



1.
So His visage was marred more than any man, and His form more than the 


sons of men. (A description of Christ’s crucifixion.)


2.
So shall He sprinkle many nations (with His redeeming blood).

D.
Kings shall shut their mouths at Him.



1.
What had not been told them they shall see.



2.
What they had not heard they shall consider. 

Study questions on chapter 52:
1.
Using verses 1-6  and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-To whom is this passage addressed?



-What are the commands given in point I A?



-Summarize God’s message to His people in point I B.



-After judgment is completed, what two promises will be fulfilled (point I C)?

2.
Using verses 7-10 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Of what are the watchmen of Jerusalem symbolic?



-What will the watchmen do when the Lord brings back Zion?



-What are the waste places of Jerusalem commanded to do? 



-According to point II B, why are the people to rejoice?

3.
Using verses 11-12 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-What is the difference between separation and isolation and to which is a 



believer called?




-What commands are given in this passage?



-What were the people to take with them when they left Babylon?



-What would their departure be like?



-Who would be their rear guard?

4.
Using verses 13-15 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What do you learn about the Messiah in this passage?



-What will the Messiah do for the nations?



-What will be the response of kings to the Messiah?

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 53

1 Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?

2 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.

9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.

10 Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.

11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.

12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

Outline 53:

(The last chapter ended with an appeal to recognize God’s servant, the Messiah.  This chapter is a Messianic prophecy about Jesus Christ.  See also Psalm 22.)

I.
Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? (1)

(Isaiah 6 indicated that few would believe and act upon this report concerning the 
Messiah.  See also John 12:38 and Romans 10:16.)

II.
The Messiah.  (2-12)

A.
His ancestry.


For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of dry 


ground.  (David’s kingdom had dried up, so the Messiah,  as a descendant of 


David, is a root out of dry ground.)

B.
His appearance.



1.
He has no form or comeliness.



2.
When we see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him. 




(He lacked the grandeur that would bring worldly admiration.) 


C.
His reception.



1.
He is despised and rejected by men  (by his own people, the Jews.)


2.
He is a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.


3.
And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him.



4.
He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 



5.
Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows, yet we esteemed 



Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 


(God orchestrated the death of Jesus in order to redeem the world from sin. Note 


the repeated use of the word “our” which is inclusive of all mankind.)


D.
His mission. 



1.
But He was wounded for our transgressions.



2.
He was bruised for our iniquities.



3.
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him.



4.
And by His stripes we are healed. 

E.
His atonement.


1.
All we like sheep have gone astray.



2.
We have turned, every one, to his own way.



3.
And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 


F.
His suffering and death.



1.
He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth.



2.
He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is 



silent so He opened not His mouth (John 1:29; Acts 8:32-33).


3.
He was taken from prison and from judgment (unjust imprisonment and 



judgment).


4.
He was cut off from the land of the living--and who will declare His 



generation?


6.
He was stricken for the transgressions of My people.  


G.
His grave. 


1.
They made His grave with the wicked--but with the rich at His death--



because He had done no violence nor was any deceit in His mouth. 



2.
Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him--He has put Him to grief when You 



make His soul an offering for sin. 


H.
His resurrection.


1.
He shall see His seed (all true believers born again through Him).



2.
He shall prolong His days (eternally through the resurrection).


I.
His reward.



1.
The pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. 


2.
He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied (God was satisfied with 



the death of Jesus as the propitiation for sin).


3.
By His knowledge (because of the fulfillment of these prophecies)  My 



righteous Servant shall justify many, for He
shall bear their iniquities. 


4.
Therefore :




a.
I will divide Him a portion with the great.




b.
He shall divide the spoil with the strong.




(The great and the strong speak of the redeemed. The “spoil” is precious 



souls snatched from the enemy, Satan.)



5.
Because:




a.
He poured out His soul unto death.




b.
He was numbered with the transgressors.




c.
He bore the sin of many.




d.
He made intercession for the transgressors. 




(…and He still lives to do all this!)

(This prophecy reveals that Christ would die a substitutionary death in the place of sinners.  This truth is clearly taught tin the New Testament in passages such as 1 Corinthians 15:3; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Romans 5:8; 1 Peter 2:24; 3:18; John 10:11; Mark 10:45. Note the past, present, and future tenses of this prophecy.  Past tense: He has borne and was wounded and chastised. Present tense:  We are healed.   He is despised and rejected.  Future tense:  God will divide to Him the spoil of Satan.)  
Study questions on chapter 53:
1.
Using verse 1 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What questions are asked in point I?



-According to the outline note, how does this relate to Isaiah 6; John 12:38; and 


Romans 10;16?
2.
Using verses 2-12 and outline point II, summarize what is said regarding:



-The ancestry of the Messiah.


-The appearance of the Messiah.



-The reception of the Messiah by His people.


-The mission of the Messiah.


-The atonement provided by the Messiah.



-The suffering and death of the Messiah.



-The Messiah’s grave.



-The Messiah’s resurrection.



-The Messiah’s reward.

3.
Summarize the teaching in 1 Corinthians 15:3; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Romans 5:8; 1 Peter 
2:24; 3:18; John 10:11; Mark 10:45 as they relate to this prophecy.
4.
Using the final outline note, explain the past, present, and future tenses of this prophecy.

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 54

1 Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with child: for more are the children of the desolate than the children of the married wife, saith the Lord.

2 Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes;

3 For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.

4 Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou confounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of thy widowhood any more.

5 For thy Maker is thine husband; the Lord of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called.

6 For the Lord hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God.

7 For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee.

8 In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer.

9 For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee.

10 For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee.

11 O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires.

12 And I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones.

13 And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy children.

14 In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come near thee.

15 Behold, they shall surely gather together, but not by me: whosoever shall gather together against thee shall fall for thy sake.

16 Behold, I have created the smith that bloweth the coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an instrument for his work; and I have created the waster to destroy.

17 No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord.

Outline 54: (Promises to Israel:  Restoration and  future glory. See Supplemental Study Four for further commentary on this chapter. This analogy depicts God as a faithful husband forgiving Israel—who is depicted as an unfaithful wife-- and restoring her to the place of blessing.  Isaiah used the marriage imagery previously in 50:1-3 to describe the relationship between God and His people.  He will use it again in 62:4.  Jeremiah also used this imagery: Jeremiah 3:8, as did Hosea in chapter 2 and Ezekiel in chapters 16 and 23.  Isaiah also used the analogy of a barren woman and a devastated land.)
I.
An analogy:  Israel as a barren woman.  (1-5)


A.
Sing, oh barren, you who have not borne!


1.
Break forth into singing, and cry aloud, you who have not labored with 



child!


2.
For more are the (spiritual) children of the desolate one than the children 



of the married 
woman.  (In that culture, barrenness was a shame.)


B.
Enlarge the place of your tent.



1.
Let them stretch out the curtains of your dwellings.



2.
Do not spare.



3.
Lengthen your cords,



4.
Strengthen your stakes. 


5.
For you shall expand to the right and to the left.



6.
Your (seed) descendants will inherit the nations and make the desolate 



cities inhabited. 


(This passage is the theme of the modern missionary movement, preached by 


William Carey who declared:  “Expect great things from God.  Attempt great 


things for God.” )

C.
Do not fear, for you will not be ashamed neither be disgraced, for you will not be 


put to shame.



1.
For you will forget the shame of your youth (their failures in the 




wilderness).



2.
You will not remember the reproach of your widowhood anymore. 


3.
For your Maker is your husband: The Lord of Hosts is His name.


D.
Your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel: He is called the God of the whole earth. 
II.
An analogy:  Israel as a rejected wife.  (6 -8)


For the Lord has called you like a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, like a 


youthful wife when you were refused (by your spouse). 

A.
For a mere moment I have forsaken you but with great mercies I will 



gather you. 

B.
With a little wrath I hid My face from you for a moment, but with 




everlasting kindness I will have mercy on you. 


(Separated and divorced from God because of sin, Israel will be restored.  You 


also can be restored to fellowship with God through the blood of Jesus Christ!)

III.
An analogy:  Israel as a devastated land. (9-10)


For this is like the waters of Noah to Me.


A.
For as I have sworn that the waters of Noah would no longer cover the earth, so 


have I sworn that I would not be angry with you, nor rebuke you. 

B.
For the mountains shall depart and the hills be removed, but My kindness shall 


not depart from you, nor shall My covenant of peace be removed--says the Lord, 


who has mercy on you. 

IV.
Promises regarding Israel’s future.  (11-17)


Oh you afflicted one, tossed with tempest, and not comforted.  Behold:


A.
Your foundation will be restored: I will lay your stones with colorful gems, and 


lay your foundations with sapphires. (As members of the Body of Christ, we are 


living stones and jewels: 1 Peter 1:5; Malachi 3:17.)

B.
Your walls and gates will be restored: I will make your pinnacles of rubies, your 


gates of crystal, and all your walls of precious stones. 

C.
Your (spiritual) children shall be taught by the Lord--Your children will have 


great peace.

D.
Your stability:  You will be established in righteousness.


E.
Your security:  You shall be far from oppression--for you shall not fear--and from 

terror,
for it shall not come near you. 


1.
Indeed they shall surely assemble, but not because of Me.


2.
Whoever assembles against you shall fall for your sake. 



3.
I have created the blacksmith who blows the coals in the fire, who brings 



forth an instrument for his work, and I have created the spoiler to destroy. 



(God is sovereign over those who rise up against you.)



4.
No weapon formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue which 



rises against you in judgment you shall condemn.


5.
This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is 



from Me--says the Lord. 

Study questions on chapter 54:
1.
According to the opening note:



-How is God depicted in this chapter?



-How are God’s people described in this chapter?



-How do Isaiah 50:1-3 and 62:4 relate to this passage?
2.
Using verses 1-5 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What analogy is used for Israel in this passage?



-Why is Israel commanded to sing despite her barrenness of times past?


-What commands are given in point I B?



-What promises are made in point I C?



-Who is identified as Israel’s Redeemer in point I D?

3.
Using verses 6-8 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What analogy is used for Israel in this passage?



-Why had God forsaken Israel for a time?



-What promise is given to Israel?

4.
Using verses 9-10 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-What analogy is used for Israel in this passage?



-What promises are made by God to Israel?

5.
Using verses 11-17 and outline point IV, summarize the promises regarding Israel’s 
future in terms of:



-Their foundation.



-Their walls and gates.



-Their spiritual children.



-Their stability.



-Their security.
6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 55

1 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.

2 Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.

3 Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.

4 Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the people.

5 Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the Lord thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee.

6 Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:

7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:

11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

12 For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Outline 55:

(Using a marketplace analogy, God issues an invitation to His people and the nations.)
I.
Come to the source of abundant life. (1-5)

A.
Ho (listen)! Everyone (of any nation) who thirsts:



1.
Come to the waters (John 7:37).



2.
You who have no money, come, buy and eat.


3.
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.



(Bread, milk, and wine were staples at that time.  The Lord uses a spiritual 


analogy to  freely offer the people that for which they normally have to 



labor, illustrating that they cannot obtain it by their own works.  Spiritual 



wine symbolizes the joy of sins forgiven. Milk symbolizes the Word of God.  


Jesus is the bread of life.  See also Proverbs 31:6; 1 Peter 2:2; Ephesians 



5:18.  Note that one must take the initiative to come and to receive.)


B.
Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does 


not satisfy? (All is freely given by God, yet we often strive to secure it other ways.)

C.
Listen carefully to Me.



1.
Eat what is good.



2.
Let your soul delight itself in abundance. 


3.
Incline your ear, and come to Me.


4.
Hear, and your soul shall live.


D.
And I will make an everlasting covenant with you--the sure mercies of David 



(the covenant of David in 2 Samuel 7).


1.
Indeed I have given him as a witness to the people (the nations), a leader 



and commander for the people. 


2.
Surely you shall call a nation you do not know, and nations who do not 



know you shall run to you because of the Lord your God and the Holy 



One of Israel. (Israel will call the nations to salvation.)


3.
For He has glorified you. 

II.
Seek pardon. (6-7)

A.
Seek the Lord while He may be found.



(Seeking the Lord includes:  Repenting of sin: Romans 10:13; continually seeking 


Him and His will through the Word of God and prayer; and living a separated 


life style: Amos 5:4-7,14-15.  The appeal is to respond while you have the 



opportunity to do so: 2 Corinthians 6:2.) 


B.
Call upon Him while He is near.

C.
Let the wicked forsake his way.


D.
Let the unrighteous man forsake his thoughts.


E.
Let him return to the Lord and to our God:



1.
He will have mercy on him.



2.
He will abundantly pardon. 
III.
Acknowledge God's sovereignty.  (8-9)


A.
For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways.


B.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your 


ways and My thoughts than your thoughts. 
IV.
Believe God's Word.  (10-11)

A.
For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, and do not return there, 


but water the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the 


sower and bread to the eater...


B.
So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth;


1.
It shall not return to Me void.



2.
It shall accomplish what I please.



3.
It shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 

V.
Look to the future.  (12-13)

(Instead of focusing on things of no value—verse 2—they are exhorted to look ahead by 
faith to
what God has prepared. Exile and judgment will not last forever.)


A.
For you shall go out with joy, and be led out with peace.


B.
The mountains and the hills shall break forth into singing before you.


C.
All the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

D.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress tree.


E.
Instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree.


F.
And it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut 


off. 


(The earth will be restored to the Edenic conditions of the beginning of time.  All 


the blessings described in this chapter are related to the everlasting covenant 


mentioned in verse 3.)

Study questions on chapter 55:
1.
Using verses 1-5  and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-To whom is this appeal made?



-What is the appeal?



-What does spiritual wine symbolize?



-What does spiritual milk symbolize?



-Who is the bread of life?



-What question is asked in point I B?



-What admonitions are given in  point I C?



-What does God promise in point I D?

2.
Using verses 6-7 and outline point II, list the admonitions given in:



Point A.



Point B.



Point C.



Point D.



Point E.
3.
Using verses 8-9 and outline point III, summarize what is stated about God’s sovereignty 
and His thoughts.
4.
Using verses 10-11 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What analogies are used to describe Gods Word?



-According to point IV B, what does God promise regarding His Word?

5.
Using verses 12-13 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-Instead of focusing on things of no value, what are the people exhorted to do?



-How would the people be led out of bondage?



-What would be the response of the mountains, hills, and trees?



-What would grow in the land instead of thorns and briers?



-According to point V F, what will these blessings confirm?

6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 56

1 Thus saith the Lord, Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for my salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed.

2 Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil.

3 Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself to the Lord, speak, saying, The Lord hath utterly separated me from his people: neither let the eunuch say, Behold, I am a dry tree.

4 For thus saith the Lord unto the eunuchs that keep my sabbaths, and choose the things that please me, and take hold of my covenant;

5 Even unto them will I give in mine house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and of daughters: I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off.

6 Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the Lord, to serve him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant;

7 Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people.

8 The Lord God which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather others to him, beside those that are gathered unto him.

9 All ye beasts of the field, come to devour, yea, all ye beasts in the forest.

10 His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.

11 Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter.

12 Come ye, say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; and to morrow shall be as this day, and much more abundant.

Outline  56:

(Kingdom commands and blessings, inclusions and exclusions.)
I.
Kingdom commands and blessings. (1-2) 


A.
Keep justice, and do righteousness:



1.
For My salvation is about to come.



2.
My righteousness is to be revealed. 


(They would be released from captivity just as believers will be released from this 


sinful world when Jesus returns.)


B.
Blessed is the man who does this, and the son of man who lays hold on it:



1.
Who keeps from defiling the Sabbath.  (The Sabbath was ordained as a 



sign between God and Israel.  Israel worked six days, then rested.  Sunday 


is the day set aside for believers in the New Testament to commemorate 



the Lord’s resurrection and the fact that we rest on the first day, then we



labor.  Old Testament is doing works first  in order to rest in God.  New 



Testament is rest first from which our works flow.)  


2.
Who keeps his hand from doing any evil. 

II.
Kingdom inclusions.  (3-8)


(Under the New Covenant, all who choose to become believers are included.)


A,
Foreigners and eunuchs.  (Even the outcasts of society will be included in the 


Kingdom of God.)


1.
Do not let the son of the foreigner  who has joined himself to the Lord 



speak, saying, "The Lord has utterly separated me from His people".



2.
Do not let the eunuch say, "Here I am, a dry tree." 

B.
The eunuchs.


To the eunuchs who keep My Sabbaths, and choose what pleases Me, and 



hold fast My covenant:



1.
Even to them I will give in My house and within My walls a place 




and a name better than that of sons and daughters.



2.
I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off. 


C.
The foreigner. 


To the sons of the foreigner who join themselves to the Lord, to serve Him, to 


love the name of the Lord, to be His servants--everyone who keeps from defiling 


the Sabbath, and holds fast My covenant:



1.
Even them I will bring to My holy mountain (Mt. Moriah/Zion), and make 


them joyful in My house of prayer.


2.
Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on My 




altar.


D.
The nations.


For My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations. The Lord God, who 

gathers the outcasts of Israel, says, "Yet I will gather to him others besides those 


who are gathered to him." (Both Gentiles and Jews are welcomed by God.) 
III.
Kingdom exclusions.  (9-12) 

(Exclusions from the Kingdom are those who do not accept the invitation to come 
extended in Isaiah 55.)


A.
Judgment on those excluded from the Kingdom.



All you beasts of the field, come to devour, all you beasts in the forest.

B.
Judgment on the watchmen (leaders).



1.
They are blind (Matthew 15:14).



2.
They are all ignorant.



3.
They are all dumb dogs.




a.
They cannot bark.




b.
Sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. 



c.
Yes, they are greedy dogs which never have enough (they 





prophesy for personal gain).


4.
They are shepherds who cannot understand.



5.
They all look to their own way, every one for his own gain, from his own 



territory. One says: 




a.
Come, I will bring wine, and we will fill ourselves with 





intoxicating drink.




b.
Tomorrow will be as today, and much more abundant. 




(Israel’s civil and spiritual leaders were to be watchmen, but failed in 



their duties:  Lamentations 4:13-14. Without God, they are hopeless and 



try to drown their sorrows and problems in alcohol, drugs, 
pleasure, etc.)
Study questions on chapter 56:
1.
Using verses 1-2 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What commands are given in these verses?



-What is about to come?



-What is about to be revealed?



-What was the meaning of the Old Testament Sabbath?  Compare this to the New 


Testament observance on the first day of the week.
2.
Using verses 3-8 and outline point II, summarize what is revealed regarding the following 
inclusions in the Kingdom to come:



-Foreigners.



-Eunuchs.



-The nations.
3.
Using verses 9-12 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What judgment will come on those excluded from the kingdom?



-Summarize God’s message to the leaders.  How are they described?  

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 57

1 The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart: and merciful men are taken away, none considering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come.

2 He shall enter into peace: they shall rest in their beds, each one walking in his uprightness.

3 But draw near hither, ye sons of the sorceress, the seed of the adulterer and the whore.

4 Against whom do ye sport yourselves? against whom make ye a wide mouth, and draw out the tongue? are ye not children of transgression, a seed of falsehood,

5 Enflaming yourselves with idols under every green tree, slaying the children in the valleys under the clifts of the rocks?

6 Among the smooth stones of the stream is thy portion; they, they are thy lot: even to them hast thou poured a drink offering, thou hast offered a meat offering. Should I receive comfort in these?

7 Upon a lofty and high mountain hast thou set thy bed: even thither wentest thou up to offer sacrifice.

8 Behind the doors also and the posts hast thou set up thy remembrance: for thou hast discovered thyself to another than me, and art gone up; thou hast enlarged thy bed, and made thee a covenant with them; thou lovedst their bed where thou sawest it.

9 And thou wentest to the king with ointment, and didst increase thy perfumes, and didst send thy messengers far off, and didst debase thyself even unto hell.

10 Thou art wearied in the greatness of thy way; yet saidst thou not, There is no hope: thou hast found the life of thine hand; therefore thou wast not grieved.

11 And of whom hast thou been afraid or feared, that thou hast lied, and hast not remembered me, nor laid it to thy heart? have not I held my peace even of old, and thou fearest me not?

12 I will declare thy righteousness, and thy works; for they shall not profit thee.

13 When thou criest, let thy companies deliver thee; but the wind shall carry them all away; vanity shall take them: but he that putteth his trust in me shall possess the land, and shall inherit my holy mountain;

14 And shall say, Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take up the stumblingblock out of the way of my people.

15 For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.

16 For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be always wroth: for the spirit should fail before me, and the souls which I have made.

17 For the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, and smote him: I hid me, and was wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way of his heart.

18 I have seen his ways, and will heal him: I will lead him also, and restore comforts unto him and to his mourners.

19 I create the fruit of the lips; Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to him that is near, saith the Lord; and I will heal him.

20 But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt.

21 There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.

Outline 57:

(Conditions of the time; condemnation of the wicked; compassion on the repentant.)
I.
Conditions of the time.  (1-2) 


The righteous perishes and no man takes it to heart.  (The word “perishes” used here 
implies premature death.)

A.
Merciful men are taken away while no one considers that they (the righteous) are 


taken away from the evil to come. (Death is an enemy, but for a believer it is 


a blessing as we go immediately into the presence of the Lord.  In this case, those 


who died escaped the forthcoming exile and judgment.)

B.
He shall enter into peace.



1.
They shall rest in their beds.



2.
Each one will walk in his uprightness. 

II.
Condemnation of the wicked.  (3-13a)


A.
But come here, you sons of the sorceress, you offspring of the adulterer and the 


harlot!   (Idolatry is viewed as spiritual adultery and prostitution which births 


evil.)



1.
Whom do you ridicule?


2.
Against whom do you make a wide mouth and stick out the tongue?


3.
Are you not children of transgression, offspring of falsehood, inflaming 



yourselves with gods under every green tree, slaying the children in the 



valleys under the clefts of the rocks?  (Child sacrifice.)

B.
Among the smooth stones of the stream is your portion.



1.
They, they, are your lot!


2.
Even to them you have poured a drink offering and you have offered a 



grain offering.


3.
Should I receive comfort in these? 


(Apparently, among other things, the people were worshiping the stone David 


used to kill the giant.)


C.
On a lofty and high mountain you have set your bed (altars).



1.
Even there you went up to offer sacrifice.


2.
Behind the doors and their posts you have set up your remembrance.




(The exterior looked good, but behind closed doors they were idolaters.)



3.
You have uncovered yourself to those other than Me and have gone up to 



them.



4.
You have enlarged your bed and made a covenant with them.



5.
You have loved their bed where you saw their nudity. 


(Sin was previously done in secret, but now it is done openly.)


D.
You went to the king with ointment, and increased your perfumes.


E.
You sent your messengers far off, and even descended to Sheol.


(They made alliances with sinful nations.)


F.
You are wearied in the length of your way (trying to find satisfaction apart from 


God).



1.
Yet you did not say, 'There is no hope.'


2.
You have found the life of your hand.



3.
Therefore you were not grieved. 


G.
And of whom have you been afraid, or feared, that you have lied, and not 



remembered Me, nor taken it to your heart? Is it not because I have held My 


peace from of old that you do not fear Me? 

H.
I will declare your (self) righteousness and your works, for they will not profit 


you. 

I.
When you cry out, let your collection of idols deliver you.


1.
But the wind will carry them all away.



2.
A breath will take them.


(Idols are useless in the storms of life.)

III.
Compassion on the repentant.  (13b-20) 


A.
But he who puts his trust in Me shall possess the land, and shall inherit My holy 


mountain (Mt. Moriah—the temple mount where Christ will reign). 


B.
And one shall say:



1.
Heap it up! Heap it up! 



2.
Prepare the way.



3.
Take the stumbling block out of the way of My people. 


C.
For thus says the High and Lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy:


1.
I dwell in the high and holy place, with him who has a contrite and humble 


spirit:




a.
To revive the spirit of the humble.




b.
To revive the heart of the contrite ones. 


2.
I will not contend forever, nor will I always be angry: For the spirit 



would fail before Me, and the souls which I have made. (Mankind could 



not survive God’s unrelenting judgment.)


3.
I was angry and struck him for the iniquity of his covetousness:




a.
I hid and was angry.




b.
He went on backsliding in the way of his heart.



(God withdrew His presence so that His people would sense their need for 


Him, but they continued to reject Him and live in sin.)



4.
I have seen his ways:




a.
I will heal him.




b.
I will also lead him.




c.
I will restore comforts to him and to his mourners. 



5.
I create the fruit of the lips:



a.
Peace, peace to him who is far off and to him who is near.




b.
I will heal him.
IV.
The conclusion. (21)


But the wicked are like the troubled sea when it cannot rest, whose waters 



cast up mire and dirt.  There is no peace for the wicked. 

Study questions on chapter 57:
1.
Using verses 1-2 and outline point I, summarize conditions at the time of this prophetic 
word.  What is stated regarding  righteous and merciful men?  
2.
Using verses 3-13a  and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-To whom is this passaged addressed?



-To what is idolatry compared?



-What questions are asked in point II A?



-What specifically does God mention in point II B regarding their idolatrous 


behavior?



-Using point II C, summarize the disgraceful acts committed by God’s people.



-To whom did the people appeal with ointment and perfumes?



-To where did they send messengers to make alliances?



-Why did the people become weary?



-What questions are asked in point II G?



-What does God say regarding their righteousness and works (II H)?



-What will be the response of the idols when the people cry out to them for 


deliverance?  (II I)
3.
Using verses 13b-20  and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What will be the reward for those who trust in the Lord?



-What does God say will be removed from the way of His people?



-Using point III C, summarize what God says about Himself, His purposes, and 


His judgment.

4.
Using verse 21 and outline point IV, summarize the conclusion of the admonitions in this 
chapter.
5.
Contrast the opening statement on peace in this chapter with the closing statement on 
peace.

6.
What d
id you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 58

1 Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.

2 Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God: they ask of me the ordinances of justice; they take delight in approaching to God.

3 Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no knowledge? Behold, in the day of your fast ye find pleasure, and exact all your labours.

4 Behold, ye fast for strife and debate, and to smite with the fist of wickedness: ye shall not fast as ye do this day, to make your voice to be heard on high.

5 Is it such a fast that I have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul? is it to bow down his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the Lord?

6 Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke?

7 Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh?

8 Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the Lord shall be thy rearward.

9 Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and speaking vanity;

10 And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noonday:

11 And the Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not.

12 And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.

13 If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words:

14 Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

Outline 58:

(Fasting is used to illustrate how Israel attempted to worship without true relationship with God.  Do not mistake religious activity for true spirituality.  Fasting is just one aspect of worship and is used here to illustrate the futility of religion and rituals without true relationship.)
I.
The question of fasting.  (1-3a)


A.
Cry aloud, spare not.



1.
Lift up your voice like a trumpet.



2.
Tell My people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.


(Preaching against sin is never popular, but we are not called to be popular.  We 


are called to deliver God’s Word.  Here, the people are to confess their sins with 


a loud voice like a trumpet.)


B.
Yet they seek Me daily.



1.
They delight to know My ways, as a nation that did righteousness.



2.
They did not forsake the ordinance of their God.


3.
They ask of Me the ordinances of justice.


C.
They take delight in approaching God. They ask:



1.
Why have we fasted, and You have not seen? 



2.
Why have we afflicted our souls, and You take no notice?'


(They attended religious services and fasted regularly, but it had become 



a ritual.  They had only a pretense of righteousness, obedience, and justice.  


They believed they met the requirements for God’s favor, and they had the 



arrogance to demand why He was not blessing them and answering their 



prayers.)
II.
Ineffective fasting.  (3b-5)


A.
You find pleasure in the day of your fast and exploit all your laborers. 


(It was “business” as usual on their fast days instead of setting themselves apart 


to seek the Lord.)


B.
You fast for strife and debate, and to strike with the fist of wickedness.

C.
You will not fast as you do this day, to make your voice heard on high.  (They 


were fasting for selfish reasons.)

D.
Is this a fast that I have chosen?



1.
Is it a day for a man to afflict his soul?


2.
Is it to bow down his head like a bulrush?


3.
Is it to spread out sackcloth and ashes?


4.
Is this what you would you call a fast and an acceptable day to the Lord? 

III.
Effective fasting.  (6-7)

Is this not the fast that I have chosen?:

A.
To loose the bonds of wickedness.


B.
To undo the heavy burdens.


C.
To let the oppressed go free.


D.
To break every yoke.


E.
To share your bread with the hungry.


F.
To bring to your house the poor who are cast out.


G.
To cover the naked when you see him.


H.
To not hide yourself from your own flesh (those in need.).

III.
The results of effective fasting.  (8-14)


(Darkness is a symbol of evil.)


A. 
If you fast effectively:


1.
Your light shall break forth like the morning.



2.
Your healing shall spring forth speedily.



3.
Your righteousness shall go before you.



4.
Your rear guard will be the glory of the Lord. 


5.
You shall call and the Lord will answer.



6.
You shall cry, and He will say, 'Here I am.'


B.
If/then.


1.
If...




a.
You take away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the 




finger, 
and speaking wickedness (oppressing others, speaking evil, 



gossip, bribery, and false accusations).




b.
You extend your soul to the hungry and satisfy the afflicted soul 




(with that which you sustain your own life)...


2.
Then...




a.
Your light shall dawn in the darkness and your darkness shall be as 



the noonday. 



b.
You will be guided continually by the Lord.




c.
Your soul will be satisfied in drought.




d.
Your bones will be strengthened.




e.
You shall be like a watered garden and like a spring of water, 




whose waters do not fail.



f.
You and those from among you shall build the old waste places.





(1)
You shall raise up the foundations of many generations.





(2)
You shall be called the “Repairer of the Breach” and “The 





Restorer of Streets to Dwell In”. 


3.
If...



a.
If you turn away your foot from the Sabbath (traveling 





unnecessarily), from doing your pleasure on My holy day.




b.
If you call the Sabbath a delight, the holy day of the Lord 





honorable, and shall honor Him--not doing your own ways, nor 




finding your own pleasure, or speaking your own words... 



(The Sabbath was a sign between God and Israel:  Exodus 31:17. The 



New Testament speaks of a sabbath rest as believers entering to the rest 



of redemption: Hebrews 4:1.)



4.
Then...




a.
You shall delight yourself in the Lord.




b.
You shall ride on the high hills of the earth.




c.
You will be fed with the heritage (the promises) of Jacob your 




father. 



(You are lifted up spiritually and emotionally when you worship properly.)
(Other than the Day of Atonement which called for fasting and repentance, the Lord mandated feast days to His people, not fast days.  The people themselves had instituted regular, ritualistic fasting and made it a practice of spiritual pride:  Matthew 6:16.) 

Study questions on chapter 58:
1.
Using verses 1-3 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What admonition is given in verse 1?



-What were the people doing regularly?



-What were they claiming?



-What were they asking of God and why?

2.
Using verses 4-5 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What activities were the people engaging in on fast days?



-What was their motive for fasting?



-What questions does God ask regarding their fasts?

3.
Using verses 6-7 and outline point III, list eight guidelines for effective fasting (points 
A-H).
4.
Using verses 8-14 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-According to point III A, what will happen if they fast effectively?



-Using point III B, list the if/then promises regarding effective fasting.
5.
According to the closing outline note, what had fasting become to these people?
6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 59

1 Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:

2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.

3 For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness.

4 None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth: they trust in vanity, and speak lies; they conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity.

5 They hatch cockatrice' eggs, and weave the spider's web: he that eateth of their eggs dieth, and that which is crushed breaketh out into a viper.

6 Their webs shall not become garments, neither shall they cover themselves with their works: their works are works of iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands.

7 Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood: their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruction are in their paths.

8 The way of peace they know not; and there is no judgment in their goings: they have made them crooked paths: whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace.

9 Therefore is judgment far from us, neither doth justice overtake us: we wait for light, but behold obscurity; for brightness, but we walk in darkness.

10 We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at noonday as in the night; we are in desolate places as dead men.

11 We roar all like bears, and mourn sore like doves: we look for judgment, but there is none; for salvation, but it is far off from us.

12 For our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against us: for our transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them;

13 In transgressing and lying against the Lord, and departing away from our God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falsehood.

14 And judgment is turned away backward, and justice standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter.

15 Yea, truth faileth; and he that departeth from evil maketh himself a prey: and the Lord saw it, and it displeased him that there was no judgment.

16 And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor: therefore his arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him.

17 For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon his head; and he put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloke.

18 According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury to his adversaries, recompence to his enemies; to the islands he will repay recompence.

19 So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him.

20 And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord.

21 As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the Lord; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever.

Outline  59:

(Reasons for separation; results of sin; the Redeemer; reassurance.)
I.
Reasons for separation from God:  Sin.  (1-8)

The Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, nor His ear heavy that it cannot 
hear.  
But you are separated from God because of:


A.
Iniquities and sins.


1.
Your iniquities have separated you from your God and your sins have 



hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear.


2.
Your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity.

B.
Lies and perversity.


Your lips have spoken lies and your tongue has muttered perversity. 


C.
Injustice.



1.
No one calls for justice, nor does any plead for truth.


2.
They trust in empty words and speak lies.

D.
Conceiving and birthing evil.



1.
They conceive evil and bring forth iniquity. 


2.
They hatch vipers' eggs and weave the spider's web.



3.
He who eats of their eggs dies, and from that which is crushed a viper 



breaks out. 


(What they give birth to spiritually will destroy them.  They are compared to 


pregnant women birthing sin; vipers hatching eggs; and spiders weaving webs to 


entrap others.)


E.
Wicked works.


1.
Their webs will not become garments, nor will they cover themselves with 


their works.



2.
Their works are works of iniquity.



3.
The act of violence is in their hands.


4.
Their feet run to evil.



5.
They make haste to shed innocent blood.

F.
Evil thoughts.



Their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity.


G.
Wasting and destructive ways.



1.
Wasting and destruction are in their paths.


2.
The way of peace they have not known.


H.
Injustice.



1.
There is no justice in their ways.



2.
They have made themselves crooked paths.



3.
Whoever takes that way shall not know peace. 
II.
Results of sin.  (9-15a) 


A.
There is a lack of justice and righteousness.



Therefore justice is far from us, nor does righteousness overtake us.


B.
There is spiritual blindness.



1.
We look for light, but there is darkness.


2.
We look for brightness, but we walk in blackness. 


3.
We grope for the wall like the blind.



4.
We grope as if we had no eyes.



5.
We stumble at noonday as at twilight.


C.
There is deep despair.



1.
We are as dead men in desolate places. 


2.
We all growl like bears.



3.
We moan sadly like doves.



4.
We look for justice, but there is none.



5.
We look for salvation, but it is far from us. 

D.
There is increasing sinfulness.



1.
Our transgressions are multiplied before you.



2.
Our sins testify against us.



3.
Our transgressions are with us.



4.
Our  iniquities are known to us: 



a.
Transgressing and lying against the Lord.




b.
Departing from our God.




c.
Speaking oppression and revolt.




d.
Conceiving and uttering words of falsehood from the heart.



(They claimed they were blind and looking for light, but this passage confirms 


that their sins were known to them.  It also confirms that sin is a matter of the 


heart:  Matthew15:19.)


E.
There is a lack of justice, righteousness, truth, and equity.



1.
Justice is turned back.



2.
Righteousness stands afar off.



3.
Truth is fallen (is lacking) in the street.



4.
Equity cannot enter.


5.
Truth fails.


F.
There are attacks on those who choose to live uprightly.



He who departs from evil makes himself a prey (of the wicked).



(The wicked attack the righteous because their righteous living rebukes them.)

III.
Redemption from sin.  (15b-20) 


A.
Then the Lord saw it, and it displeased Him that there was no justice.

B.
He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor.


C.
Therefore:



1.
His own arm brought salvation for Him.



2.
His own righteousness sustained Him. 


3.
He put on righteousness as a breastplate.



4.
He put on a helmet of salvation on His head.



5.
He put on the garments of vengeance for clothing.



6.
He was clothed with zeal as a cloak. 


(Compare this passage to Ephesians 6:10-18.)


D.
According to their deeds, accordingly He will repay.



1.
Fury to His adversaries.



2.
Recompense to His enemies.



3.
Compensation to the coastlands.

E.
So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, and His glory from the 


rising of the sun.


F.
When the enemy comes in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord will lift up a 



standard against him. (Our standard of deliverance and defense is Jesus Christ.)

G.
The Redeemer will come to Zion, and to those who turn from transgression in 


Jacob
 IV.
Reassurance of restored relationship.  (21)

"As for Me," says the Lord, "this is My covenant with them": 

A.
My Spirit  is upon you.


B.
My words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart from your mouth, nor 


from the mouth of your descendants, nor from the mouth of your descendants' 


descendants from this time and forevermore. 

Study questions on chapter 59:
1.
Using verses 1-8 and outline point I A-H, list the reasons for separation from God.

2.
Using verses 9-15a and outline point II A-F, list the results of sin and separation from 
God.

3.
Using verses 15b-20 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What did God see that displeased Him?



-What did God wonder about?



-According to point III C, what did God do in response to this void?



-Using point III D, explain how God will repay sinful people. 



-According to point III E, what is the purpose of judgment?



-What will the Spirit of the Lord do when the enemy comes in like a flood?



-To whom will the Redeemer manifest Himself?  

4.
Using verse 21 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-With whom is God’s covenant?



-What spirit will rest upon them?



-What promises does God make regarding His Word in the closing verse of this 


chapter?

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 60

1 Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.

2 For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.

3 And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.

4 Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather themselves together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side.

5 Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee.

6 The multitude of camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; all they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense; and they shall shew forth the praises of the Lord.

7 All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together unto thee, the rams of Nebaioth shall minister unto thee: they shall come up with acceptance on mine altar, and I will glorify the house of my glory.

8 Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their windows?

9 Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish first, to bring thy sons from far, their silver and their gold with them, unto the name of the Lord thy God, and to the Holy One of Israel, because he hath glorified thee.

10 And the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister unto thee: for in my wrath I smote thee, but in my favour have I had mercy on thee.

11 Therefore thy gates shall be open continually; they shall not be shut day nor night; that men may bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings may be brought.

12 For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted.

13 The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I will make the place of my feet glorious.

14 The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee; and all they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee, The city of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

15 Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, so that no man went through thee, I will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations.

16 Thou shalt also suck the milk of the Gentiles, and shalt suck the breast of kings: and thou shalt know that I the Lord am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob.

17 For brass I will bring gold, and for iron I will bring silver, and for wood brass, and for stones iron: I will also make thy officers peace, and thine exactors righteousness.

18 Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise.

19 The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory.

20 Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended.

21 Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified.

22 A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation: I the Lord will hasten it in his time.

Outline 60:

(God will use the nations to bless His people; God will show mercy to Israel, make them into a new nation, and  be the glory of His people.)
I.
God will use the Gentiles (the nations) to bless His people.  (1-10a) 


A.
Arise (from the depression and prostration of circumstances), shine for your light 


has come and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you.


1.
For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the 



people.



2.
But the Lord will arise over you, and His glory will be seen upon you.


3.
The Gentiles (nations) shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness 


of your rising  (restored Israel and their Messiah--Jesus Christ, the light 



of the world). 


B.
Lift up your eyes all around, and see:


1.
They all gather together, they come to you.




a.
Your sons shall come from afar.




b.
Your daughters shall be nursed at your side. 


2.
Then you shall see and become radiant, and your heart shall swell with joy 


because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you and the wealth of 



the Gentiles (nations) shall come to you. 


3.
The multitude of camels shall cover your land:




a.
The dromedaries (camels) of Midian and Ephah and all those from 




Sheba shall come.




b.
They shall bring gold and incense, and they shall proclaim the 




praises of the Lord. 



(At Christ’s first coming, they offered gold, incense, and myrrh.  Myrrh is 



no longer offered here as it is symbolic of mourning and suffering which 



will be eliminated in the Kingdom.) 



4.
All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together to you, the rams of 



Nebaioth shall minister to you.  (Ezekiel 40-44: The sacrifices of the new 



Millennium will point back to the death of Jesus. Sacrifices in the Old 



Testament pointed, by faith, towards His death.)


5.
They shall ascend with acceptance on My altar, and I will glorify the 



house of My glory. 

C.
Who are these who fly like a cloud, and like doves to their roosts?


1
Surely the coastlands shall wait for Me and the ships of Tarshish 




(representative of the nations) will come first:




a.
To bring your sons from afar.




b.
To bring their silver and their gold with them, to the name of the 




Lord your God, and to the Holy One of Israel, because He has 




glorified you. 



2.
The sons of foreigners shall build up your walls.



3.
Their kings shall minister to you.

II. 
 God will have mercy on His people.  (10b-14)


A.
For in My wrath I struck you, but in My favor I have had mercy on you. 



Therefore:



1.
Your gates shall be open continually.



2.
They shall not be shut day or night.



3.
They shall be open so that men may bring to you the wealth of the 




Gentiles, and their kings in procession--for the nation and kingdom which 



will not serve you shall perish, and those nations shall be utterly ruined. 


B.
The glory of Lebanon shall come to you--the cypress, the pine, and the box tree 


together--to beautify the place of My sanctuary and I will make the place of My 


feet glorious.  

C.
Also the sons of those who afflicted you shall come bowing to you.



1.
All those who despised you shall fall prostrate at the soles of your feet.



2.
They shall call you: The City of the Lord, Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
III.
God will make Israel into a new people.  (15-18)

A.
Whereas you have been forsaken and hated, so that no one went through you, I 


will make you an eternal excellence and a joy of many generations.

B.
You shall drink the milk of the Gentiles (nations)  and milk the breast of kings.



(Milk is representative of nurturing, as the breasts nurture an infant.  Israel will 


be nurtured by the wealth of the nations flowing into it.)


C.
You shall know that I, the Lord, am your Savior and your Redeemer, the Mighty 


One of Jacob. 


D.
Instead of bronze I will bring gold; instead of iron I will bring silver; instead of 


wood, bronze; and instead of stones, iron.

E.
I will also make your officers peace, and your magistrates righteousness. 

F.
Violence shall no longer be heard in your land, neither wasting nor destruction 


within your borders.


G.
But you shall call your walls “Salvation” and your gates “Praise”. 

IV.
God will be the glory of His people.  (19-22) 


A.
The sun shall no longer be your light by day, nor for brightness shall the moon 


give light to you.



1.
The Lord will be to you an everlasting light, and your God your glory.


2.
Your sun shall no longer go down, nor shall your moon withdraw itself, 



for the Lord will be your everlasting light.


B.
The days of your mourning shall be ended. 

C.
Your people shall all be righteous.


D.
They shall inherit the land forever, the branch of My planting, the work of My 


hands, that I may be glorified.

E.
A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation.

F.
I, the Lord, will hasten it in its time.  (When it is time, it will happen rapidly.)
(God’s glory originally dwelt with man in the Garden of Eden, but withdrew because of sin.  His glory then came into the tabernacle and later into the temple, but departed when the nation turned to idols.  God’s glory came to Israel in the person of Jesus, and was rejected.  Today God’s glory dwells in His church and in His people individually.  In the future, His glory will be revealed to the whole earth.)
Study questions on chapter 60:
1.
Using verses 1-10a and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What command is given in the opening verse?



-What are conditions in the earth at this time?



-What will the Lord do for His people during this time?



-Who will come to the light of restored Israel and their Messiah?



-Who will come from afar?



-Who will be nursed at their side?



-What will be Israel’s response to this restoration?



-From where will abundance flow into Israel? 



-What specific wealth is mentioned?



-What statement is made in point B 5 which indicates that Israel is restored 


spiritually as well as materially?



-What question is asked in verse 8 and what answer is given in verses 9-10a?

2.
Using verses 10b-14 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What will God extend once again to His people?



-What is stated regarding the city gates?



-Who shall bring treasures into the city?



-What overtures will be made by the sons of those who previously afflicted and 


despised Israel? 



-What will the city of Jerusalem be called?

3.
Using verses 15-18 and point III, answer the following questions.



-What promises are given to God’s people?



-According to point III B, what will the nations and kings of nations bring to 


Israel?



-What specific treasures will be brought into the land?



-What will Israel come to know?



-What effect will this have on the officers and magistrates? (III E)


-What will no longer exist within their borders? (III F)


-What will the walls of the city be called?



-What will the gates of the city be called?

4.
Using verses 19-22 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-How will the city be lit?



-What does God promise to be to His people?



-What promises are made regarding their days of mourning?


-What promises are made regarding the land?

5.
Using the final outline note of this chapter, summarize what you learn about God’s glory.  
6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 61

1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;

2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;

3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified.

4 And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of many generations.

5 And strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and the sons of the alien shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers.

6 But ye shall be named the Priests of the Lord: men shall call you the Ministers of our God: ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye boast yourselves.

7 For your shame ye shall have double; and for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion: therefore in their land they shall possess the double: everlasting joy shall be unto them.

8 For I the Lord love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt offering; and I will direct their work in truth, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.

9 And their seed shall be known among the Gentiles, and their offspring among the people: all that see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed which the Lord hath blessed.

10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.

11 For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations.

Outline 61:

(The revelation of the mandate of ministry; rebuilt ruins; renewed covenant; restored relationship.) 

I.
Revelation of the mandate of ministry:  (1-3)

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me because the Lord has anointed Me to: 


A.
Preach good tidings to the poor.


B.
Heal the brokenhearted.


C.
Proclaim liberty to the captives and the opening of the prison to those who 


are bound.


D.
Proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our 



God. (In Luke 4:16-19 Jesus quotes this passage up to “the day of vengeance” 


because that was not part of the mission for His first coming.  The remainder of 


the prophecy was “fulfilled that day”  See also Acts 10:38 )

E.
Comfort those who mourn.



1.
To console those who mourn in Zion.



2.
To give them beauty for ashes (ashes applied to a person were a sign of 



mourning), the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise for the 



spirit of heaviness.



3.
That they may be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, so 


that He may be glorified. 

II.
Rebuilt ruins.  (4-7)


A.
And they shall rebuild the old ruins.



1.
They shall raise up the former desolations.



2.
They shall repair the ruined cities, the desolations of many generations. 


(This passage is literal, but can also be applied spiritually as believers raise up 


those who are desolate and repair ruined lives through the power of the Gospel.)


B.
Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and the sons of the foreigner shall be 


your plowmen and your vinedressers.

C.
But you shall be named the priests of the Lord, they shall call you the servants of 


our God.

D.
You shall eat the riches of the Gentiles (nations), and in their glory you shall 


boast. 

E.
Instead of your shame you shall have double honor.



1.
Instead of confusion they shall rejoice in their portion. 


2.
Therefore in their land they shall possess double.


F.
Everlasting joy shall be theirs. 
III.
Renewed covenant.  (8-9)

A.
I, the Lord, love justice

B.
I hate robbery for burnt offering.


C.
I will direct their work in truth.


D.
I will make with them an everlasting covenant. 


1.
Their descendants shall be known among the Gentiles.



2.
Their offspring shall be known among the people.


3.
All who see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the posterity 



whom the Lord has blessed. (See also Jeremiah 31:31-37.)

IV.
Restored relationship.  (10-11)

A.
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God because:


1.
He has clothed me with the garments of salvation.



2.
He has covered me with the robe of righteousness:



3
As a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments (Matthew 3:17).



4.
As a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

B.
For as the earth brings forth its bud, as the garden causes the things that are sown 


in it to spring forth, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring 


forth before all the nations. 


(See also Romans 13:14; Ephesians 4:22-24; and Matthew 22:11-14.)

Study questions on chapter 61:
1.  
Using verses 1-3 and outline point I,  summarize the revelation of the mandate of 
ministry.
2.
Using verses 4-7 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What will God’s people do regarding the old ruins?



-Who will serve God’s people?



-What will God’s people be called in that day? 



-What shall God’s people receive from the nations?



-What will God’s people have instead of shame and confusion?

3.
Using verses 8-9  and outline point  III, list the four “I will” statements made by the Lord.

4.
Using verses 10-11 and outline point IV, summarize the reasons given for rejoicing in the 
Lord.

5.
What analogy is used to describe how righteousness and praise will spring forth?

6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 62

1 For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.

2 And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name.

3 Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.

4 Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called Hephzi-bah, and thy land Beulah: for the Lord delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married.

5 For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee.

6 I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day nor night: ye that make mention of the Lord, keep not silence,

7 And give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.

8 The Lord hath sworn by his right hand, and by the arm of his strength, Surely I will no more give thy corn to be meat for thine enemies; and the sons of the stranger shall not drink thy wine, for the which thou hast laboured:

9 But they that have gathered it shall eat it, and praise the Lord; and they that have brought it together shall drink it in the courts of my holiness.

10 Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the way of the people; cast up, cast up the highway; gather out the stones; lift up a standard for the people.

11 Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.

12 And they shall call them, The holy people, The redeemed of the Lord: and thou shalt be called, Sought out, A city not forsaken.

Outline 62:

(Israel’s restoration: The Lord has determined, established, sworn, and proclaimed His plan.) 

I.
The Lord has determined. (1-5)

A.
For Zion's sake I (God) will not hold My peace and for Jerusalem's sake I will not 


rest until:



1.
Her righteousness goes forth as brightness.



2.
Her salvation is as a lamp that burns. 


3.
The Gentiles (nations) and all kings shall see your righteousness and your 



glory.

B.
You shall be called by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord will name.


1.
You shall also be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord and a royal 



diadem In the hand of your God. 


2.
You shall no longer be termed “Forsaken”, nor shall your land any more 



be termed “Desolate”.




a.
You shall be called “Hephzibah” (meaning “My delight is in 




her”).




b.
Your land shall be called “Beulah” (meaning “married, protected 




one”).

C.
For the Lord delights in you, and your land shall be married. 


1.
For as a young man marries a virgin, so shall your sons marry you.



2.
And as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice 



over you (Revelation 21:2,9-11). 

II.
The Lord has established.  (6-7)


A.
I have set watchmen on your walls, oh Jerusalem.


B.
They shall never hold their peace day or night.

C.
You who make mention of the Lord, do not keep silent.


D.
Give Him no rest till He establishes and till He makes Jerusalem a praise in the 


earth.  (The watchmen were to remind God of His promises to Israel/Jerusalem.)
III.
The Lord has sworn.  (8-10)


The Lord has sworn by His right hand and by the arm of His strength:

A.
Surely I will no longer give your grain as food for your enemies. The sons of the 


foreigner shall not drink your new wine for which you have labored. 


1.
Those who have gathered it shall eat it and praise the Lord.



2.
Those who have brought it together shall drink it in My holy courts. 


B.
Go through, go through the gates!


1.
Prepare the way for the people.



2.
Build up the highway! (A road to Jerusalem was to be prepared so that 



the people could go to worship.)


3.
Take out the stones (hindrances).



4.
Lift up a banner for the peoples.  (A banner was lifted in those days as a 



rallying point for God’s  people.  The cross is the banner over all true 



believers.)
IV.
The Lord has proclaimed.  (11-12) 


A.
Indeed the Lord has proclaimed to the end of the world: Say to the daughter of 


Zion:



1.
Surely your salvation is coming.



2.
Behold, His reward is with Him.



3.
His work before Him.

B.
And they shall call them:



1.
The Holy People.



2.
The Redeemed of the Lord.



3.
Sought Out, a City Not Forsaken. 




(Israel had repeatedly forsaken God.  Now she will be sought by God and 



the nations.)
Study questions on chapter 62:
1.
Using verses 1-5 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What has the Lord determined regarding Zion and Jerusalem?



-How is Jerusalem’s righteousness described?



-How is Jerusalem’s salvation described?



-What will the nations observe about Jerusalem?



-What was the previous term used to describe Jerusalem and what did it mean?



-What will be the new name used to describe Jerusalem and what does it mean?



-What analogy is used in point I C?

2.
Using verses 6-7 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who will God set over Jerusalem’s walls?



-What will be their responsibility? 

3.
Using verses 8-10 and outline point III, summarize what the Lord has sworn in behalf of 
His people and how are they to prepare for it?
4.
Using verses 11-12 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What has the Lord proclaimed to be said to the daughter of Zion?



-What will God’s people be called?



-What will the city of Jerusalem be called? 
5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 63

1 Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength? I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save.

2 Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in the winefat?

3 I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment.

4 For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come.

5 And I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered that there was none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me.

6 And I will tread down the people in mine anger, and make them drunk in my fury, and I will bring down their strength to the earth.

7 I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the Lord, and the praises of the Lord, according to all that the Lord hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which he hath bestowed on them according to his mercies, and according to the multitude of his lovingkindnesses.

8 For he said, Surely they are my people, children that will not lie: so he was their Saviour.

9 In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried them all the days of old.

10 But they rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit: therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and he fought against them.

11 Then he remembered the days of old, Moses, and his people, saying, Where is he that brought them up out of the sea with the shepherd of his flock? where is he that put his holy Spirit within him?

12 That led them by the right hand of Moses with his glorious arm, dividing the water before them, to make himself an everlasting name?

13 That led them through the deep, as an horse in the wilderness, that they should not stumble?

14 As a beast goeth down into the valley, the Spirit of the Lord caused him to rest: so didst thou lead thy people, to make thyself a glorious name.

15 Look down from heaven, and behold from the habitation of thy holiness and of thy glory: where is thy zeal and thy strength, the sounding of thy bowels and of thy mercies toward me? are they restrained?

16 Doubtless thou art our father, though Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not: thou, O Lord, art our father, our redeemer; thy name is from everlasting.

17 O Lord, why hast thou made us to err from thy ways, and hardened our heart from thy fear? Return for thy servants' sake, the tribes of thine inheritance.

18 The people of thy holiness have possessed it but a little while: our adversaries have trodden down thy sanctuary.

19 We are thine: thou never barest rule over them; they were not called by thy name.

Outline  63:

(Looking ahead, looking back, and looking up.)
I.
Looking ahead: The Lord will bring judgment and salvation.  (1-6)

A. 
The Lord brings judgment.



The questions.



1.
Who is this who comes from Edom, with dyed garments from 




Bozrah, this One who is glorious in His apparel, traveling in the 




greatness of His strength? --"I who speak in righteousness, mighty 




to save." 



2.
Why is Your apparel red, and Your garments like one who treads 




in the winepress? 


B.
The answers (from God).


1.
Judgment.




a.
I have trodden the winepress alone, and from the peoples no one 




was with Me.



b.
For I have trodden them in My anger, and trampled them in My 




fury.




c.
Their blood is sprinkled upon My garments, and I have stained all 




My robes. 



d.
For the day of vengeance is in My heart, and the year of My 




redeemed has come. 


2
Salvation.



a.
I looked, but there was no one to help, and I wondered that there 




was no one to uphold.  (Only God could redeem them.)



b.
Therefore My own arm brought salvation for Me and My own 




fury, it 
sustained Me. 



c.
I have trodden down the peoples (nations) in My anger, made them 



drunk in My fury, and brought down their strength to the earth. 

II.
Looking back:  God's past mercies are remembered.  (7-14)

A.
I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the Lord and the praises of the Lord:



1.
According to all that the Lord has bestowed on us.



2.
According to the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which He has 



bestowed on them according to His mercies.



3.
According to the multitude of His lovingkindnesses. 

B.
For He said, "Surely they are My people, children who will not lie."

C.
So He became their Savior. 


1.
In all their affliction He was afflicted.



2.
The Angel of His Presence saved them.



3.
In His love and in His pity He redeemed them.



4.
He bore them and carried them all the days of old. 

D.
But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit so He turned Himself against them 


as an enemy and He fought against them. 


E.
Then he remembered the days of old, Moses and his people, saying:


1.
Where is He who brought them up out of the sea with the shepherd of His 



flock?


2.
Where is He who put His Holy Spirit within them?



3.
Who led them by the right hand of Moses, with His glorious arm.


4.
Who divided the water before them to make for Himself an everlasting 



name.



5.
Who led them through the deep, as a horse in the wilderness, that they 



might not stumble as a beast goes down into the valley?


F.
And the Spirit of the Lord causes him to rest, so You lead Your people, to 



make Yourself a glorious name. 

III.
Looking up:  An appeal for mercies in the present.  (15-19) 


A.
Look down from heaven, and see from Your habitation, holy and glorious.


1.
Where are Your zeal and Your strength, the yearning of Your heart and 



Your mercies toward me? 


2.
Are they restrained? 

B.
Doubtless You are our Father:



1.
Though Abraham was ignorant of us, and Israel does not acknowledge 



us, You, oh Lord, are our Father.



2.
You are our Redeemer, from Everlasting is Your name. 

C.
Oh Lord, why have You made us stray from Your ways, and hardened our heart 


from Your fear?

D.
Return for Your servants' sake, the tribes of Your inheritance. 


1.
Your holy people have possessed it but a little while.



2.
Our adversaries have trodden down Your sanctuary. 


3.
We have become like those of old, over whom You never ruled, those who 


were never called by Your name. 

Study questions on chapter 63:
1.
Using verses 1-6  and outline point I, answer the following questions regarding what the 
people are to look forward to..



-What questions are asked in the opening verses of this chapter?



-Using point I B, what are the answers given to these questions?

2.
Using verses 7-14 and outline point II, summarize what the people are admonished to 
look back upon.  


-What had God done for them?  


-What was their response?  


-How did God remain faithful despite their failures?
3.
Using verses 15-19 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What appeals are made?



-What is declared regarding God’s faithfulness?



-What names are used for God?



-Summarize the condition of God’s people as detailed in point III D.
4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 64

1 Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence,

2 As when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the nations may tremble at thy presence!

3 When thou didst terrible things which we looked not for, thou camest down, the mountains flowed down at thy presence.

4 For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him.

5 Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, those that remember thee in thy ways: behold, thou art wroth; for we have sinned: in those is continuance, and we shall be saved.

6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.

7 And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities.

8 But now, O Lord, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand.

9 Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity for ever: behold, see, we beseech thee, we are all thy people.

10 Thy holy cities are a wilderness, Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation.

11 Our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised thee, is burned up with fire: and all our pleasant things are laid waste.

12 Wilt thou refrain thyself for these things, O Lord? wilt thou hold thy peace, and afflict us very sore?

Outline 64:

(Israel’s appeal: Our Savior, our sin, our salvation.)
I.
Israel’s appeal:  Our Savior:  There is no God like Jehovah  (1-5a)

A.
Oh, that You would rend the heavens!

B.
That You would come down!

C.
That the mountains might shake at Your presence.


1.
As fire burns brushwood.



2.
As fire causes water to boil.


D.
To make Your name known to Your adversaries so that the nations may tremble 


at Your presence! 

E.
When You did awesome things for which we did not look:



1.
You came down.



2.
The mountains shook at Your presence. 

F.
For since the beginning of the world men have not heard nor perceived by the ear, 

nor has the eye seen any God besides You:



1.
Who acts for the one who waits for Him.


2.
Who meets him who rejoices, does righteousness, and remembers You in 



Your ways.
II.
Israel’s appeal:  Our sin.  (5b-7)


The effects of our sin:


A.
You are indeed angry.



1.
We have sinned.



2.
We continue in these ways.



3.
We need to be saved. 


B.
But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are like filthy 


rags.


C.
We all fade as a leaf and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.


(Our mortal bodies will fade like a leaf.  Our good deeds do not counteract evil 


deeds any more than a leaf in the wind.)


D.
There is no one who calls on Your name, who stirs himself up to take hold of 


You.


E.
For You have hidden Your face from us and have consumed us because of our 


iniquities. 

(The effects of sin include bondage—in that we continue in it.  It incurs God’s anger, 
results in spiritual and moral corruption, and is destructive—like a wind that wreaks 
havoc on everything in its path.  Sadly, it separates us from God and eventually causes 
Him to hide His face from us and chastise us.)

III.
Israel’s appeal:  Our salvation.  (8-12)


A.
But now, oh Lord:



1.
You are our Father.



2.
We are the clay.




a.
You are our potter.




b.
We are the work of Your hand. 


(The potter/clay analogy is also used in Isaiah 29:16 and 41:25.)


B.
Do not be furious, oh Lord, nor remember iniquity forever.



1.
Indeed, please look--we all are Your people! 


2.
The results of sin if you do not provide salvation:




a.
Your holy cities are a wilderness.




b.
Zion is a wilderness.




c.
Jerusalem a desolation. 



d.
Our holy and beautiful temple, where our fathers praised You, is 




burned up with fire.




e.
All of our pleasant things are laid waste.

C.
Considering these calamities:



1.
Will You restrain Yourself because of these things, oh Lord? 


2.
Will You hold Your peace, and afflict us very severely? 

Study questions on chapter 64:
1.
Using verses 1-5a and outline point I, answer the following questions.


 
-Summarize what God did for Israel in the past.



-Summarize their appeal to God in this passage.



-What has made God unique from the beginning of the world? 

2.
Using verses 5b-7 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What admissions are made in point II A?



-How is Israel’s condition described in points II B, C, and D?



-What analogy is used for their condition in point II C?



-According to point II E, what has been the result of Israel’s sin?

3.
Using verses 8-12 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-Summarize the declaration made in point III A.



-What request is made in point III B 1?



-According to point III B 2, what will happen to Israel’s land, Jerusalem, and their 

temple if they are not saved?



-What final questions are asked in the appeal in point III C?
4.
 What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 65

1 I am sought of them that asked not for me; I am found of them that sought me not: I said, Behold me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called by my name.

2 I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way that was not good, after their own thoughts;

3 A people that provoketh me to anger continually to my face; that sacrificeth in gardens, and burneth incense upon altars of brick;

4 Which remain among the graves, and lodge in the monuments, which eat swine's flesh, and broth of abominable things is in their vessels;

5 Which say, Stand by thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier than thou. These are a smoke in my nose, a fire that burneth all the day.

6 Behold, it is written before me: I will not keep silence, but will recompense, even recompense into their bosom,

7 Your iniquities, and the iniquities of your fathers together, saith the Lord, which have burned incense upon the mountains, and blasphemed me upon the hills: therefore will I measure their former work into their bosom.

8 Thus saith the Lord, As the new wine is found in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not; for a blessing is in it: so will I do for my servants' sakes, that I may not destroy them all.

9 And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of my mountains: and mine elect shall inherit it, and my servants shall dwell there.

10 And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and the valley of Achor a place for the herds to lie down in, for my people that have sought me.

11 But ye are they that forsake the Lord, that forget my holy mountain, that prepare a table for that troop, and that furnish the drink offering unto that number.

12 Therefore will I number you to the sword, and ye shall all bow down to the slaughter: because when I called, ye did not answer; when I spake, ye did not hear; but did evil before mine eyes, and did choose that wherein I delighted not.

13 Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, my servants shall eat, but ye shall be hungry: behold, my servants shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty: behold, my servants shall rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed:

14 Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl for vexation of spirit.

15 And ye shall leave your name for a curse unto my chosen: for the Lord God shall slay thee, and call his servants by another name:

16 That he who blesseth himself in the earth shall bless himself in the God of truth; and he that sweareth in the earth shall swear by the God of truth; because the former troubles are forgotten, and because they are hid from mine eyes.

17 For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.

18 But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.

19 And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying.

20 There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed.

21 And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them.

22 They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.

23 They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of the Lord, and their offspring with them.

24 And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.

25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the Lord.

Outline 65:

(God’s judgment of the wicked; contrasts between the righteous and wicked; the rewards of righteousness.) 
I.
God’s judgment on the wicked.  (1-7)


Thus says the Lord:


A.
I was (ready to be) sought by those who did not ask for Me.



1.
I was (ready to be) found by those who did not seek Me.


2.
I said, 'Here I am, here I am,' to a nation that has not called by My name. 



(God continuously reveals Himself to those who do not seek Him.  He 



seeks relationship with them: Romans 10:20-21.)


B.
I have stretched out My hands all day long to a rebellious people:



1.
Who walk in a way that is not good, according to their own thoughts.



2.
Who provoke Me to anger continually to My face.



3.
Who sacrifice in gardens, and burn incense on altars of brick.



4.
Who sit among the graves and spend the night in the tombs.



5.
Who eat swine's flesh and the broth of abominable things is in their 



vessels.  (This was prohibited by Levitical law: Leviticus 11:7.)


6.
Who say, 'Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am holier than 



you!'


(The Jews thought they were holier than others because of their works like 


sacrifices, burning incense, etc.)


C.
These are smoke in My nostrils, a fire that burns all the day. 


D.
Behold, it is written before Me:


1.
I will not keep silence, but will repay--even repay into their bosom--your 



iniquities and the iniquities of your fathers together.



2.
They have burned incense on the mountains and blasphemed Me on the 



hills.



3.
Therefore I will measure their former work into their bosom. 

II.
Contrasts between the righteous and the wicked. (8-16)


(Between true believers and unbelievers.) 


Thus says the Lord:


A.
The righteous.



1.
As the new wine is found in the cluster and one says, 'Do not destroy it, 



for a blessing is in it,' so will I do for My servants' sake that I may not 



destroy them all. 


2.
I will bring forth descendants from Jacob and from Judah an heir of My 



mountains.



3.
My elect shall inherit it, and My servants shall dwell there.


4.
Sharon shall be a fold of flocks and the Valley of Achor a place for herds 



to lie down, for My people who have sought Me.   (Sharon was a swamp 



and Achor was in the desert near the Dead Sea.  The Valley of Achor was 



previously a place of trouble, but will now be a safe place for the flocks:  



Joshua 7:24; 15:7.)

B.
The wicked.


1.
But you are those who forsake the Lord, who forget My holy mountain, 



who prepare a table for Gad, and who furnish a drink offering for Meni.  


2.
Therefore I will number you for the sword, and you shall all bow down to 



the slaughter.



3.
Because, when I called, you did not answer and when I spoke, you did not 



hear--but you did evil before My eyes and chose that in which I do not 



delight. 


C.
Contrasts between the righteous and the wicked.


1.
Behold, My servants shall eat, but you shall be hungry.



2.
Behold, My servants shall drink, but you shall be thirsty.



3.
Behold, My servants shall rejoice, but you shall be ashamed.



4.
Behold, My servants shall sing for joy of heart, but you shall cry for 



sorrow of heart and wail for grief of spirit.

D.
The wicked.



1.
You shall leave your name as a curse to My chosen.



2.
For the Lord God will slay you, and call His servants by another name.




a.
So that he who blesses himself in the earth shall bless himself in 




the God of truth.




b.
And he who swears in the earth shall swear by the God of truth.




c.
Because the former troubles are forgotten and they are hidden from 



My eyes (no longer remembered). 

III.
The rewards of righteousness:  Eternal life in a new heaven and earth.  (17-25) 

A.
The new heaven and earth.



1.
For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth and the former shall not 



be remembered or come to mind  (2 Peter 3:10,13).  



2.
But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create.


B.
The New Jerusalem.

.

1.
For behold, I create Jerusalem as a rejoicing, and her people a joy. 


2.
I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in My people.



3.
The voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her, nor the voice of 



crying. 


C.
The people of New Jerusalem.



1.
No more shall an infant from there live but a few days, nor an old man 



who has not fulfilled his days.



2.
For the child shall die one hundred years old, but the sinner being one 



hundred years old shall be accursed.   (A one hundred year old person will 



be as a child!)

D.
The homes and economy of New Jerusalem.



1.
They shall build houses and inhabit them.



2.
They shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 


3.
They shall not build and another inhabit.



4.
They shall not plant and another eat.



5.
As the days of a tree, so shall be the days of My people.



6.
My elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 


7.
They shall not labor in vain.


E.
The social structure of New Jerusalem.



1.
They shall not bring forth children for trouble.



2.
They shall be the descendants of the blessed of the Lord and their 




offspring with them. 


F.
The spiritual accessibility of the Lord in the New Jerusalem.



It shall come to pass that before they call, I will answer and while they are still 


speaking, I will hear. 

G.
The peace in the New Jerusalem.



1.
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together.



2.
The lion shall eat straw like the ox.



3.
The serpent's food shall be dust.


4.
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain. 



(There will be no violence of any kind.)
Study questions on chapter 65:
1. 
Using verses 1-7 and outline point I, answer the following questions.


-According to point I A, what was God ready to do for His people?



-According to point I B, how are God’s people described?



-According to point I C, how did God view the sacrifices of His unrepentant 


people?


-Using point I D, summarize the judgment that God pledges to bring. 
2.
Using verses 8-16 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Using point II A, summarize what God says regarding the righteous.



-Using point II B, summarize what God says regarding the wicked.



-Using point II C, list contrasts between the righteous and the wicked.



-What else does God declare regarding the wicked in point II D?
3.
Using verses 17-25 and outline point III A-G, summarize what life will be 
like in the 
New Jerusalem.
4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Isaiah 66

1 Thus saith the Lord, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest?

2 For all those things hath mine hand made, and those things have been, saith the Lord: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.

3 He that killeth an ox is as if he slew a man; he that sacrificeth a lamb, as if he cut off a dog's neck; he that offereth an oblation, as if he offered swine's blood; he that burneth incense, as if he blessed an idol. Yea, they have chosen their own ways, and their soul delighteth in their abominations.

4 I also will choose their delusions, and will bring their fears upon them; because when I called, none did answer; when I spake, they did not hear: but they did evil before mine eyes, and chose that in which I delighted not.

5 Hear the word of the Lord, ye that tremble at his word; your brethren that hated you, that cast you out for my name's sake, said, Let the Lord be glorified: but he shall appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed.

6 A voice of noise from the city, a voice from the temple, a voice of the Lord that rendereth recompence to his enemies.

7 Before she travailed, she brought forth; before her pain came, she was delivered of a man child.

8 Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children.

9 Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth? saith the Lord: shall I cause to bring forth, and shut the womb? saith thy God.

10 Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye that love her: rejoice for joy with her, all ye that mourn for her:

11 That ye may suck, and be satisfied with the breasts of her consolations; that ye may milk out, and be delighted with the abundance of her glory.

12 For thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream: then shall ye suck, ye shall be borne upon her sides, and be dandled upon her knees.

13 As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem.

14 And when ye see this, your heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like an herb: and the hand of the Lord shall be known toward his servants, and his indignation toward his enemies.

15 For, behold, the Lord will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.

16 For by fire and by his sword will the Lord plead with all flesh: and the slain of the Lord shall be many.

17 They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the gardens behind one tree in the midst, eating swine's flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse, shall be consumed together, saith the Lord.

18 For I know their works and their thoughts: it shall come, that I will gather all nations and tongues; and they shall come, and see my glory.

19 And I will set a sign among them, and I will send those that escape of them unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal, and Javan, to the isles afar off, that have not heard my fame, neither have seen my glory; and they shall declare my glory among the Gentiles.

20 And they shall bring all your brethren for an offering unto the Lord out of all nations upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, saith the Lord, as the children of Israel bring an offering in a clean vessel into the house of the Lord.

21 And I will also take of them for priests and for Levites, saith the Lord.

22 For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed and your name remain.

23 And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the Lord.

24 And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.

Outline   66:

(Acceptable and unacceptable worship; vindication of Zion/Israel; the Lord reigns.)
I.
Acceptable and unacceptable worship.  (1-4)

A.
Acceptable worship.



1.
Heaven is My throne, and earth is My footstool.



a.
Where is the house that you will build Me? 



b.
And where is the place of My rest? 



c.
For all those things My hand has made, and all those things exist.



2.
But on this one will I look:



a.
On him who is poor spirit.




b.
On him who is a contrite spirit.




c.
On him who trembles at My word. 


B.
Unacceptable worship.



1.
He who kills a bull is as if he slays a man.



2.
He who sacrifices a lamb, as if he breaks a dog's neck.



3.
He who offers a grain offering, as if he offers swine's blood.



4.
He who burns incense, as if he blesses an idol.


(These are all done without meaning because they are offered from a 



sinful, idolatrous heart.  They are human efforts to please God without keeping 


His statues.)


C.
The results of unacceptable worship.



Just as they have chosen their own ways, and their soul delights in their 



abominations (idols), so will I choose their delusions and bring their fears on 


them.



1.
Because, when I called, no one answered.



2.
Because when I spoke they did not hear.



3.
Because they did evil before My eyes.



4.
Because they chose that in which I do not delight. 

II.
Vindication of Zion/Israel.  (5-6) 


A.
A message to  Zion.



1.
Hear the word of the Lord, you who tremble at His word.



2.
Your brethren who hated you, who cast you out for My name's sake, and 



who said, 'Let the Lord be glorified that we may see your joy'--they shall 



be ashamed.  (They were mocked, just as believers are today.) 


B.
The sound from Zion.



1.
The noise from the city!


2.
A voice from the temple!


3.
The voice of the Lord, Who fully repays His enemies! 

III.
An analogy of Zion.  (7-13)


A.
As a pregnant woman.


1.
Before she was in labor, she gave birth and before her pain came, she 



delivered a male child. 



a.
Who has heard such a thing?



b.
Who has seen such things?



c.
Shall the earth be made to give birth in one day?



d.
Or shall a nation be born at once?



(The analogy is that Jerusalem births Israel with God as the midwife.)



2.
For as soon as Zion was in labor, she gave birth to her children.



a.
Shall I bring to the time of birth, and not cause delivery?



b.
Shall I who cause delivery shut up the womb?

B.
As a nursing mother.



1.
Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad with her all you who love her.



2.
Rejoice for joy with her, all you who mourn for her:




a.
That you may feed and be satisfied with the consolation of her 




bosom.




b.
That you may drink deeply and be delighted with the abundance of 



her glory. 


C.
As a comforting mother who provides:



1.
Peace: Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river.



2.
Glory: The glory of the Gentiles (nations) like a flowing stream.


3.
Provision: Then you shall feed.



4.
Protection: On her sides shall you be carried and be dandled on her knees.


5.
Comfort: As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you and 



you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 

IV.
The reign of the Lord in Zion.  (14-24) 


A.
Believers will rejoice.



When you (true believers) see this:



1.
Your heart shall rejoice.



2.
Your bones shall flourish like grass.


B.
Unbelievers will be judged.



The hand of the Lord shall be known to His servants, and His indignation to His 


enemies. 


1.
For behold, the Lord will come with fire and with His chariots like a 



whirlwind, to render His anger with fury, and His rebuke with flames of 



fire. 


2.
For by fire and by His sword the Lord will judge all flesh.  



(2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 and Mark 9:48).


3.
And the slain of the Lord shall be many. 



4.
Those who sanctify themselves and purify themselves, to go to the gardens 


after an idol in the midst--eating swine's flesh, the abomination, and the 



mouse--shall be consumed together. 



5.
For I know their works and their thoughts. 

C.
God’s glory will be revealed.



It shall be that I will gather all nations and tongues.



1.
They shall come and see My glory. 


2.
I will set a sign among them and those among them who escape I will send 


to the nations: 




a.
To Tarshish and Pul and Lud, who draw the bow, 



b.
To Tubal and Javan.




c.
To the coastlands afar off who have not heard My fame nor seen 




My glory. 



(These places are representative of the whole earth.)



3.
And they shall declare My glory among the Gentiles (nations). 

D.
The nations will gather in Zion.



1
Then they shall bring all your brethren for an offering to the Lord out of 



all nations.



2.
They shall come on horses and in chariots and in litters, on mules and on 



camels, to My holy mountain Jerusalem as the children of Israel bring an 



offering in a clean vessel into the house of the Lord. 




3.
And I will also take some of them for priests and Levites. 


E.
The heavens and earth and eternal life will be restored.



For as the new heavens and the new earth which I will make shall remain before 


Me, so shall your descendants and your name remain. 

F.
True worship will be restored.



And it shall come to pass that from one New Moon to another, and from one 


Sabbath to another, all flesh shall come to worship before Me. 


G.
Sin will be judged.



And they shall go forth and look upon the corpses of the men who have 



transgressed against Me where:


1.
Their worm does not die.



2.
Their fire is not quenched.


3.
They shall be an abhorrence to all flesh.

Study questions on chapter 66:
1.
Using verses 1-4 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What analogy is used to describe what heaven is to God?



-What analogy is used to describe what earth is to God?



-Who created all things?



-In view of these questions, what questions does God ask in point I A 1 and what 


are the assumed answers? 



-According to point I A 2, upon whom does God look with favor?



-Using point I B, explain what is deemed as unacceptable worship.



-According to point I C, what are the results of unacceptable worship?

2.
Using verses 5-6 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What is the message from God to Zion?



-What is the sound heard from Zion?

3.
Using verses 7-13 and outline point  III, summarize the spiritual applications of the 
analogies of Zion:



-As a pregnant woman.



-As a nursing mother.



-As a comforting mother.
4.
Using verses 14-24  and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What will be the response of believers to the reign of the Lord in Zion?



-Using point IV B, summarize how unbelievers will be judged.



-According to point IV C, what will be revealed, who will see it, and among 


whom will it be declared?



-Who will gather in Zion and what will they bring with them?



-According to outline points IV E-F, what will be restored at that time?



-According to the final outline note--IV G--what will be judged and what is 


revealed about the destination of unbelievers.
5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY ONE
Old Testament Prophets

Prophet


Prophesied To



Dates

Jonah



Assyria




Before Captivity (800-650)

Nahum



Assyria




Before Captivity (800-650)

Obadiah



Edom




Before Captivity (800)

Hosea



Israel




Before Captivity (750)

Amos



Israel




Before Captivity (750)

Isaiah



Judah




Before Captivity (800-606) 

Jeremiah/Lamentations

Judah




Before Captivity (800-606)

Joel



Judah




Before Captivity (800-606)

Micah



Judah




Before Captivity (800-606)

Habakkuk


Judah




Before Captivity (800-606)

Zephaniah


Judah




Before Captivity (800-606)

Ezekiel



Judah




During Captivity (606-536)

Daniel



Judah




During Captivity (606-536)

Haggai



Judah




After Captivity (536-400)

Zechariah


Judah




After Captivity (536-400)

Malachi



Judah




After Captivity (536-400)

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY TWO
Isaiah:  A Biographical Profile
Isaiah’s name: His name means “salvation is of Jehovah”.
Isaiah’s family: Little is known of his background.  Isaiah 1:1 states that he was the son of Amoz.  Isaiah had a wife (8:3) and was the father of two sons, Shear-Jasub (meaning “a remnant shall rejoice”) and Maher-shalal-hash-baz (meaning “swift is the booty and speedy is the prey”).
Isaiah’s times:  Isaiah lived during the reigns of four kings of Judah:  Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah.  
-Uzziah, also known as Azariah, ruled for 52 years and was one of Judah’s strongest kings.  He was installed as king when the people assassinated his father, and he came to power at age 16.

-Jotham continued the reign of prosperity, although he experienced opposition from the northern kingdom who was allied with Syria.  He rebuilt many of the nation’s defenses.

-Ahaz was the next king, and the kings of Syria and Israel tried to force him into fighting the king of Assyria.  Isaiah warned Ahaz to trust God and not listen to them.  Syria took away Judah’s control of Edom and the southern sea routes under his reign, and Ahaz adopted some of the religious practices of Syria.

-Hezekiah was a good king, whose story is  recorded in  2 Kings 18-20; 2 Chronicles 29-32; and Isaiah 36-39.

Isaiah ministered some 740 years before Christ was born, when the ten tribes that formed the northern kingdom of Israel were captured by Assyria.  Judah, the southern kingdom, was later captured by Babylon.
Isaiah’s contemporaries:  The prophets Amos, Hosea, and Micah.
Isaiah’s call:  His call and commissioning by God are recorded in Isaiah chapter 6.  His prophetic ministry was to Judah.  The authorship of the book of Isaiah is verified in the book itself in 1:1; 2:1; 7:3; 20:2; 37:2,21; 38:1,4; and 39:3.
Isaiah’s message:  Isaiah repeatedly warned the people that Jerusalem and Judah would be judged because of their wickedness.  He offered assurance to those who trusted in God that ultimately the kingdom would be restored. Like Elijah, Isaiah wore a garment of hairy cloth and called people to repentance. He prophesied primarily to Judah, but also spoke concerning Israel and the Gentile nations.  He spoke prophetically about the near and distant future of God’s people. For example, he saw the first coming of Christ in Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7; and 61:1.  He saw the second coming of Christ in Isaiah 11:1 and prophesied the death of Christ in chapter 53.  There are some 21 references to Isaiah (called Esaias—in Greek) in the New Testament.
Isaiah’s death:  According to tradition, Isaiah was martyred under Manasseh, the wicked son of King Hezekiah.

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY THREE
Miscellaneous Studies

1.
Comparison of the book of Isaiah with the Bible:



-The Bible has 66 books.  Isaiah has 66 chapters.



-The Old Testament has 39 books covering the history of Israel.  The first 



section of Isaiah has 39 chapters on the same subject.



-The New Testament has 27 books describing the ministry of Jesus Christ. The 


last section of Isaiah has 27 chapters focusing on Christ.



-The New Testament begins with the ministry of John the Baptist.  The second 


section of Isaiah begins by predicting Christ’s ministry.



-Both the New Testament and Isaiah conclude by describing the new heavens and 


earth.  
2.
As you study, make a list of the important doctrinal passages in Isaiah:



-About the character of God—especially His sovereignty.



-About the ministry of Jesus, the Messiah and Servant.



-About the tribulation.



-About the Millennium reign of Jesus Christ.


-About salvation—the word is used 33 times in the KJV.


-About the Holy One of Israel—the title is used 29 times to describe the Lord.

3.
Study the songs in Isaiah:


-Chapter 5: Song of the Vineyard.



-Chapter 12: Song of the Redeemed.


-Chapter 35: Song of the Blossoming Desert.



-Chapter 54: Song of the Restored Wife.



-Chapters 42:1-7; 48:1-6; 50:1-11; 52:13; 53:12:  Servant songs.
4.
One of the major points emphasized in Isaiah is the regathering of Israel to their 
homeland.  The following passages confirm this:  Isaiah 11:11-12; 14:1-3; 27:12-13; 
43:2-7; 66:20-22.  Other Old Testament passages confirming this truth  are Jeremiah 
16:14-
16; 23:3-8; 30:10-11; 31:8, 31-37; Ezekiel 11:17-21; 20-33-38; 34:11-16; 39:25-
29; Hosea 1:10-11; Joel 3:17-21; Amos 9:11-15; Micha 4:4-7; Zephaniah 3:14-20; 
Zechariah 8:4-8. 
5.
One of the key themes in Isaiah is the appeal to trust God.  


-During the time of Uzziah, Judah was rich and powerful and they trusted in their 


military power and economic strength: 2:7-8.



-During the time of Ahaz and Hezekiah, Assyrians were exerting sovereignty over 

eastern nations, and Judah was weak.  The people sought political alliances 


with Assyria or the Babylonians rather than trusting God:  Isaiah chapters 28 and 


30-31.



-Isaiah penned a hymn under the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit proclaiming that 


he would trust the Lord:  Isaiah 12:2.  


-When an Assyrian general questioned Hezekiah about their trust in God 



(Isaiah 36:7), rather than surrender to the enemy or turn to other means of help the 

people put their trust in the Lord to deliver them (Isaiah 37:16-20).

6.
Summarize the Messianic prophecies in Isaiah.
7:14
_________________________________________________________________
9:2
__________________________________________________________________
9:6
__________________________________________________________________
9:7
__________________________________________________________________
11:1
__________________________________________________________________
11:2
__________________________________________________________________
11:3-5 
__________________________________________________________________
11:10
__________________________________________________________________
42:3
__________________________________________________________________
42:6
__________________________________________________________________
49:1
__________________________________________________________________
49:3
__________________________________________________________________
49:5
__________________________________________________________________
49:6
__________________________________________________________________
49:7
__________________________________________________________________
49:8
__________________________________________________________________
50:4-9
__________________________________________________________________
50:6
__________________________________________________________________
52:13
__________________________________________________________________
53:1
__________________________________________________________________
53:4-6
__________________________________________________________________
53:7
__________________________________________________________________
53:10
__________________________________________________________________
61:1-3
__________________________________________________________________
 7.
Isaiah reveals God as creator.


-He makes things: 22:11; 44:24; 66:22. 

-He forms things like a potter: 22:11; 37:26; 44:2,21,24; 46:11.

-He creates things: 4:5; 11:11; 41:20; 43-1-7,15; 48:7; 57:19.

-He stretches things out to bring them into being: 40:22; 44:24; 51:13.


-He spreads out something to create it: 48:13.

-He lays the foundations: 48:13.


-He establishes things: 45:18.

-He brings things out: 40:26.


-He speaks things into existence: 41:4.
SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY FOUR

SING OH BARREN!


(Further study on Isaiah 54)

I. Introduction:  As with many O.T. references, this passage has a three-fold application:

A. It is a message to Israel.

B. It is to the Church.

C. It has an individual spiritual application.

II.
It is addressed to the barren: 

Isaiah 54:1

Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with child: for more are the children of the desolate than the children of the married wife, saith the Lord.  
D. People are barren for many reasons--so this can be applied in many areas:

1. Spiritually (unproductive, alienated from God and believers).

2. Relationships (divorce, rejection, desertion, alienation).

3. Financially (in debt, bankrupt)

4. Emotionally (emotionally barren—distant, cannot love,  no joy, depressed).
E. We can be barren individually or corporately (as a church or ministry).

F. If you are experiencing barrenness in any area of your life--spiritually, materially, relationships--this message from Isaiah  is for you.

III.
It is a message to those who are:



-Desolate: 1,3



-Confounded: 4



-Shamed: 4



-Reproached: 4



-Forsaken: 6



-Grieved: 6



-Refused: 6



-Afflicted: 11



-Tossed:11



-Without comfort: 11



-Fearful: 14



-Filled with terror: 14



-Oppressed: 14


…In other words:  It is a message for everyone, inclusive of any difficulty you may face.

IV.
The five-fold mandate of Isaiah 60:1-5 promises:

5. Restoration: Forget the past.  God will restore all!
Isaiah 54:13

And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD; and great shall be

the peace of thy children.  

Isaiah 54:4

Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou confounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of thy widowhood any more.  

6. International ministry: Your descendants will possess nations.

Isaiah 54:3

For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.  

7. Spiritual victory: You will be far from oppression, fear, terror.
Isaiah 54:14-15

In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come near thee.  Behold, they shall surely gather together, but not by me: whosoever shall gather together against thee shall fall for thy sake.  

8. Expansion: You will spread to the right and left,  build a firm foundation, establish your gates and walls.
Isaiah 54:3

For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left
Isaiah 54:11-12

O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires.  And I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones.  
V.
How to  RISE to the challenge:  Acronym.

Isaiah 60:1-3: RISE  [from the depression and prostration in which circumstances have kept you — rise to a new life]! Shine (be radiant with the glory of the Lord), for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you!   For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and dense darkness [all] peoples, but the Lord shall arise upon you and His glory shall be seen on you.   
R--REINFORCEMENT.
Reinforce--strengthen--your spiritual stakes--tent pegs.  If you are going to increase and not be barren, then you must have the foundation to support the increase.  You must go deeper.
Isaiah 54:2

Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes;  
If you will enlarge your tent, God will build you a permanent dwelling: Verse 11

(This passage is the theme of the modern missionary movement, preached by William Carey who declared:  “Expect great things from God.  Attempt great things for God.” )
God wants to rebuild your ruins and it will be more beautiful and more splendid than ever.

-Ruins of emotional pain

-Ruins of physical abuse

-Ruins of a failed marriage

-Ruins of broken dreams

-Ruins of sin

-Rubble of discouragement and depression

God uses specific gems as an analogy of what He wants to do for you.  This is because gems held a significant place in the life of the Hebrew people. The Jewish people valued gems for their beauty, usefulness, and hardness and because there were no gem deposits existed in the land of Palestine, this increased their value.  Precious stones were often used to illustrate spiritual truths.  Examples:

Proverbs 11:22: As a ring of gold in a swine’s snout, so is a lovely woman who 
lacks 
discretion.  

Proverbs 20:15: There is gold and a multitude of rubies, but the lips of knowledge 
are a 
precious jewel.  

Matthew 13:45-46: Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking 
beautiful pearls,  who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold 
all that he had and bought it…  
God said he will lay your...Stones with fair colors: 
Something of beauty.  Each color has significance.

-Foundations with sapphires:  He rebuilds your foundation. This is the most 
precious stone known in Israel at the time.  Christ is our foundation.

1 Peter 2:4-5:

Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God 
and precious,  you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. (NKJ)

Isaiah 28:16:
Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: (Behold, I lay in Zion a stone for a 
foundation, a 
tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation. 

-Windows with agates:  Agate is one of many fibrous varieties of quartz.  The 
agate was the middle stone in the third row of Aaron's breastplate and is also 
known as chalcedony.   The chalcedony was the third stone in the foundation of 
the New Jerusalem:  Revelation 21:19.  
-Gates with carbuncles:  Carbuncles are also known as emeralds or crystal. A 
deep green variety of beryl. The emerald was found in Egypt, Cyprus, and 
Ethiopia. It was the third jewel in the first row of Aaron's breastplate (Exodus. 
28:17; 39:10). The emerald was the fourth foundation stone of the New Jerusalem 
(Revelation 21:19), and was used to describe the rainbow around the throne 

(Revelation 4:3). Various other English translations render the word for emerald 
as carbuncle (KJV, RSV)

-Border with pleasant stones: God will set the limits of your life and they will 
be pleasant to you—God’s parameters always are!

I--INTIMACY
Intimacy is being totally transparent without fear.  Adam and Eve lost this through the original sin in the garden--that is why they covered themselves and hid in fear.  The reasons for this lack are fear and shame--fear of the future is rooted in the shame of the past. Fear and shame prevent intimacy in relationships with others and with God.
God says:  Fear not, forget your shame of the past, forget the reproach--your maker wants to be your husband--intimacy..

Isaiah 54:4-6:
Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou confounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of thy widowhood any more.  For thy Maker is thine husband; the Lord of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called.  For the Lord hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God.  

We are spiritually barren because we are widows of the past.  We are tied to the old dead ways of doing things, legalism, etc.

Romans 7:4:
Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another-- to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God. 
You will become spiritually reproductive.

S- SPARE NOT--STRETCH.
Don’t keep holding back saying you don’t have the talent, ability, time etc.  Lengthen, enlarge, stretch;   If you draw on the anointing, it will stretch if you pull on it.
Isaiah 54:2:
Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes;  

E- ENLARGE.
God says to enlarge the place of your tent.  
Isaiah 54:2:
Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes;  

Begin to move, grow, do something different--make plans and set goals.  Just like you make plans to enlarge your house, make a spiritual blue print of where you want to go in God. If you aim at nothing, you will hit it every time!  
A tent is easily taken down and moved...be flexible to how God wants to enlarge you and your ministry/church corporately.

You must get out of your comfort zone, doing the same old thing, the same old order of services, same ministry outreaches that are not yielding spiritual fruit.  As when you stretch and extend yourself in exercise--it may hurt a bit.  To rise up to meet new goals sometimes takes effort and may be painful.

VI.
Conclusion:  To overcome spiritual barrenness:

R:
 Reinforce...your spiritual foundation

I: 
Intimacy...Get intimate with God; move on from the past fears and shame that 
prevent intimacy

S: 
Spare not...Don’t hold back making excuses for your lack of talent, ability, etc.

E: 
Enlarge...Begin to move, set goals, do something different


…And it will come through praise:  Sing Oh Barren.
229

